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Welcome! 
You are about to explore the #ChemistInYou!  
Here at College of Chemical Sciences, we offer you 
an unparalleled professional experience in Chemistry 
education. For nearly 50 years, CCS has laid the 
perfect platform for many undergraduates to focus, 
expand, and conquer their aspirations of becoming a 
chemist.

Now, it’s your chance.  
Are you ready?



D Professor Namal Priyantha 
Dean, College of Chemical Sciences
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Having realized the national relevance and 
significance in the higher education sector 
to provide necessary human resources to 
contribute to sustainable development goals, 
the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon, through 
College of Chemical Sciences (CCS), has recently 
provided another pathway of study for post-
Advanced Level students in the science stream, 
the UGC-accredited Bachelor of Science 
Honours (BSc) degree in Chemical Science 
which commenced in 2020 in addition to the 
long-standing, well-recognized, RSC accredited 
Graduateship programme in Chemistry 
(GIC). Moreover, the Diploma in Laboratory 
Technology (DLT) programme conducted by 
CCS since 1973, caters to the ever-increasing 
demand for technical expertise at all levels in 
private- and state-sector institutions. The high 
standards of academic excellence of these 
study programmes are maintained through 
well-qualified, experienced, and dedicated 
internal and visiting academic staff.

CCS highly values the well-rounded education 
that includes many areas, for example music, 
arts, and social and physical skills, in addition 
to science. Through well-rounded education, 
students of CCS are able to develop better 
life attributes, such as creativity, persistence, 
and enhanced abilities to communicate and 
collaborate. Further, students of CCS are 
furnished with experiences that nurture 
aptitude in critical thinking, problem solving, 
and teamwork, which would undoubtedly be 
necessary for students to face challenges in 
the complex and dynamic world while moving 
toward their career upon the completion of the 
study programme, and to become future global 
leaders.

Professor Namal Priyantha 
Dean, College of Chemical Sciences

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
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WHY  
CHEMISTRY?
In a demanding world, we constantly remain 
engaged in various activities. As a result, we 
are prone to forget the role that chemistry 
plays in our lives. Chemistry is the study of 
matter, and it has played a significant role in 
many scientific advancements that we speak of 
today. Developments in the field of smart and 
renewable materials, sustainable technology, 
alternate energy, agriculture and food science, 
pharmaceutical and cosmeceutical technology, 

nanotechnology, and nuclear technology 
are outcomes of tailoring the properties of 
matter to suit the 21st Century. Chemistry 
is, therefore, a central science that leads 
to many career opportunities in different 
sectors. Thus, molding students to become 
competitive candidates in academia and the 
industry by offering a strong Chemistry based 
learning platform and educational framework is 
imperative.
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THE INSTITUTE OF  
CHEMISTRY CEYLON
The Institute of Chemistry Ceylon, 
incorporated by the Act of Parliament No.15 
of 1972, is a government-approved charity 
and professional body for the general 
advancement of Chemical Science and the 
practice of Chemistry in  
Sri Lanka. It is the successor to the Chemical 
Society of Ceylon, founded in 1941. Both the 
Chemical Society and Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon are among the oldest scientific bodies in 
Sri Lanka. Under Section 25A of the Universities 
Act No. 16 of 1978, the Institute of Chemistry 
Ceylon is recognized as a degree awarding 
institute to develop higher education. An 
annually elected Council is responsible for the 
governance of the Institute.  There is no 

dividend allocation, and the monetary gain is 
invested in the development of the Institute to 
popularize Chemistry in Sri Lanka. The Institute 
of Chemistry Ceylon has made great strides in 
the field of education, particularly in the area 
of tertiary education and in creating awareness 
of the importance of Chemistry in daily life and 
the development of the industry.

IN
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UTE OF CHEM

ISTRY
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THE STRONGER 
THE ROOTS,  
THE STEADIER  
THE TREE
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BACHELOR 
OF SCIENCE 
HONOURS IN 
CHEMICAL 
SCIENCE

The Bachelor of Science Honours in Chemical Science degree is 
a four-year full-time programme designed as per the Sri Lanka 
Quality Framework (SLQF) Level 6, to provide a comprehensive 
education in Chemistry to all our undergraduates. The main 
objectives of this degree programme are (1) to bring economic 
benefits and sustainable development to the country through 
manufacturing and value addition and (2) to contribute to global 
research in chemical science.      

SYNOPSIS

The programme is of four years duration. In 
the first two years, students will be offered 
fundamental and intermediate courses related 
to organic, physical, inorganic, analytical 
chemistry, and biochemistry. Even though 
the essence of the programme is Chemistry, 
subjects such as mathematics and biology are 
taught to support undergraduates to cope 
with the more advanced concepts offered 
subsequently. Moreover, during the first two 
years, students will receive a solid foundation 
in subjects such as physics, electronics, and 
statistics as well.

