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“Farewell, to all the earthly remains. 
No burden, 

No further debts to be paid. 
Atlas can rest his weary bones. 

The weight of the world, 
All falls away,  

In time.”

Verse 1 of “Good Riddance”
a song sung by the ancient Greek muse Eurydice,

which describes the blissfulness of death
(in the critically acclaimed videogame ‘Hades’)

Don’t miss a single issue
Subscribe now to The Gavelier:
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Having an uncanny resemblance 
to each other and being born 

just four days apart, some say that one 
was “born” to be The Great dictator 
while the other was born to be his polar 
opposite as one made millions weep 
while the other made them laugh.

Sir Charles Spencer Chaplin Jr did 
an immense service to the world by 
making millions of sorrowful souls 
laugh through his renowned silent 
comedy films, unveiling us to a world 
of humor through silence, until he 
decided to raise his voice, leaving the 
whole world at the edge of their seats. 
Where? In his very first true sound film, 
The Great Dictator.

One might think that no one else 
could portray that certain character he 
played in the film just as fine as him, 
because he himself saw the horrific, yet 
enthralling resemblance he had to none 
other than Adolf Hitler. 

Chaplin was always tormented by the 
similarities, as Charles Chaplin Jr. wrote 
in the memoir of his father “My Father, 
Charlie Chaplin”, Dad could never 
think of Hitler without a shudder, 
half of horror, half of fascination. 
“Just think”, he would say uneasily, 
“He’s the madman, I’m the comic. 
But it could have been the other way 
around.”

With all this haunting one’s mind, one 
would try to mind their own business 
and stay as far away from the madman 
as possible, but Chaplin didn’t think 
twice to play his part to humanity, 
when he wrote the speech that he says 
at the end of the movie. Instead of a 
gun, or a pen, he took his camera and 
used his thus-far muted voice to stand 
against the tyrant he despised, and 
through a lot of obstacles 
he released the movie in 
1940, enraging thousands 
of Nazis and followers of 
Hitler. Just as he desired, 
he succeeded in making 
a huge impact in the 
world, mainly through 
the final speech, using 
the fame to stab the 
Achilles heel of the Nazi 
believers and to spark 
hope in the oppressed.

I’m sorry, but I don’t 
want to be an emperor. 
That’s not my business. I 

don’t want to rule or conquer anyone. I 
should like to help everyone - if possible 
- Jew, Gentile - black man - white. We 
all want to help one another. Human 
beings are like that. We want to live 
by each other’s happiness - not by each 
other’s misery. We don’t want to hate 
and despise one another. In this world 
there is room for everyone. And the 
good earth is rich and can provide for 
everyone. The way of life can be free 
and beautiful, but we have lost the 
way.

Now this would be a nightmare to 
Hitler, something he would rather 
die than voice out, but this was what 
Adenoid Hynkel, the representative 
character of Adolf Hitler says in his 

monologue. In the film, a Jewish barber 
who looks exactly like Hynkel escapes 
a concentration camp and on his way 
home is mistaken to be Hynkel and 
is forced to impersonate the Great 
Dictator and address the gathering as 
the only way to save his life. And as 
he does, much to the confusion and 
bewilderment of the audience he states 
that he has had a change of heart and 
begin his speech about democracy.

Greed has poisoned men’s souls, 
has barricaded the world with hate, 
has goose-stepped us into misery 
and bloodshed. We have developed 
speed, but we have shut ourselves in. 
Machinery that gives abundance has 
left us in want. Our knowledge has 
made us cynical. Our leverness, hard 
and unkind. We think too much and 
feel too little. More than machinery we 
need humanity. More than cleverness 
we need kindness and gentleness. 
Without these qualities, life will be 
violent, and all will be lost…

He is silent for a few seconds before 
he begins speaking, showing how he 
is reminiscing, and ruminating how 
to start, his head lowered slightly, his 
eyes reflecting the great distress of 
the hopeless lives in Jewish ghettos, 
his voice somewhat subdued. But in 
the next part of the speech his voice 
becomes firmer and more stern, gaining 
more speed and certainty. It shows how 
Chaplin spent many months drafting 
and re-writing the speech for the end 
of the film, because he knew well that 
this was challenging the dictatorship 
firsthand, as by that time the United 
States was still formally at peace with 
Nazi Germany since it was the early 
days of World War II.

The aeroplane and the radio have 
brought us closer together. The very 
nature of these inventions cries out 
for the goodness in men - cries out 
for universal brotherhood - for the 
unity of us all. Even now my voice is 
reaching millions throughout the world 
- millions of despairing men, women, 
and little children - victims of a system 
that makes men torture and imprison 
innocent people, he continues.

To those who can 
hear me, I say - do not 
despair. The misery that 
is now upon us is but the 
passing of greed - the 
bitterness of men who 
fear the way of human 
progress. The hate of 
men will pass, and 
dictators die, and the 
power they took from the 
people will return to the 
people.

And so long as men 
die, liberty will never 
perish…

-By Amali Nelunika

The Great Dictator
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By this point, his eyes were full of 
passion, his forehead wrinkling in 
determination to change the minds of 
the gathering, despite his life being at 
stake. After having his eyes focused 
directly at the front until now, he turns 
to the sides, calling the soldiers who 
have pledged their lives to the service 
of fascism, antisemitism. He calls the 
Nazi leaders brutes, and machine 
men with machine hearts, and the 
unloved. As the speech progresses, his 
voice becomes strong, powerful and 
impatient as he tries to make them see 
what’s really happening, how they have 
been blinded by their leaders.

Soldiers! don’t give yourselves to 
brutes - men who despise you - enslave 
you - who regiment your lives - tell you 
what to do - what to 
think and what to 
feel! Who drill you - 
diet you - treat youlike 
cattle, use you as 
cannon fodder. Don’t 
give yourselves to 
these unnatural men 
- machine men with 
machine minds and 
machine hearts! You 
are not machines! You 
are not cattle! You 
are men! You have 
the love of humanity 
in your hearts! You 
don’t hate! Only the 
unloved hate - the 
unloved and the 
unnatural! Soldiers! 
Don’t fight for 
slavery! Fight for 
liberty!

Then he starts to talk about the real 
deal, confronting the exact idea of 
Hitler, the idea that Germans were the 
only pure-blooded race, that it is only 
to the pure-blooded the world should 
belong.

In chapter 17 of St Luke it is written: 
“the Kingdom of God is within 
man” - not one man nor a group of 
men, but in all men! In you! You, the 
people have the power - the power to 
create machines. The power to create 

happiness! You, the people, have 
the power to make this life free and 
beautiful, to make this life a wonderful 
adventure.

He raises his voice more and more as 
he continues to speak his heart out, to 
pour sense into the gathering, to pour 
sense into the cruelty that was hidden 
inside the cloak so called greatness.

Then - in the name of democracy - let 
us use that power - let us all unite. Let 
us fight for a new world - a decent 
world that will give men a chance to 
work - that will give youth a future 
and old age a security. By the promise 
of these things, brutes have risen 
to power. But they lie! They do not 
fulfil that promise. They never will! 
Dictators free themselves but they 

enslave the people!