In the third and fourth years, advanced 
concepts in Chemistry, as well as in several 
management subjects, will be offered. While 

following these compulsory course units, 
students have the opportunity to select from 
industry-related optional courses as well. The 
optional subjects are customized to impart 
essential knowledge that will aid a chemist to 
thrive in an industrial setting. 

The BSc Hons (Chemical Science) programme 
includes a strong practical component that 
is designed to provide substantial hands-on 
experience in all areas of Chemistry during the 
first three years. In the final year, students are 
required to conduct a research project, where 
they will receive an opportunity to apply the 
knowledge gained into practical situations. 
Through this we provide our undergraduates 
the foundation in research methodologies 
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and an understanding of research techniques. 
Students also gain confidence to work 
independently whilst developing their rational 
thinking ability. 

The programme is constructed such that it 
includes a subsidiary management component 
totaling to 24 credits. We consider chemical 
science and management to be a unique 

combination that will support students 
to develop into competent individuals in 
the competitive job market. The Institute 
of Chemistry Ceylon is the only education 
fraternity offering this subject combination 
in South Asia. We are focused on producing 
chemists equipped with an in-depth knowledge 
in chemistry along with sharp managerial skills. 

The following entry criteria must be satisfied 
in order to enroll in the BSc Hons (Chemical 
Science) programme,

1. Three passes in science subjects in one 
sitting, with Chemistry as a subject, in one 
of the following examinations

a. GCE Advanced level examination

b. Pearson Edexcel International 
Advanced Level 

c. Cambridge International Advanced 
Level

2. Obtain a pass in the aptitude test 
conducted by CCS

The BSc Hons (Chemical Science) programme is 
accredited by the Ministry of Higher Education 
of Sri Lanka under Gazette No. 2166/14, in 
the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978, under the 
order of Section 25A.

The successful completion of the BSc Hons 
(Chemical Science) programme is considered 
a qualification for admission as an Associate 
Member of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon. 

ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS RECOGNITION
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The BSc Hons (Chemical Science) programme 
aims to provide career and advanced research 
opportunities in highly demanding disciplines 
in Chemical Science. It is designed to assist 
students who aspire to pursue,

 ● Postgraduate studies and academic 
opportunities either nationally or 
internationally

 ● Chemistry related employment 
opportunities in the state sector

 ● Opportunities in the chemical 
industry

 ● Administrative opportunities in the 
corporate sector 

 ● Teaching careers in either private 
or government based educational 
institutions

OPPORTUNITIES
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WHY BSC HONS 
(CHEMICAL SCIENCE)?
Students enrolling in the BSc degree programme at the Institute 
will benefit from the unique attributes that the programme has 
to offer.

1. The only BSc (Hons) degree in Chemical Science offered 
by a non-state educational institution in Sri Lanka.

2. Designed to include a unique combination of subject 
material, constituting courses related to Chemistry and 
Management.

3. Opens up a variety of career opportunities in industry and 
academia. 

4. Reasonably priced, considering the monetary allocation 
for chemicals and consumables.

FOR WHOM?
For school leavers 
with genuine interest 
in the field of 
chemistry and related 
sciences.

For university 
students who follow 
different disciplines 
or general degrees 
with chemistry 
as a subject, who 
wish to enrich their 
knowledge and 
gain an in-depth 
understanding 
of concepts in 
chemistry.
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THE 
GRADUATESHIP 
PROGRAMME IN 
CHEMISTRY

For nearly fifty years, the Institute has been acclaimed for the 
Graduateship Programme in Chemistry (GIC), which is a four-
year professional qualification. 

SYNOPSIS

It is a four year programme. Students are 
required to complete 120 credits at the end of 
the four years. Of these 46 credits need to be 
completed in the first two years, whereas the 
remaining 74 credits must be completed during 
the third and fourth years. 

In the first two years, students will be offered 
fundamental and intermediate courses related 
to organic, physical, inorganic, analytical, 
chemistry and biochemistry. Even though 
the essence of the programme is Chemistry, 
subjects such as mathematics, biology, 
physics, electronics, and statistics are taught 
to support undergraduates to cope with the 
more advanced concepts in chemistry offered 
subsequently.

During the third and fourth years, students 
will be offered the opportunity to select from 
a wide range of industry-based optional 

courses, tailored for applying their knowledge 
and problem solving skills directly into 
practical situations. Students can also opt 
to follow research-oriented courses that 
constitute advanced theoretical concepts in 
Chemistry. The multitude of industry-oriented 
courses offered makes the GIC programme a 
professional qualification. 

Students are given hands-on practical exposure 
during the first three years of the degree. In the 
fourth year, in addition to coursework, students 
have the opportunity to carry out a research 
project or an internship based on their GPA. 
Through this we provide our undergraduates 
the foundation in research methodologies 
and an understanding of research techniques. 
Students also gain confidence to work 
independently whilst developing their rational 
thinking ability
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ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

One of the following entry criteria has to be 
satisfied to enroll in the GIC programme.

1. Three passes in science subjects, with 
Chemistry as a subject, in one of the 
following examinations:

a. GCE Advanced Level examination 
(Local)

d. Pearson Edexcel International 
Advanced Level 

e. Cambridge International Advanced 
Level   

2. Completed the Diploma in Laboratory 
Technology programme offered by the 
Institute.

3. Completed the foundation course (in 
Science Subjects) offered by the Open 
University of Sri Lanka.

4. Any other criteria as stated by the Council 
is considered acceptable.

Direct entrance from Level 3

Graduates who have obtained a general 
degree from a state university are eligible to 
be granted direct admission to the third year 
(terms and conditions apply). If a student has 
followed a sufficient number of chemistry-
based courses from a state university, he/she 
is eligible to be granted direct admission to 
Level 3 upon approval by the Academic Board 
of the Institute. 
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RECOGNITION

In 1986, the GIC programme of CCS was 
accepted by the Government of Sri Lanka as an 
alternative qualification to a Degree in Science, 
with Chemistry as a subject, awarded by a 
recognized University (public administration 
circular No. 334 of 17 July 1986), for the 
purpose of employment. 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) 
has officially stated at the 472nd meeting 
held on 1996.06.14, that “the Graduateship 
Qualification awarded by the Institute of 
Chemistry Ceylon can be considered as having 
satisfied the basic requirements of registration 
for a Postgraduate programme in Chemistry of 
a University leading to Diploma/Degree”.

The GIC Programme was formally accredited 
by the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC), UK in 
2012 as a four year BSc (Hons) programme. It is 
the first course in South Asia and second in the 
Asian region to receive RSC accreditation.

The successful completion of the GIC 
examination is considered a qualification for 
admission as an Associate Member of the 
Institute of Chemistry Ceylon. 

FOR WHOM?
For individuals who are currently 
employed in chemical industries 
and wish to receive a professional 
qualification and a solid 
background knowledge on the 
industry they are involved in. 

For University students who 
follow different disciplines or 
general degrees with Chemistry 
as a subject who wish to 
further enrich their knowledge 
and also to gain an in-depth 
understanding of the concepts in 
chemistry. 

The GIC programme is open to 
fresh school leavers as well.
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OPPORTUNITIES

CCS graduates have many prospects in the 
industry as well as in academia. Many of 
our Alumni hold respected positions in the 
chemical industry as well as the corporate 
sector, while others have secured postgraduate 
placements in Sri Lanka as well as overseas, 
pursuing careers in academia and engaging in 
groundbreaking research.

TRANSFER OPTIONS

For a student who wishes to continue studies 
with one of our affiliate universities, a transfer 
programme is available after two years of study 
at CCS. If one joins Northumbria University 
in the UK, an additional year of study is 
required to obtain a Bachelors in Chemistry. 
Upon completion of another two years at the 
University of Cincinnati, USA, one would obtain 
a Bachelor’s degree in Science with a Major in 
Chemistry. 
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WHY SELECT THE GIC 
PROGRAMME?
Prospective students of the GIC programme 
are generally:

1. Individuals already occupied in chemical 
industries, who seek to obtain further 
knowledge and qualifications for career 
advancement. 

2. Students who are already enrolled in 
a state university or are working in the 
industry, and can only commit to a part-
time professional degree.

3. Individuals who want a strong foundation 
in chemistry, while following a broad 
spectrum of industry oriented courses.
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DIPLOMA IN 
LABORATORY 
TECHNOLOGY 

The Diploma in Laboratory Technology programme offered 
by the Institute is focused on imparting middle level technical 
expertise in Chemical Analysis and Research to students. 
The programme commenced as the “Laboratory Technicians’ 
Certificate Course in Chemistry (LTCC)” in 1973. Recently, the 
syllabi were revised, upgraded, and the title of the course 
changed to “Diploma in Laboratory Technology”. It is still the only 
course of its kind available in any field of basic science in  
Sri Lanka.

SYNOPSIS

It is a two-year programme. In the first year, 
students are introduced to the fundamentals 
in Basic Chemistry, Clinical Chemistry, Analytical 
Chemistry, Biological Chemistry, Electronics, 
Statistics, Management, Information 
Technology and Laboratory Practice. During 
the second year, students can choose to follow 
either the Food and Material Technology (FMT) 
stream or the Clinical Laboratory Technology 
(CLT) / Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT) 
stream. 