Now let us fight to fulfil that promise! 
Let us fight to free the world - to do 
away with national barriers - to 
do away with greed, with hate and 
intolerance. Let us fight for a world 
of reason, a world where science 
and progress will lead to all men’s 
happiness. Soldiers! in the name of 
democracy, let us all unite!

Even though it seems like a fabricated 

speech in another movie, this speech 
shook the world when it was released 
as it was very much planned and 
constructed by the writer Chaplin 
himself, during a time where even 
spreading the slightest rebellious idea 
could cost one’s life. Just like almost 
all his films, this too was written, 
directed, produced, and composed by 
Chaplin while he portrayed both the 
characters of the Jewish barber and the 
Hitler character double. Many people 
criticized the speech, and thought it 
was superfluous to the film while others 
found it very much uplifting. 

As the film was written and released 
during the very beginning of the 
second world war, Chaplin later stated 
in his autobiography that if he had he 

had known about the 
true extent of the 
horrors of the Nazi 
concentration camps 
during the war, he 
could never had made 
the film considering it 
was a satirical comedy 
drama. The relevancy 
of the speech does 
not remain only in the 
world war era but it is 
ideal for today’s world 
for one doesn’t have 
to belong to a certain 
category of oppressed 
or discriminated, 
one simply needs to 
be a human, as he 
quotes himself in his 
autobiography, “One 
doesn’t have to be a Jew 

to be anti-Nazi. All one 
has to be is a normal decent human being.”

The beauty and the wonder of it all is 
that the man who never spoke a word 
and made the world laugh spoke for 
the first time, and made the world cry 
with truth, realization and humanity. As 
a group of people in search of the great 
unknown through the path of science 
and chemistry, I believe it is our duty to 
“…fight for a world of reason, a world 
where science and progress will lead to 
all men’s happiness.”

The Great Dicator making his speech
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Do we actually want you to annoy a large 
herbivore with deadly horns?

 
Not really.

Nag a ram, is a word or a phrase formed by 
rearranging the letters of another word or a phrase. 
Even the ancient Greeks used them to fool their friends.

 Can you figure out this Anagram?

EARTH

hint: Eitherway, home is where this is...

Anagram

Answer to last month’s Anagram:
PLAYERS - PARSLEY

‘The Gavelier’ Board of Editors:

Anupa Somasiri

Minoli Rupasinghe

Upeksha ‘Mona’ Nilnuwani

Gimhani Jayathilake

Lasani Gunawardena

Sasanka Yakandawala

Jayath de Silva

Yohara Ranasinghe

Senan Alwis

Amali Nelunika

I am in the eye of the 
holder of ‘Be’

Who am I?
Answer to last issue’s riddle:

Live Wire

A set of words that seem so fickle
A story hiding in the middle

You can think or you can scribble
Will you be able to solve our riddle?
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Although it might not look like it, CCS 
is a place brimming with many telented 
individuals, and in “tête à tête”, we get 
to know those exceptional students.

This month we have one of the most 
talented and successful individuals at 
CCS. She is enthusiastic and loud and 
one of the friendliest people you’ll ever 
meet. She is of course ‘The Marvelous’ 
Samadhi Nawalage.

Welcome Samadhi to tete a tete, 
to start things off. Why don’t you 
introduce yourself to our readers?

I’m Samadhi Nawalage. I studied 
at Lyceum International School, 
Nugegoda. I did my bachelor’s 
degree in chemistry at the Institute 
of Chemistry Ceylon. Well, I’m a 
very talkative person and sometimes, 
I’m just “head empty no thoughts”. I 
tend to go on and on about things just 
randomly. I’m a very random person. 
Spontaneous, tend to do a lot of things 
on impulse. All in all, I guess I’m a very 
friendly person.

 Samadhi, what made you choose 
chemistry as your academic path?

To be honest, I didn’t have a set 
goal.  I didn’t know what I wanted to 
pursue after I did my A/L s. I went to 
an International School and almost all 
my friends went abroad to do higher 
studies, but somehow my father got to 
know about the Institute of Chemistry 
from one of his friends. Even though 
I didn’t know whether this was the 
right choice, I decided to follow it. 
Anyways, I got enrolled at the Institute 
of Chemistry to do chemistry for four 
years and I think that was one of the 
best decisions that I’ve made in my 
life, and that is the main reason why 
I’m here today doing my PhD and also 
surrounded by such a great crowd. I’m 
really thankful to my father for helping 
me make that decision. 

How 
would you 

describe 
yourself as 
a student, a 
mischievous 

one or a hard 
working one? 

I’m kind of in the 
middle, I dream a 
lot, I picture myself 

the way I want 
to be in the 
future, so I 

tend to work 
towards it, but at the 

same time I kind of feel like 
I get distracted a lot. I had 
a lot of problems managing 

my time because I did a lot of 
extracurricular activities when I 

was in Ichem. It was a problem that I 

had since school, time management, 
procrastination, I should say even 
though I wanted to set my mind to 
achieve a goal, sometimes I tend to get 
deviated and then I had to work really 
hard to come back. I won’t say that I’m 
the perfect example of a student, but 
if I felt like I was failing somewhere, 
that really motivated me to get back 
on track. Also, I had a lot of really 
good mentors, peer mentors and also 
lecturers who helped me get back on 
track. So, I describe myself as a person 
who’s in the middle, not too studious 
and not too mischievous.

How was your life at CCS?

It was really amazing. Talking about 
it just gives me the chills. Because I 
really enjoyed it. I’m not saying that I 
didn’t have bad times, there were many 
times I just wanted to quit doing my 
degree because it was too stressful, but 
that’s just a very minor part of it. The 
major part of it was it had everything 
to do with the fun that I had with my 
friends. For some reason the stress 
became a beautiful part of it as well.

When talking about life at CCS, 
gavel was like a major thing. The 
installations, the competitions, the get 
togethers, that was a major part. I think 
Gavel was the place where I was able to 
be myself and express myself and that 
is one of the main reasons why people 
know me for who I am, so I’m humbly 
thankful for gavel. I must also talk 
about my research.  I had an awesome 
research group. I was in Dr. Ranmal’s 
research group. Being a part of Dr. 
Ranmal’s Research Group, being a part 
of gavel, being a part of my batch, the 
interlevel items that I took part in, it 
was just an amazing time that I had 
there. It was so self-fulfilling. I would 
say I’m very glad that I didn’t stick to 
the book but managed to somehow 
strive in the field of chemistry while 
doing everything else that I liked, 
like public speaking, dancing, and 
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everything else, so CCS became a 
wonderful place where I improved 
myself as a researcher on one side and 
as a person on the other side.

You were the VP Education of 
the gavel club of CCS from 2018 to 
2019, what made you join gavel and 
how was that experience?

I loved public speaking for some weird 
reason. When I was in Lyceum, since 
grade one we had public speaking as 
a subject, and as a small child in grade 
one I was terrified of public speaking 
but as I grew I kind of started liking 
it. I really liked the fact that what I 
said was not judged and I could speak 
openly about a topic that I liked. 
Everyone’s attention was on me, and 
I really liked that. I really liked how 
people came together to share their 
opinions and perspectives during 
public speaking. Specially in gavel, 
it’s all about how well we listen to one 
another and how much we respect 
each other’s ideologies, sometimes it’s 
not something that we agree on, but 
gavel teaches us to communicate with 
the other person in a very respectable 
manner, without putting their opinions 
down. It’s called constructive criticism. 
I knew about gavel before I joined 
Gavel CCS so I knew what I could 
get out of it. It actually gave me more 
than I expected. I made good friends. 
I made really good memories and I got 

the chance to network with people so 
it’s the self-satisfaction that I got as a 
public speaker and because I like to 
talk and talk and talk about a lot of 
things. 