The courses offered in the FMT stream are 
designed to cater to students aspiring for 
an industry based career. Fundamentals of 
Chemical Engineering, Food Microbiology, 
Food Analysis, Polymer Science and Petroleum, 

Industrial Chemistry, Pharmaceutical and 
Cosmetic Technology are several modules 
that make up the FMT syllabi. The modules 
offered in the CLT/MLT stream is structured 
to assist students to succeed in clinical and 
medical laboratories in the private and public 
sectors. Introduction to Medical Laboratory, 
Clinical Biochemistry, Diagnostic Microbiology, 
and Diagnostic Parasitology are a few of the 
modules that constitute the CLT/MLT stream. 

Modules which are common to both streams 
are Quality Assurance and Accreditation, and 
Laboratory Practice. The content covered 
in these modules are crucial for an overall 
understanding of how laboratories and 
industries function. Regardless of the field 
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selected, the students must undergo a six 
month internship training at a selected industry 
or medical laboratory. As a whole, students 
will have to complete a total of 60 credits. 
Lectures will be conducted full day on Fridays 
and Saturdays for first year students, and on 
Saturdays and Sundays for second years. 

ENTRY QUALIFICATIONS

One of the following entry criteria must be 
satisfied to enroll in the DLT programme and 
subsequently at the FMT/CLT programmes.

1. Followed the GCE Advanced Level 
examination in the Science Stream 
AND

2. Passed six subjects in one sitting, with 
Credit Passes for Mathematics, and 
Science at the G.C.E. O/L examination, 
and passed English Language in not more 
than two sittings.  

However, to follow the MLT programme, the 
following criteria have to be satisfied.

1. Passed six subjects with Credit Passes in 
Mathematics, Science at the G.C.E. (O/L) 
examination in one sitting, and should 
have passed English Language in not 
more than two sittings. 
AND

2. Passed any 02 subjects from Physics, 
Biology, Agriculture, and Combined 
Mathematics in one sitting, with a Credit 
Pass for Chemistry in one sitting at the G. 
C. E. A/L Examination. 
AND

3. Should not be under 18 years or over 35 
years of age as of 01.01.2023.
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RECOGNITION

The DLT programme is highly recognized by 
organizations in the public and private sectors. 
Several such organizations have sponsored 
the DLT tuition fees of their employees to 
follow this programme. Moreover, those who 
complete the programme are entitled to salary 
increments and other benefits. Thus, the DLT 
qualification has assisted many to climb the 
ladder of success in their careers. 

The completion of the DLT programme is 
considered as an entry qualification to the GIC 
programme, in lieu of three passes at the G.C.E. 
A/L. Furthermore, students having an honors 
pass at the overall DLT examination are entitled 
to a scholarship to follow the GIC programme. 
The scholarship grants a tuition fee waiver for 
the first two years (Levels 1 & 2) of the GIC 
programme.

Those who complete the DLT programme are 
required to become “Technician” members of 
the Institute for life. They are entitled to use the 
designation Tech.I.Chem.C. after their name.

Those who have passed Level 1 and 2 of 
the GIC examination and have received an 
honors/a merit pass at the DLT examination, 
are entitled to the Licentiate Membership of 
the Institute after gaining sufficient experience 
in disciplines related to Chemical Science. 

Additionally, individuals who have passed the 
DLT programme, and have been a Technician 
member of the Institute for not less than 8 
years, and also possess adequate experience 
in the field of Chemical Science, are eligible to 
obtain the Licentiate Membership (L.I.Chem.C.) 
of the Institute, which is generally open to 
those with a B.Sc. (3 years) degree including 
Chemistry as a subject.
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FOR WHOM?
For school leavers who wish to 
pursue a technically oriented 
career in the industry or in 
laboratories. 

For those already employed in 
laboratories who wish  to improve 
their knowledge and skills

OPPORTUNITIES

After the successful completion of the 
programme, you will be: 

 ● Recruited as a qualified Middle Level 
Technician by private and public 
sector organizations.

 ● Admitted to the Institute of 
Chemistry Ceylon as a Technician 
member.

 ● Able to enroll in the GIC programme 
and qualify as a Graduate Chemist 
within four years, even without A/L 
qualifications. 

WHY 
CHOOSE 
DLT?   

This two year programme continues to be 
the only programme producing middle level 
technical officers in fields related to Chemical 
Science in Sri Lanka. It helps those who 
are already employed in laboratories and 
industries to upgrade their knowledge, skill and 
qualification as a laboratory technician.
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A FEW 
IMPORTANT 
NOTES….
All financial criteria and related rules and 
regulations are available in the document 
“Financial Criteria for Students (FCBG 2022)”. 
The students’ handbook also contains the 
students’ Code of Conduct along with other 
by-laws that need to be complied with. The 
aforementioned documents and other 
relevant information required by prospective 
students are available on the Institute 
website.