Samadhi you were one of the 
finalists in the All-Island Best 
Gavel Speaker competition for the 
impromptu and prepared speech 
categories, runners up of Speech 
Masters in 2015 and 2017, and also 
became the first in the Rotary inter 
university speech competition. How 
was the experience of taking part in 
a speech competition of that scale 
like?

It was like a dream come true. When 
I was in school, I knew that there was 
something called the All-Island best 
gavel speaker. I used to participate in 
competitions in school and ended up 
being finalist, but never won a place, 
I even participated in the all-island 
competition as a school child but 
was never placed and was not even a 
finalist. There were times that I wished 
to win a place and when it finally 
happened at the Speech Masters 2016, 
it was really thrilling. 

To be honest I really enjoyed every 
bit of it. Before I went onstage, I felt 
nervous and was literally shaking, but 
on stage, I don’t know how to say it, 
but it’s just you and you doing your 

thing, and it was such a self-fulfilling 
experience. Being a finalist on stage, 
when you finally feel you are doing 
something with the little bit of talent 
that you have, that is such an amazing 
experience. I consider it a privilege 
to be up there on stage speaking to a 
really big audience, also I love making 
eye contact, I really like that initial 
connection that I make when I’m on 
stage. The point that I’m trying to 
make. I enjoy that entire process. So, in 
all those competitions, even though I 
was not placed in some of them and just 
a finalist, it was about improvement. 
When I became the runners up in 
speech masters, I couldn’t believe it. I 
honestly didn’t expect that, and I was 
so thrilled. 

People began to think that I’m a good 
speaker, but I knew I was not. Even 
though I could do prepared speeches, 
I was not a good impromptu speaker. 
I did not get selected for the final of 
all – island gavel speaking impromptu 
category in the first competition they 
had. I mean, even though I can act on 
impulse I realized I couldn’t speak 
on impulse. It was there in my head, 
but towards the end, I worked on my 
impromptu speaking, and somehow 
made it to finals. That entire journey 
was all about improving myself as a 
speaker and the satisfaction that I got 
out of it being there on that big stage.

So, being a very fine public speaker, 
what is your take on effective 
communication? How has it helped 
you to get where you are today and 
how is it important for young adults 
or young professionals?

Effective communication is definitely 
one of the most important soft skills 
that anyone should have. Even in the 
field of chemistry you can be one of 
the most hardworking researchers. You 
can work day and night and you can 
find something beautiful that is going 
to change the world. But if you can’t 
get that across to the people or if you 
can’t pitch it well then you have not 
achieved complete success. Effective 
communication is all about directly 
conveying your point. So that the 
people will understand and appreciate.

 As a PhD student, we have to do a 
lot of presentations. I guess someone 
who has been in gavel, will be more 
confident than a person who has never Samadhi in her element
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done something like that. The world 
around us is all about communication so 
effective communication is one of the 
most important aspects of anyone’s life. 

Speaking of chemistry, you did 
your undergraduate research in 
analytical chemistry, and you are 
initially doing your PhD in the 
USA in the analytical side as well, 
what made you choose analytical 
chemistry over the others?

Once again, just like my decision to do 
chemistry, doing analytical chemistry 
was something that happened to cross 
my path. When I was in year three at 
CCS there was a lecturer called Dr. 
Mohommed Infas. He was the one who 
suggested me to talk to Dr. Ranmal 
Gunatilake. Dr. Ranmal specialized in 
analytical chemistry and when I went 
and spoke to him, he agreed to take 
me in. Working with Dr. Ranmal was 
one of the best decisions I’ve made in 
my life as he was an amazing mentor. 
He played a major role in most of my 
successes that I’ve had so far, especially 
when it came to my academics. He 
was the one who introduced me to 
research and made me like analytical 
chemistry. He was the one who helped 
me get this opportunity for my PhD. 
He was the one who helped me to 
understand about publications and 
scientific writing. If I’m to talk about 
the beginning of my research career, it 
would be entirely about Dr. Ranmal, 
He was just an amazing mentor. 

In my third year, I was not doing all 

that well in my studies. Doing well in 
the sense it was not up to my standard. 
It was very average and sometimes I 
guess below average. Dr. Ranmal was 
the one who spoke to me about it. 
He was the one who pointed out my 
strengths and weaknesses. My research 
topic changed five times and I had one 
month to complete my research and 
yet I pulled it off thanks to Dr. Ranmal 
who guided me every step of the 
way. Now, that doesn’t mean he was 
always there with me. He mentored 
me till I liked analytical chemistry and 
developed my independent thinking 
skills.

 After I got the initial taste about what 
analytical chemistry was and realized I 
could do so much in this field I wanted 
to go for it.

I came to the USA to do a PhD in 
chemical education because I wanted 
to do something new. After pursuing 
that field for one year, I somehow, 
got an opportunity to change my field 
because it became really evident that 
I liked analytical chemistry more and I 
wanted to do analytical chemistry. So, 
I shifted from chemical education to 
analytical chemistry.

Can you tell us a bit more about 
your undergraduate research and 
your PhD?

The topic of my undergraduate 
research was Incorporation of a 
preconditioning step for the adsorption 
of Methylene Blue using Douglas 
Fir biochar. Currently, my PhD is 

related to optical spectroscopy, and is 
mainly focused on improving optical 
spectroscopic methods.

That being said, what is 
your advice to the young 
undergraduates?

Please enjoy your life.  I know 
education is an important aspect of 
our life. Our parents want us to be 
educated. Everyone who loves us 
wants us to be educated. Once you 
are educated you can go high up in 
your life and in your career to achieve 
your dreams, but sometimes I feel 
somewhere down the line we tend to 
lose ourselves. We get so caught up 
with our studies and our goals that we 
sometimes forget to enjoy life.

Make the most out of the little 
moments So my advice to the 
undergraduates is to not stop enjoying 
your life or do not stop enjoying the 
little time that you have because you 
can drop dead at any moment. 

Another advice is never lose yourself 
in your journey to achieve your goals. 
And the third advice I would give you 
is, this may sound contradicting, but if 
you set your mind on doing something, 
just try as much as possible to prioritize 
your work and achieve it, and if you can 
prioritize your work, you can definitely 
have some time for yourself because 
making yourself a priority is a priority 
too. 

What are your interests other than 
chemistry?

I love dancing, I used to be a violinist, 
but I have not played the violin n about 
two years now. I love listening to music 
and that’s how I do most of my stuff 
here in the US. I listen to old Sinhala 
songs, in the lab when working. I love 
walking in the night. And I really love 
small group parties with people who 
are really close to me. We bring about 
two or three pizzas, about 2 Bottles of 
coke and then we sit down, chat, sing, 
dance and share what happened during 
the day. I really enjoy that. I also enjoy 
drinking coffee. I’m kind of addicted 
to it. I hated it when I was in Sri Lanka 
but for some reason, I really like it now. 
Yeah, those are my interests.