The rules and regulations specified by the 
Academic board of CCS must be adhered to 
throughout a student’s college years and in 
case of any student offence, students must 
comply with any penalty deemed suitable by 
the Academic board. 
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We believe that any scientific intellect 
needs fuel to continue to burn with 
the flame of curiosity and analytical 
thinking. To that end, we take much 
effort in providing adequate facilities to 
our students to encourage maximum 
intellectual growth. 

FACILITIES
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LIBRARY 

The Clodagh Nethsingha Library located at Adamantane 
House comprises a diversified collection of reading material 
that enriches the knowledge hub of the student. Textbooks 
in the different fields of chemistry, monographs written by 
distinguished professors and lecturers, past question papers, 
and a collection of undergraduate theses are available for 
reference. Our library has sufficiently developed resources that 
are geared towards providing efficient and user-friendly services 
such as photocopying, spiral binding and internet facilities. The 
recently updated library reference system provides students 
the added advantage of a faster and more effective referencing 
service. The library is available to students on all seven days of 
the week. 
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LABORATORIES 

Our institution focuses on producing graduates of high calibre. 
To this end we conduct well structured practical courses that 
enable students to gain hands-on experience in various aspects 
of laboratory work. The College laboratories are of high standard 
in terms of instrumentation, resource availability and safety. We 
have several laboratories equipped with the necessary facilities 
to serve the multitude of educational and practical goals that 
we are focused on achieving. The Ramakrishna Laboratory 
and the recently renovated E. R. Jansz Laboratory are general 
laboratories utilized to provide fundamental practical skills, 
while the Sultanbawa Laboratory is dedicated for research. We 
also have two laboratories for Microbiology and Biochemistry 
experimentation, thereby enabling a multidisciplinary research 
and practical experience.
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COMPUTATIONAL RESEARCH AND 
LEARNING CENTRE (CRLC) 

The power of mankind lies in his ability to 
innovate great tools to reach heights in 
scientific and technological advancements. The 
College recognizes this and is fully equipped 
with a Computational Research and Learning 
Centre (CRLC). Research at the CRLC aims at 
advancing the frontiers of theoretical chemistry 
through the development of new theoretical 
approaches and novel simulation tools, which 
are applied to a wide range of problems. 
A variety of theoretical and computational 
approaches are used, including electronic 
structure methods, classical and quantum 
dynamics, statistical mechanical descriptions 
and control theory. Current studies focus on 

novel drug design strategies, photochemical 
processes, study of reaction mechanisms and 
protein folding. The research has a strong 
interdisciplinary character. Students also have 
the opportunity of using technology at the 
Computational Chemistry practical sessions. At 
CRLC, we have the resources to execute high-
end GPU-accelerated computing to aid various 
research interests such as small molecule 
drug design and discovery. To ensure optimal 
results, the center is equipped with graphic 
workstations, a 40 core dual-xeon computer 
server and specialized software. GOLD suite 
of programmes, Spartan’16 Parallel Suite, 
the Amber Molecular Dynamics Package and 
Maestro which enable the exploration of many 
areas of molecular dynamics.
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INSTRUMENT FACILITIES

The H D Gunawardhana Instrument Centre fortifies the 
quality of research carried out at our Institute by offering 
novel state-of-the-art instrumentation. The Zeeman polarized 
Atomic Absorption Spectrometer with Flame, Furnace, 
Hydride generation capabilities, a dual beam UV- Visible 
Spectrophotometer, Fluorescence Spectrophotometer, 
Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer with Attenuated 
Total Reflectance, Gas Chromatograph, High Pressure 
Temperature Reactor and two Electrochemical Workstations 
are all part of the impressive array of instruments available 
for use. Minor equipment such as the Laminar Flow, Rotary 
Evaporator, Water bath Shakers, pH meters, Conductivity 
Meters, Ovens and a Muffle Furnace are also available. In 
addition to research, these instruments are used for teaching 
in the advanced undergraduate laboratories and for analytical 
consultancy services. Maintenance and supervision of the H D 
Gunawardhana Instrument Centre is carried out by qualified 
staff, with specialized training for the particular instruments. 



24

LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

The Learning Management System (LMS) web-based technology 
has been incorporated to provide an active learning experience 
to our undergraduates. Through the LMS facility, students have 
access to lecture notes, tutorials, model answers, and other 
related video links. This modern technology enables lecturers to 
organize quizzes and conduct student evaluations online. 

Additionally, CCS has purchased ZOOM, LEARN and G-suite 
facilities to create the best possible online learning environment 
for all our students. As an Institute that prioritizes the welfare 
of our student fraternity, it is our main concern to provide 
an effective student-centred learning experience to all our 
undergraduates.
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"It wasn't just 
theoretical Chemistry 
that I learnt in 
CCS, but how to 
apply it practically, 
communicate it clearly 
and also use it in a 
timely manner. That is 
why CCS builds leaders 
in Chemistry, not mere 
Chemists."