Dr. Ranmal’s Research Group
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Now for some fun and exciting 
questions.

Samadhi, describe yourself in three 
words.

Dramatic, loud, and exciting.

If you could be any animal, what 
would you be and why?

Bird so that I can fly. 

Who’s your favorite speaker?

My father.

Who’s your celebrity crush these 
days?

The guy in Podu, Randika 
Gunathilake, that’s my celebrity crush. 
I really like that radical aspect of his 
personality.

Are you a sporty person?

 I would describe myself as an active 
person. I didn’t do a lot of sports when 
I was in school, but I’m thankfully 
quite active.

If you were to have a superpower, 
what would it be?

The power to heal. 

Describe the color yellow to a blind 
person.

I would say the color yellow is the 
feeling you get when you are really 
excited about something. I mean when 
I see yellow, I feel happy, it is exactly 
how you would feel when you are 
walking on a bright sunny day in the 
park.

Five qualities that you would find 
in a guy to be attractive

How he respects his parents, open-
minded, fun, empathetic, intelligence 
and the way he interacts with the ups 
and downs on the world around him.

What is that one book you would 
recommend everyone to read?

Life Changers; Dreamers and 
Doers by Robert H Schuller. It was 
a wonderful book because it had 
interesting short stories. 

What was your favorite place to 
dine in Sri Lanka and your favorite 
dish?

Pizza Hut, cheese pizza. 

What is that one place in your 
bucket list that you want to visit 
before you die?

Definitely, Paris. 

If you could go back in time and 
change one thing, what would it be?

My mindset as a A/level student. That 
mindset includes every single emotion 
I’ve felt. I could have handled myself 
better and done better in many ways if 
I had a different mindset. 

We come to a final question, where 
do you see yourself in 10 years?

I see myself as a less confused human 
being who is much happier internally 
than how I am now. 

Thank you Samadhi, for giving us 
a brief glimpse into your character. 

It was a pleasure.

Interviewed by

Gimhani Jayatilleke

Lasani Gunawardana

Thiyangi De silva

Living it up in the US of A

mailto:gavelccs%40gmail.com?subject=Joining%20Gavel%20CCS
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Have you been waiting to see what’s been 
happening at Gavel for the past 8 months? 
Well, after a long break, the news corner is 
back to bring you the inside scoop of Gavel 
CCS!

85th Educational Meeting 

Themed meetings are always a special 
opportunity for Gavel CCS members to 
be creative and have fun.

The 85th of Educational Meeting of 
Gavel Club of CCS was held on Wednes-
day, 29th December 2021 via zoom. 

The theme of the meeting was Christ-
mas. It is one of the most joyous ceremo-
nies amongst Christians. The meeting 
started with an extended round-robin 
session, where everyone got the chance 
to share their thoughts on how they 
celebrate Christmas. Kicking off the 
informal part of the meeting, everyone 
participated in a very enjoyable games 
session where we guessed the songs 
(Christmas-related of course) while 
singing along to the lyrics. In the end, 
we had a Pictionary session to finish off 
the meeting. This is how we celebrated 
Christmas with a lot of zeal and said 
goodbye to 2021!

86th Educational Meeting 

New Year is all about new beginnings 
and fresh starts. It’s not always trying to 
fix something that’s broken, but to start 
over and create something better.

The 86th meeting was marked as the 
very first educational meeting of the 
Gavel CCS. It was held on Saturday 22nd 
January 2022 via Zoom which was con-
ducted under the theme ‘First Chapter’. 
The meeting commenced with club 
President, Gav. Anupa Somasiri calling 
the meeting to order. As the TMOD, 
Gav. Sasanka Yakandawala (For the un-
initiated, TMOD stands for Toastmaster 
of the Day, the role which takes the lead 
of an educational meeting and sets the 
theme) gave insightful thoughts on the 
theme. The Round Robin was indeed an 
energetic and amazing session as always. 
Following that, the Table Topics session 
had some open interesting topics and 
anonymous topics as well. The meeting 
ended with an informal session making 
it one of the most outstanding meetings 
held in Gavel Club of CCS.

3rd Book Club Meeting

Maybe you are a bookworm looking to 
meet fellow bookworms. Maybe you’re 

not reading as much as you’d like but 
you want to encourage yourself to pick 
up a good book more often. Whatever 
your reason is for starting to read a book, 
book club meetings are the right place!

The 3rd book club meeting of the Gavel 
Club of CCS was held on the 30th Janu-
ary 2022 via Zoom.

The meeting was very engaging as 
always. There were so many interesting 
book discussions. Everyone went down 
memory lane and talked about how they 
became interested in books, how reading 
extensively makes a person an intellec-
tual, how it helps in the overall growth 
of the brain as well as personality, and a 
bunch of amazing topics.

Everybody in the meeting had a chance 
to talk about their favorite book, and 
were met with genuine curiosity from 
the other members. 

87th Educational Meeting 

You don’t need to own a pet to talk 
about pets. They give you love, give 
you happiness but above all, they teach 
you how to love each other. Those were 
the key takeaways from the 87th Edu-
cational Meeting of Gavel CCS, which 
was about pets. The meeting was held 
on the 3rd February 2022 via Zoom. The 
meeting started off with the TMOD 
Gav. Dinushi Fernando introduced the 
theme and how much pets mean to her. 
The round-robin session started off with 
an engaging story-building session which 
was very engaging and interesting. 
Following that, the table topics session 
went smoothly and the speakers had the 
opportunity to express themselves.

As usual, the meeting concluded with 
an informal session in which everyone 
had a great time interacting with each 
other. 

Catch up on what happened at 
Gavel CCS!
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The Orator

The Orator is a speech marathon 
conducted on helping members of the 
club, improve through the Toastmasters 
International Competent Communicator 
program.

 The third quest of the Orator took 
place from 6th February, from 10.00 a.m. 
via Zoom. The third quest was an ulti-
mate success with nine speakers (Gav. 
Yohara, Gav. Dinishi, Gav. Anupa, Gav. 
Lasani, Gav. Nihinsa, Gav. Dulyana, 
Gav. Vidhurinda, Gav. Amali, Gav. Su-
jayee) and eight evaluators (Gav. Jayath, 
Gav. Vidhurinda, Gav. Yohara, Gav. Uth-
sara, Gav. Gimhani, Gav. Dinushi, Gav. 
Anupa, Gav. Nihinsa). All the speakers 
gave fantastic speeches. Speech props 
were utilized by certain speakers to 
make their speeches more efficient and 
engaging. Afterward, they were given 
valuable feedback on their speeches. I 
wish all the gaveliers who took part in 
the third quest of ‘The Orator’ the best 
of luck for the rest of their Comptent 
Communicator journeys! 

88th Educational Meeting 

Valentine’s Day is steeped in the con-
cept of giving and receiving love in the 
name of St. Valentine. 

The 88th meeting was all about love. 
It was held on a Sunday, 13th February 
2022, where we celebrated Valentine’s 
a bit early. It was a very interesting and 
intimate setting where everyone got 
a chance to speak up. Since it was a 
themed meeting, the TMOD  (Gav. An-
upa Somasiri) was addressed as the Love 
Master and the Round Robin Master was 
addressed as Cupid. The Round Robin 
session, called “Who’s Your Crush?” was 
initiated by the Cupid. This session 
had a twist to it (as so many round robin 
sessions do) where the ‘crushes’ were 
randomly assigned to each speaker from 
the list of participants in the meeting. 
Needless to say, awkward pauses and 
blushes followed. There was even a 
match made in heaven, where two 
participants got assigned each other as 
mutual crushes. 

Everybody was very enthusiastic during 
the Table Topics session and volun-
teered for most of the listed topics and 
delivered amazing speeches. In the 
informal session, a game session was 
conducted by our very own Gav. Anupa.

Credence 2022

Credence is the prepared speech & 
speech evaluation workshop by the Gav-
el Club of CCS, and the 2022 iteration 
of it was successfully held on the 19th of 
February via Zoom.

The workshop was conducted by two 
renowned speakers. The first speaker for 
the day was the CEO at Success Zante, 
country director Parkway Hospitals 
Singapore, the past division director of 
Toastmaster division E district 82 and a 
multi-talented public speaking champi-
on, Toastmaster Shuvo Hridayesh. He 

took the stage to spice things off with 
lots of energy. 

The second speaker was Toastmaster 
Sandun Fernando, a well-known public 
speaking champion. He is the COO at 
CEMEX HRM, a Director & Perfor-
mance Strategist at Blue Mango Part-
ners. He is also a master practitioner in 
NLP. T.M. Sandun is also the Worldwide 
Impromptu Speaking Champion 2021, 
and the District 82 Winner of Evalua-
tions and Impromptu Speaking 2016, He 
is a member of Smedley Toastmasters 
and was also a past president of the club 
in the year 2014. Toastmaster Sandun 
took the stage matching the same won-
derful energy from Toastmaster Shuvo.

With such a fantastic duo of speakers, 
the event was informative, attractive, 
and a massive success. I can’t let my 
article close without thanking both the 
humble Toastmasters, and all the guests 
who showed up with lots of enthusiasm 
and supported us making this event a 
memorable and successful one.
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CCS Best Speaker 2022
“Success is the sum of small efforts repeated 

day in and day out” ~Robert Collier

Competitions have always been an in-
tegral part of the Gavel CCS. ‘CCS Best 
Speaker 2022’, the most awaited speech 
competition hosted by the Gavel Club of 
CCS, was held on the 27th of February 
2022 from 8.00 a.m. onwards via Zoom. 
A steadfast team of Gaveliers worked 
very hard to make the event successful.

 The competition consisted of two 
avenues: Prepared Speech and Speech 
Evaluation. The competition was a mas-
sive success with many graceful speech-
es being delivered by the competitors. 
The completion was judged by a team of 
eight judges from Toastmasters Interna-
tional. The chief judge for the competi-
tion was the Distingushed Toastmaster 
Chandrasiri Wanasinghe. 

 The winners of the competition were 
as follows.

Prepared Speech Contest
Winner 

Gav. Dheena Liyaudeen 
 

1st runner-up 
Gav. Dinara Gunathillake 

 
2nd runner-up 

Gav. Gimhani Jayathillake

Speech Evaluation Contest 
Winner 

Gav. Senan Alwis
 

1st runner-up 

Gav. Janani Rajadhurai 
 

2nd runner-up 

Gav. Gimhani Jayathillake

Our warmest wishes go out to the win-
ners, and our heartfelt appreciation to all 
the participants! Keep raising the Gavel 
CCS name up high!

Inside Leadership 
Time passed so fast for the executive 

committee of 2021/22 of Gavel CCS, 
that it was now time to start handing 
over the reins to the next EXCO. 

Inside leadership is a program conduct-
ed by the outgoing executive committee 
for the benefit of the incoming execu-
tive committee members. This time, 
it was conducted in three sections. A 
brief description of the responsibilities 
of each exco fellow was detailed and 
clarified by the current position holders. 
Furthermore, a quick introduction to 
how the club regulates was described. 
The session contained various shades 
of leadership duties. The session was 
an absolute success. I’m confident that 

the upcoming EXCO members will use 
their core leadership qualities to find a 
win-win in everything they lead.

Annual General Meeting – 
2021/22
“Every new beginning arrives from some 

other beginning’s end” ~Seneca 

The Annual General Meeting for the 
year 2021/22 was held on 17th April 2022 

where the reigns of the club were offi-
cially handed over to the new executive 
committee as the club undertakes this 
new chapter. 

The meeting began with a summary 
of the Secretary’s report by Gav. Lasani 
Gunawardena and Gav. Amaya Suri-
yaarachchi and the Treasurer’s report by 
Gav. Nihinsa Upendradasa for the year 
2021/22. The meeting continued with 
the address by the outgoing President 
Gav. Anupa Somasiri.

The meeting proceeded with an intro-
duction of the new executive committee 
for the year 2022/23. The incoming pres-
ident, Gav. Sanuga Nanayakkara made 
his first and foremost official speech and 
the meeting concluded with a vote of 
thanks.
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The New Executive Committee for the 
Year 2022/23 is as follows; 
 
President 
Sanuga Nanayakkara 
 
Vice President - Education 
Amali Nelunika 
 
Vice President - Membership 
Keshiah Fernandez 
 
Vice President - Public Relations 
Dulyana Jayathilake 
 
Secretary 
Harini De Silva 
 
Treasurer 
Hasangee Gunasinghe 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Sujayee Athukorala 
 
Deputy Vice President - Education 
Senaya Muhandiram 
 
Deputy Vice President - Membership 
Dinara Gunatillake 
 
Assistant Secretary 
Dheenah Liyaudeen

A huge appreciation and respect go to 
the outgoing executive committee for 
the incredible job they carried out, and 
we wish the new EXCO members the 
best of luck, hoping they will take Gavel 
CCS to greater heights.

89th Educational Meeting 

Friendship has meaningful integrity in 
our lives. Some are even life-changing so 
we must cherish friendship. 

The EXCO of 2022/23 organized their 
first educational meeting on the 23rd of 
May, which was the 89th overall educa-
tional meeting of Gavel CCS. The meet-
ing theme was friendship. The meeting 
started with an interesting round-robin 
session where everyone got an opportu-
nity to speak out about their memories 
with their friends. The round-robin 
session was followed by a wonderful 
table topics session and an excellent 
evaluation session.

As usual, the meeting concluded with 
an informal session in which everyone 
had a great time catching up with each 
other.

90th Educational Meeting 

When we were kids, every one of us 
used to believe lots of funny and bizarre 
collections of ideas. Recalling those 
memories will remind you what it was 
like to be a child and the things you used 
to believe weren’t so strange after all.

The 90th educational meeting was held 
under the title “ I do believe in...” 

As usual, the meeting started with a 
round-robin session where everyone got 
a chance to share their childhood beliefs. 
This was followed by an amazing table 
topics session where every speaker got a 
chance to pick up any topic they liked. 
The meeting was concluded after an 
extensive evaluation session.