Yasiru Vindula Alwis
Shireen Jayasuriya Gold Medalist & 
ROB Wijesekera All Rounder 2019 
Graduate Chemist (2019) 
BSc (Hons) Pharmacy (2021) 
Doctoral Student, Michigan State 
University, USA
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UPCOMING 
COLLEGE 
PREMISES AT 
MALABE
A five storeyed is currently under construction at Malabe. The 
campus will comprise state-of-art laboratories, a full fledged 
modern instrument center, fully equipped classrooms and an 
auditorium with ultra-modern facilities.
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"To enjoy things in life 
and for setting up high 
standards for my passion 
in chemistry, no doubt CCS 
was my platform."

Dr. Anjana Wijesekara
ROB Wijesekera All Rounder 2015 
Graduate Chemist (2015) 
PhD (Warwick, UK) 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 
University of Warwick, UK
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IN THE 
CLASSROOM
At CCS, classroom based teaching (CBT) is 
considered a significant aspect of chemistry 
based education. As an educational institution, 
we strive to go beyond the traditional methods 
that limit teaching to the blackboard.. With 
modern technologies and well experienced 
lecturers, we understand that pedagogy is a 
broad area which involves large group teaching, 
tutorials, seminars, small group teaching as well 
as laboratory or practical teaching. Our students 
come from different backgrounds, hence, we at 
CCS ensure that all of their different expectations 
and experiences are catered to during the 
teaching process. Our courses are designed such 
that the CCS academics are constantly aware 
of the Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) and 
the expected level of expertise defined in the 
Bloom’s taxonomy, with the lesson planning done 
accordingly. 
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We use diverse teaching methods such as 
traditional lecturing, discussions, debates, 
audio-visual materials, question and answer 
sessions, etc., in order to maintain our 
students’ interest and concentration.. The 
students’ learning is not limited to just 
attending lectures. The cultivation of habits 
such as note taking, note making, and small 
group or individual learning is encouraged to 
develop the cognitive skills of students as 90% 
of learning happens outside the classroom. The 
library at the CCS provides ample resources to 
accelerate this. 

Consequently, new avenues such as Problem 
Based Learning (PBL) and Research Based 
Learning (RBL) are created, where the 
students use their critical thinking to analyze 
the facts given within the classroom. The 
learning process will not be complete without 
assessments. Therefore, assessments are 
conducted at different time intervals during the 
teaching and learning process to help both the 
teacher and the student to gauge the student’s 
current position. The assessments are either 
formative  or summative.
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The lecturers at the College of Chemical 
Sciences are the cream of their respective 
generations’ academic and scientific 
community. This ensures that the College is 
well equipped in terms of intellectual guidance 
when it comes to shaping the young minds of 
future chemists and scientists. The academic 
populace is of two types; the internal and 
external staff. The internal staff currently 
consists of nine full time senior lecturers 
working solely for, and dedicated to the 
betterment and success of the College. 

They are armed with all the knowledge and 
experience that comes out of well-earned 
Doctorates from reputed universities from 
around the world. The Internal Staff also 
consists of two university professors on 
sabbatical leave-experienced scientists of 
renowned intellect and competence with well 
established reputations not only in  

Sri Lanka, but overseas as well. The entirety of 
the academic staff at the College is thoroughly 
trained in methodological teaching, learning, 
assessment and being actively involved in 
the process of building scientific intellect in 
budding minds. 

Regarding the external staff, the College 
focuses on having a wide range of specialists 
from different fields of chemistry. Some of 
them are specialized lecturers from state 
and non- state universities, other well-known 
institutes like ITI and SLINTEC, and industrial 
experts from various fields. They provide a 
plethora of specialized courses of study for 
students to choose from. In addition to senior 
academics, there are over thirty Graduate 
Teaching Assistants serving at CCS. The major 
role of the academic support staff is to assist 
senior lecturers in the laboratory and during 
PASS sessions.

ACADEMICS
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RESEARCH 
OPPORTUNITIES
The undergraduate research project is 
not restricted to the academic component 
offered as a part of the degree programme. 
Our undergraduates have presented their 
research work in both local and international 
conferences and have published their work 
in peer-reviewed journals as well. As research 
related to different fields in chemistry, is carried 
out at CCS, the students have the opportunity 
to choose an area of research that they feel 
most enthusiastic about. 