91st Educational Meeting
The 91st educational meeting, which 

was a physical educational meeting held 
on the 12th of August, was such a special 
meeting in Gavel CCS history, that it 
deserves an article of its own in a future 
Gavelier issue.

The Future

I think the time has now come for me to take a backseat as the news liaison for the Gavelier. It was an absolute pleasure and 
wonderful experience, bringing you the inside scoop of Gavel CCS for the past year. This might be the edge of my time. But it’s 
definitely not the end of this corner. I know Gavel CCS is destined to continue doing great things. So I sincerely wish the might-
iest of success to the future editors of the Gavelier.

By Lasani Gunawardena
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“I don’t go looking for trouble. Trouble 
usually finds me.”

The above words were expressed by 
an imaginary boy visualized by Joanne 
Kathleen Rowling when she was in a 
delayed train that was traveling from 
Manchester to London’s King’s Cross 
station in the year 1990. She personified 
her imagination with the energy and 
power of her notions. Afterward, she 
published a magical book series by 
centralizing her imaginary wizard boy. 
Today, this series is a magnet where 
kids and adults alike from all around 
the world are attracted to it like pieces 
of iron. It’s safe to say that I am an iron 
piece in this regards. As you might have 
guessed, this series is Harry Potter.

This magical chronicle begins with the 
book “Philosopher’s Stone” and then 
it follows into “Chamber of Secrets”, 
“Prisoner of Azkaban”, “Goblet of Fire”, 
“Order of the Phoenix”, “Half-Blood 
Prince” and the “Deathly Hallows” in 
order. The first book was published on 
26th June 1997, while the final novel 
was published on 21st July 2007.

The manuscript of the first novel was 
submitted to twelve publishers and 
finally, it was bought by the Bloomsbury 
publication, in the United Kingdom. 
The author had to adopt a gender-
neutral pen name like J.K Rowling to 
appeal to the male readers, fearing that 
they would not be interested in reading 

a novel written by a woman. Her courage 
and determination at the beginning have 
made it the best-selling book series in 
history, where more than five hundred 
million copies were sold worldwide 
and have been translated into eighty 
languages. Also, the film adaptation 
of the book series was very successful, 
being the fourth highest-grossing film 
series of all time, at the time of writing. 
The success of the books and films has 
allowed the Harry Potter franchise to 
expand with many derivative works. 
They include a traveling exhibition that 
premiered in Chicago, a studio tour in 
London that opened in 2012, a digital 
publishing company “Pottermore” 
where fans can enjoy the writer’s new 
pieces. The play “Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child“, was premiered in the 
Palace Theatre of London. This play 
is based on a story co-written by J.K 
Rowling and later it was published by 
Little Brown. At the end of the day, 
the chronicle of Harry Potter made J.K. 
Rowling a world-famous author.

I will touch on the synopsis a bit 
without wading into the territory of 
spoilers. Harry’s parents were killed by 
a dark wizard called Voldemort when 
Harry was a baby. Voldemort tried to kill 
Harry too. Harry was the only person 
who could survive resisting the death 
curse. But a scar of a lightning bolt was 
created on his forehead. He became an 
eminent figure in the wizarding world 

due to this scar. The main arc of all 
these novels is the struggle of Harry 
and his team against the dark dictator 
Voldemort. 

While Harry is the main character, there 
are many other characters who made 
this series heart-touching and lively. 
Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger 
along with Harry Potter became popular 
as the “Golden Trio”. Professor Albus 
Dumbledore, Rubeus Hagrid, Sirius 
Black, Neville Longbottom, Luna 
Lovegood, and many more stood as 
great pillars of strength to Harry. Molly 
Weasley and Arthur Weasley, the parents 
of Ron cocooned Harry with the eternal 
love that he missed. However, his uncle 
and aunty, the Dursleys ill-treated him. 
The characters like Professor Snape, 
Draco Malfoy, and Lucius Malfoy along 
with Lord Voldemort were always on 
the mission of sabotaging Harry and his 
squad.

The writer fetches the reader to several 
prominent destinations within the 
whole chronicle. The major setting is 
the “Hogwarts School of Witchcraft And 
Wizardry”, the school of Harry and his 
friends. This is the setting for the climax 
in every book. The burrow is the cottage 
of the Weasley family. The Diagon alley 
is the wizard bazaar where Harry and his 
friends fulfill their school requirements. 
Places like these are visualized in the 
reader’s mind, making the novel more 
realistic.

The genre of this series is fantasy, 
camouflaged with the elements of 
mystery, thriller, adventure, horror, 
and romance. According to the writer, 
the central theme of Harry Potter is 

What is the best movie, book, TV show, 
game or song that you can think of? 

Everyone has their own preferences. 
Well, it’s time for you to know ours!

The Boy with the Lightning Scar

Poster from the first movie Poster from the penultimate movie
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death. It contains the motifs drawn 
from “King Arthur” stories and 14th-
century French Arthurian romance. 
The most prominent feature is the 
medieval imagery. The writer wields the 
weapon of rich vocabulary throughout 
the whole chronicle. It clearly depicts 
the contradiction, competition, and 
distinction between love and hatred that 
existed in the society of the past. These 

key details and styles came to be the 
fingerprint of this series.

I started and finished reading this series 
four years ago. But, it is one of my all-
time favorites as it made me interested 
in fantasy stories, where I didn’t have 
an interest before. I also learned a lot 
about life. Some of those life lessons 
are below mentioned. By the character 
of Voldemort, the writer advises the 

readers to be kind, good in both will 
and heart. She teaches the readers the 
consequences of being voracious to 
power. Hermione symbolizes the value 
of education. The golden trio depicts 
value of true friendship. Harry shows 
how one’s courage and determination 
can lead to his or her success. Professor 
Snape teaches the readers to never judge 
a person by their appearance.

“We are only as strong as we are united, as 
weak as we are divided.”

This slogan by Dumbledore emphasizes 
the importance of unity to the readers.

“Every human life is worth the same and 
worth saving.”

Expressed by Kingsley Shacklebolt, 
this persuades the readers to treat every 
man equally despite of all social barriers. 
These life advices can transform the 
present society into a pleasant, peaceful 
society.

I wish J. K Rowling more energy and 
courage to write more such fantastic, 
meaningful novels. One cannot express 
the magic, fantasy, of this chronicle, 
for it is vast as the ocean. Therefore, 
I hope you immerse yourself within 
the wizarding world by reading this 
chronicle.

By Hasangee Gunasinghe

Members of Dumbledore’s Army

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft And Wizardry
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Have you ever wondered how long 
humans have been on this earth? The 
first human ancestors appeared on Earth 
around 2 million years ago, whereas 
Homo sapiens appeared on Earth 
around 300,000 years ago. In a geologic 
timescale, it’s a miniscule amount. 
Our Earth has been around for nearly 
4.543 billion year according to current 
evidence, and our Universe has been 
around for even longer, nearly 14 billion 
years. Human civilization is also fickle. 
If you have watched Don’t Look Up  (on 
a side note; great movie) you would 
know that one well-placed asteroid can 
wipe out humanity in an instant, leaving 
the survivors (Jonah Hill) to eke an 
existence out in the rubble and ruins of 
our previous existence. Asteroids aren’t 
the only threat to humanity and when 
we consider the multitude of disasters; 
both natural and human made, that can 
devastate civilization its prudent that 
we have measures in place that prevent 
the remaining humans from being 
threatened by the baggage of civilization 
we left behind. And this is where long 
term nuclear warning messages come in.

Radioactive material lasts a very long 
time in a human sense. The most potent 
material can last upto 1 million years. (1)  
Waste from the uranium fuel used in a 
nuclear reactor, also known as high level 
waste can remain hazardous even after 
1,000 years. Radioactive waste is also 
generated from fuel processing plants, 
hospitals, research facilities and during 
the decommissioning and dismantling 
of nuclear reactors and other nuclear 
facilities. 

High level wastes which originate 
from sources such as spent nuclear fuel, 
are hazardous as they produce fatal 
radiation does during short periods of 
direct exposure. If a leak occur into the 
environment it could cause long term 
damage of ecosystems and cause more 
widespread exposure. Therefore many 
have theorized that we will need to 
devise a system of long term nuclear 
waste management that will ensure 
that the storage will remain secure 
and tamper free well into the future. 
A system must be created such that 
the message about the danger of the 
nuclear waste is passed down either by 

conventional or alternative 
means.

Consider this, written 
language has only existed on 
Earth for 5,500 years. And 
considering the truly mind 
boggling number of language 
systems devised by humanity 
who is to say that in the year 
3,022 English will remain the 
common language? Will the 
warnings and advice of the 
past be heeded? New writing 
systems maybe created, the 
meanings of symbols may 
change and so the knowledge 
of these dangerous storage 
sites maybe lost to time. 
That is why a system must 
be created that instills an 
almost instinctive fear or 
caution around the site to 
ensure its safety or a language 
system created that preserves 
its meaning for generations 
ahead.

Of course humanity has 
had ways to pass down the 
knowledge of its forefathers. 
We have been able to decipher 

Egyptian hieroglyphs with a single 
piece of rock known as the Rosetta 
Stone. The Incans of the past have 
coded their transactions in a complex 
knotted cord system despite having no 
written language. The Japanese of the 
past generations have placed warning 
stones that indicate where the waves 
of previous tsunamis reached inland 
and cautioned against building beyond 
that area. There are anecdotes of an 
Aboriginal tribe in Alice Springs that 
believed bad spirits inhabited a certain 
spring and drew cave art of what would 
happen if they drank from the water. 
Later researchers noted that the cave 
art they drew depicted symptoms of 
radiation poisoning and the area was 
found to be high in uranium.

Thus long term nuclear waste warning 
messages are intended to deter human 
activity in and around nuclear waste 
storage sites for periods of upto 10,000 
years. The field of study related to this 
is called nuclear semiotics. A 1993 report 
from Sandia National Laboratories’ 
recommended that such messages 
can be constructed at several levels of 
complexity.

“Such sites should include foreboding 
physical features which would 
immediately convey to future visitors 
that the site was both man-made 
and dangerous, as well as providing 
pictographic information attempting to 
convey some details of the danger, and 

Branching Out is a segment where one 
of our editors dive headfirst into topics 
that they have no clue about, resulting 
in a fresh, if not entertaining insight to 
the topic. Everything from Art, History 
and Technology to Aliens, Conspiracies, 
and our ruthless AI Overlords will have 

their turn!

Long-term Nuclear Warning Messages

An example of a long-term nuclear warning
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written explanations for those able to 
read it.”

Some of the messages that the report 
recommend include, 

This place is not a place of honor... no 
highly esteemed deed is commemorated 
here... nothing valued is here.

The danger is in a particular location... 
it increases towards a center... the center 
of danger is here... of a particular size 
and shape, and below us.

The danger is to the body, and it can 
kill

The danger is unleashed only if 
you substantially disturb this place 
physically. This place is best shunned 
and left uninhabited.

The message can also be categorized in 
4 levels of increasing complexity.

• Level I: Rudimentary Information: 
“Something man-made is here”

• Level II: Cautionary Information: 
“Something man-made is here and 
it is dangerous”

• Level III: Basic Information: Tells 
what, why, when, where, who, and 
how

• Level IV: Complex Information: 
Highly detailed written records, 
tables, figures, graphs, maps and 
diagrams

To circumvent the issue of present 
languages disappearing in the future, it 
has been proposed to place an emphasis 
on pictorial messages and corresponding 

hostile 
architecture. 
Written 
messages 
can also be 
translated 
into every 
UN written 
language so 
that some 
possibility of 
translation 

may exist in the future as well. Pictures 
of human emotions such as pain, fear 
and horror could be placed around the 
site to further strengthen the message.

Physical markers recommended by 
the Sandia report include various 
designs that incorporate a destroyed 
or shunned element to it to increase 
revulsions. Perhaps one of the most 
menacing is a “Landscape of Thorns” 
or ‘Spike Field’, where many spikes 
of varying sizes are arranged around 
the site to create an eerie air. Other 
designs included menacing earthworks, 
a rubble landscape and even a black 
hole; an enormous slab of basalt or black 
dyed concrete that rendered the land 
uninhabitable and unfarmable.

Other cultural methods that have been 
proposed include such zany ones as the 
‘radiation cats’ that would be genetically 
designed to glow in the presence of 
radiation and the coding of information 
of the site in DNA of ‘atomic flowers’ 
that would grow only in nuclear waste 
storage sites and would biologically 
reproduce thus store and preserve the 
information for many years.

Another proposal by linguist Thomas 
Sebeok draws on the ability of religion 
to preserve information. He suggests 
creating an atomic priesthood that would 
preserve the knowledge about locations 
and dangers of radioactive waste by 
creating rituals and myths. This is not 
as far fetched as it seems as religious 
communities such a the Catholic Church 
have preserved and disseminated their 
message for nearly 2,000 years nearly 
unchanged.

However the future is certainly 
uncertain. As more and more countries 
begin to rely on nuclear power systems 
must be created so that the waste of 
our present doesn’t taint the past. The 
challenge ahead is unique and calls 
for a multi disciplinary task force of 
engineers, linguists, architects, scientist 
and more. While long term nuclear waste 
warning messages read like a tale out of 
science fiction, for the healthy continuity 
of humanity its time we transitioned this 
into reality. 

By Jayath de Silva

“Black Hole”, an example for a physical nuclear warning marker that consists of 
an enormous slab of black dyed concrete that renders the land uninhabitable

‘Spike Field’
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Speech Evaluations 103
Cutting the Excess

Many things may go on in thy head, 
akin to in a cluttered garden shed
But filter and sort you must instead, 

for thy speech to flow like butter and 
bread

In the previous issue of The Gavelier, 
this section concerned “making sense 
out of nonsense”, where the significance 
of lending one’s eyes, ears, and mind to a 
speaker’s words was duly discoursed, for 
it is inevitable that a speech evaluation 
without paying attention will be nigh-
on impossible. While continuing to 
think about this gargantuan topic, many 
thoughts have arisen in my own head 
which have led me to further think about 
this topic, leading to more thoughts…
and then ultimately 
causing my head to 
tumble down the 
deep, never-ending 
rabbit hole that I’ve 
fallen into. However, 
upon laying back 
and realizing I had 
to write again in this 
section, I figured 
I had to get my 
thoughts organized, 
cut the outliers, shed 
the crazy stuff, filter 
the weird stuff, and 
ultimately cleanse 
whatever space I 
had up there. It 
is only then that 
I also realized the 
importance of doing 
exactly this in evaluations. 