Research areas include Molecular Organic 
Frameworks (MOF), Surface Chemistry, and 
Water Remediation, Agricultural Chemistry, 
Natural Product Chemistry, Molecular Drug 
Design, Electrochemical Studies of Corrosion, 
Applied Analytical Chemistry, Green Nano- 
synthesis and Environmental Chemistry. Some 
of these research areas are facilitated by the 
collaboration of other reputed institutes such 
as SLINTEC, ITI, NIFS etc. and also a number of 

departments in state and foreign universities. 
Hence, students have the opportunity to 
conduct multi-disciplinary research. 

No expense is spared when it comes to the 
funding of such endeavours, and as such, 
the total allocation per annum, apart from 
chemicals and other laboratory resources, for 
undergraduate research alone is about two 
million rupees. 

Postgraduate research having a total funding 
of over thirty million rupees, is geared towards 
enabling students to let loose their thirst for 
uncovering new knowledge and extending 
their grasp of newer, and more complex 
understandings. The active pursuit of such 
knowledge is not only encouraged, but 
supported in every way possible, including the 
ready availability of state of the art facilities, 
along with knowledgeable and experienced 
personnel to aid in their operation.
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SCHOLARSHIPS, 
AWARDS AND 
FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT
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SCHOLARSHIPS 

The scholarships granted can be categorized 
into two types; merit based scholarships 
and financial aid scholarships. The College 
encourages academic excellence by allocating 
about one million rupees per annum of the 
Institute budget towards awarding various 
scholarships to a selected number of 
students, who display exceptional academic 
performance. Students are encouraged to 
secure these scholarships from the start of 
the course, during the Entrance Scholarship 
Examination, and throughout the four years of 
study. Both the College of Chemical Sciences 
and other parties who wish to see students 
excel in their academics fund and support 
such scholarships in the hope of creating 
talented graduates of the highest calibre. The 
types of merit based scholarships include 
the CCS entrance scholarships, CCS Entrance 
Merit Bursaries, CCS Sports Scholarship, 
Graduateship Bursary Fund, Graduate 
Chemists’ Welfare Fund and scholarships for 
the DLT diplomates. Scholarships granted as 
financial assistance include CCS Financial Aid 
Scholarships, and Payment benefits for children 
of cooperate members with life memberships. 

OVERALL OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC 
PERFORMANCE 

There are three awards for the best overall 
performance at the GIC programme. In 
addition to the above awards, there are several 
awards bestowed upon students who show 
the highest overall performance in a particular 
subject area in chemistry throughout the 4 
years of study. The award that goes to the 
student who exhibits the most exceptional 
overall academic prowess is known as the 
Shireen Jayasuriya Gold Medal, which is the 
most prestigious commendation that can be 
awarded to a student pursuing the BSc and GIC 
programmes.

SUBJECT PRIZES 

Prizes are awarded to students who excel in 
subject specific courses of study offered at the 
College of Chemical Sciences. The prizes are 
funded by the Institute and also by donors who 
are esteemed individuals willing to encourage 
young minds to reach greater heights.
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ALL ROUNDER AWARDS 

These awards are presented to undergraduates 
in recognition of their achievements in 
academics and extra-curricular activities such 
as sports, aesthetics and other recreational 
activities. This is to encourage students to 
participate in activities that would enhance 
personality and skill, while simultaneously 
improving their knowledge in the discipline 
of science. The title of ‘The Best All Rounder 
of the Year’ is presented at the end of the 
GIC programme to the undergraduate who 
performs exceptionally well in both academic 
work and extra-curricular activities.  

BURSARIES 

We have invested more than two million 
rupees for the purpose of funding bursaries 
which are provided to students who are in 
need of financial aid (e.g. College’s Emergency 
Fund (earlier called Dean’s Emergency Fund). 
As an educational body that looks forward 
towards nurturing students, we recognize that 
sometimes during the course of a student’s 
life at the College of Chemical Sciences, 
misfortunes or very challenging situations may 
sometimes arise. We stand by our students in 
their time of need by providing any financial 
support they might require to continue to 
reach their goals and realize their dream of 
becoming a full-fledged graduate. 
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PERSONAL 
GROWTH AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Soft skills can have a positive influence 
on the careers and relationships that 
individuals opt to pursue in their 
professional life.  The curricula of the 
BSc and GIC programmes offered by CCS 
are not limited to subject matter and 
include enhancement courses such as 
general English, effective communication, 
active citizenship, career, personal 
development, and English for scientific 
writing. As such, a graduate of CCS 
will possess skills of communication, 
leadership, networking, and conflict 
resolution. 
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The College of Chemical Sciences constantly 
engages to uplift the quality of education 
that is provided and also the quality of 
students’ lives. The Career Guidance Unit of 
the Institute focuses on supporting students 
to compete in the corporate world and also 
to excel in graduate school. Soft skills are 
a must for an individual. Be it a researcher, 
chemist or a management trainee that you 
are aspiring to become, presentation skills 
and public speaking are necessary to make 
a striking first impression and to effectively 
convey your message to the audience. The 

Gavel Club of CCS is managed by the Career 
Guidance Unit and an ideal place to improve 
the aforementioned skills and gain confidence. 
Team building, leadership and punctuality are 
also important qualities that should be instilled 
in our undergraduates. The Career Guidance 
Unit hosts CV workshops, mock interview 
sessions, workshops on higher education 
opportunities and scholarships, and also 
awareness on what the industry expects from 
you. At CCS, we hope for our undergraduates 
to not only excel in the chosen field, but also to 
one day become worthy leaders in the world.