My last entry on here followed the 
theme of turning ‘chaos into order’. 
While the same could also be said of this 
entry, it takes a couple of steps further, 
where we attempt to turn the already 
established ‘order’ into a ‘good order.’ 
This calls for refining and unfortunately, 
this might be one of the most daunting 
challenges starting out as an evaluator.

Generally, it is considered 
unprofessional for an evaluation to be 
too short, or to ramble on for far too 
long. In the case of competitions, this 
matter of time management becomes 

even more pressing as a single second 
too much will get you punted into the 
disqualification realm. Furthermore, 
an evaluation differs significantly from 
a review, where the latter is generally 
permitted to go into great depth on its 
points. All this above justifies the need 
to refine and reduce, and as countless 
creators, artists and other great people 

have said in the past, “less is more.”

To any evaluator, one of the first 
doubts that occur and needs to be 
tackled concerns the problem of 
what to mention and what not to. 
Disappointingly, I doubt anybody 
has a definite answer to this since 
often, people will say “it depends.” 
They aren’t wrong however, it indeed 
does depend on the context, the 
appropriateness, the person being 
evaluated, and the people listening to 
you among many other things. It also, 
depressingly, comes down to whether 

the points you mention are performance 
worthy. 

Ideally, a highly-skilled evaluator can 
make any point worth mentioning and 
make every point both useful for the 
speaker while simultaneously being 
entertaining for the audience. But 
irrespective of skill, every evaluator must 
cut stuff down. It is here that this great 
doubt I mentioned arises, to which I say, 
keep in what impacts the speaker and 
their speech the most, can improve the 
speech the most, and is able to motivate 
the speaker the most, and leave out 
the rest. While for some of you readers 
like myself at first, it might feel morally 
wrong initially to ‘leave out’ certain 
things, it is not the case. You deliver a 
professional evaluation that is formal, 
concise, and entertaining, and it is a 
necessity to make such compromises. 
Upon making these compromises, you 
will see how easily an evaluation can 
flow, how little information you must 

juggle, and how little 
effort needs to be put 
in to remember what 
to say. Automatically, 
the audience will find 
themselves entertained, 
and your speaker will 
be motivated as well. 
It really is as simple as 
it sounds, it’s only the 
application that one 
might find difficult. It’s 
like learning music and 
music theory or doing 
chemistry practicals 
and chemistry lectures 
– same difference, and 
like those, refining an 
evaluation gets easier 
with practice too. 

While it does sound like I am 
finished with my monologues on 

evaluations, we are not nearly at the 
end yet. You know now what to do 
before you speak, and while the speaker 
is speaking. For three issues of this 
segment, you’ve stayed silent and read 
my musings on the topic. On the next 
one, you will raise your voice, take the 
stage, and evaluate. So, find your voices 
before that, dear reader, and prepare to 
knock your audience’s socks off.

- By Senan Alwis

Sometimes, less is more.
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Improve your vocabulary and learn something new with “The Gavelier” Crossword. 

Happy hunting!

ACROSS

2 - African City in the background of a national park

4 - Biggest city in Africa

8 - The capital of Australia

11 - Port city that is a terminus of the trans-siberian railway

13 - Built on stilts in a lagoon

14 - Once divided by a wall, then reunited

15 - City of Love

DOWN

1 - An Asian city sinking into the ground

3 - Largest metropolitan area in the world

5 - The city that never sleeps

6 - Both a city and state

7 - Built on a former lake. Named after the country it’s in

9 - Overlooked by Jesus

10 - City of Angels and home of Hollywoods

12 - Once called Constantinople

Submit your answers here!Fill the grid online!

You can find the solution for the last issue’s 
crossword here. See if you got it right!)

Theme: Cities of the World

https://forms.gle/CGHahV1GY4xqYhom8
https://crosswordlabs.com/view/cities-of-the-world-18
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYPqZ6drdz_bxs25KjZ7CNbHPw40d4SU/view?usp=sharing
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Never say yes to your craving,

for indeed it is an evil spirit,

that hunts for the grandeur of life,

and makes you burn upon,

the fire of guilt and rue.

Be courageous and wise,

to surpass your vile spirit,

and reap the greatest harvest of 
life,

which is happiness.

Hasangee Gunasinghe

Level 02

Nisali Marasinghe

Level 02

Didn’t give us a warning or a 
change in the routine

Spread in one-night corona trend-
ing

My heart goes out to all those 
infected 

Spread love instead to all those 
affected 

Stay at home you ain’t living alone

There are 7.5 billion neighbors 
around you

So wash your hands wear a damn 
mask 

Even with just a small cough, Co-
rona might find you

See the stats, see the bodies stack-
ing 

Appreciate everybody acting manic

Try to get to those front-line vac-
cines

That’s The way to crush the Pan-
demic

Dinara Gunathillake

Level 02
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Guilt kept flowing through her 
body,

Like the crimson drops of blood 
that

gushed out of a stabbed animal

She felt filthy

She felt disgusted with herself

She felt like throwing up

She felt dizzy

She kept reliving those moments 
in her

head like she was stuck in a loop

She washed as though her sins

would wash away, 

Like the blood on her hands did

But what was this lingering feel-
ing?

What was this satisfaction she 
felt?

As she held a knife against his 
body and

carved it into him?

 

Yashara Abeywickrama

Level 03

Risandi Yuhara

Level 02 Minoli Rupasinghe

Level 03

Wou l d  y o u  l i k e  y o u r 
c r e a t i v e  wo r k 

t o  a p p e a r  i n  o u r  n ew s l e t t e r ?

S e n d  i n  y o u r  s u bm i s s i o n s  t o
c c g a v e l i e r@gma i l . c om
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Hues of scarlet

Slowly unfurl

Across the vast expanse

Reaching as far as the eye could 
see

The glowing ball of fire

Makes its descent

Pulled by the horizon

Towards oblivion

To repent his sins

Done long ago before when

Life was merely a dream;

He was warned

Against falling for the Goddess of 
Night

Yet he couldn’t resist

And so couldn’t she;

He was bright as bright could be

And she was lightless beauty

Quiet, yet breathtaking in his eyes

And so he gave her his most pre-
cious light

And she wore his heart like a silken 
dress

That made her glow in her dark 
throne

Catching the attention of the Sky

Who dammed them both

To the worst purgatory for lovers;

Distance;

Close enough to see the other

Far enough so they couldn’t touch

Cursed across time

To only be let out of the horizon

When the other is in

And so while we stare in awe

The sun fades away

Just so his beautiful lover

Can take his place

And live for the night.

As the stars keep her company

She calls out into the darkness

The cicadas join her in harmony

All through the night

As she leaves soft, silver-blue notes

Hidden among the trees and sleep-
ing buds

Away from Sky’s eyes

As she retreats to her cage

Her lover rises bright

He reads them all;

While she smiles at him and drinks 
in his light

And it continues, a sorrowful cycle

Till the end of time

Yohara Ranasinghe

Level 3