CAREER GUIDANCE
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LIFE AT CCS
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Life at CCS is an exuberant experience. As a 
freshman at our College, you are introduced 
to a wide range of events that makes your 
college life a spectacle indeed! As a freshman, 
you are warmly welcomed to the CCS family 
on a special night filled with colour, called the 
Fresher’s night, where acquaintances can be 
made with all the undergraduates studying 
at CCS. A sports day is also organized with a 
variety of activities to enhance communication 
and interaction between batch-mates and 
senior students. There are many clubs 
including the Debate Club, Gavel Club, Rotaract 
Club, Photography Club, and the first aid 
unit which is a branch of the  Saukyadana 
movement in Sri Lanka. These clubs help to 
enhance interpersonal skills and soft skills, 
and also aids the personality development 
of students. AURA, the annual variety 
entertainment show at CCS, is one of our major 
highlights. It’s a night that brings the talents of 
all undergraduates studying at CCS onto one 
platform.
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SPORTS

 We believe that an aspiring chemist must not 
only be intellectually capable but also physically 
fit. Taking part in sports activities is one of 
the best ways to relieve some of the stress 
of academic life. It has a positive impact on 
one’s mental health as well. Creating balanced 
individuals is at the forefront of our goals 
at CCS. The Institute offers sports activities 
although it does not have a playground or 
indoor courts of its own. However, to provide 
for our students, the Institute has signed 
several memorandums of understanding with 
sports complexes to enable such activities to 
proceed. Students have the opportunity to 
engage in cricket, rugby, football, swimming, 
badminton, basketball and chess. Thus, those 
who have pursued sports during their school 
years are able to continue the same here, and 
those who were not able to, can start afresh at 
“CCS Sports”. Regular practices are held, and 
Inter-Level and Inter-University tournaments 
take place annually. 
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

At CCS, we provide students an opportunity 
to engage in activities that are closely related 
to their academic work. For example, the 
Organic Chemistry Club of CCS, and the Society 
of Magicians are examples of clubs where 
students can directly their subject knowledge. 
Moreover, an active learning environment is 
provided where students can learn so much 
more than the content of the lecture notes. 
Inter-university competitions such as the quiz 
competition, poster presentation competition, 
and thesis competition are few other examples 
of events in which our undergraduates have 
actively participated during the past years. 
Colloquiums organized by the Institute 
provide ample learning opportunities for 
undergraduates to stay updated on the latest 
scientific developments. 
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STUDENT LIFE

Many multicultural activities to celebrate 
unique festivities take place at CCS. The 
Sinhala and Tamil New Year, Wesak, Ramadan, 
Christmas and Navarathri are celebrated with 
all students coming together from different 
walks of life. A Dharma sermon and an Alms-
giving to the temple on poya days, and a 
thanksgiving mass at the dawn of a New 
Year are customary at the Institute. These 
activities are focused on reinforcing the bond 
of friendship and love amongst the student 
community within the College

Despite the tight schedules of practical and 
theory courses, our undergraduates manage 
to dedicate time and energy ti be creative 
and innovative. These cultural and religious 
activities provide an opportunity for students 
to learn about and respect the traditions of 
different ethnic communities. Organizing such 
events undoubtedly helps develop the much 
needed team spirit in today’s world. If the 
greatest challenge in life is to travel in pace 
with time, why not make it worthwhile and 
memorable with us at CCS?
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Guided by our commitment to the welfare 
of the Institute and our community, lectures 
have been confined to online learning whilst 
employing innovative teaching methods to 
ensure that the academic activities of the 

students do not get hindered. Bubble systems 
have been employed to ensure the smooth 
conduction of examinations and laboratory 
sessions. 

THE NEW NORMAL



43

YOUR 
SAFETY 
IS OUR 
PRIORITY! 
Student safety is always a matter of priority at 
CCS. During laboratory sessions or research 
bench-work, students are strictly required to 
observe all laboratory safety protocols., within 
the laboratory premises. During other events 
that take place within the Institute premises, or 
student activities which may take place outside 
the institute premises, or any situations that 
may affect the country as a whole such as the 
current pandemic situation, we ensure that all 
safety standards are observed at all times. 
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