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It was many and many a year ago,
In a kingdom by the sea,

That a maiden there lived whom you may know
By the name of Annabel Lee;

And this maiden she lived with no other thought
Than to love and be loved by me.

I was a child and she was a child,
In this kingdom by the sea,

But we loved with a love that was more than love—
I and my Annabel Lee—

With a love that the wingèd seraphs of Heaven
Coveted her and me.

And this was the reason that, long ago,
In this kingdom by the sea,

A wind blew out of a cloud, chilling
My beautiful Annabel Lee;

So that her highborn kinsmen came
And bore her away from me,
To shut her up in a sepulchre
In this kingdom by the sea.

The angels, not half so happy in Heaven,
Went envying her and me—

Yes!—that was the reason (as all men know,
In this kingdom by the sea)

That the wind came out of the cloud by night,
Chilling and killing my Annabel Lee.

But our love it was stronger by far than the love
Of those who were older than we—

Of many far wiser than we—
And neither the angels in Heaven above

Nor the demons down under the sea
Can ever dissever my soul from the soul

Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;

For the moon never beams, without bringing me dreams
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;

And the stars never rise, but I feel the bright eyes
Of the beautiful Annabel Lee;

And so, all the night-tide, I lie down by the side
Of my darling—my darling—my life and my bride,

In her sepulchre there by the sea—
In her tomb by the sounding sea.

-Annabel Lee,
by Edgar Allan Poe

Subscribe now to The Gavelier:
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Unprecedented times often call for 
extraordinary measures.

The Gavel year of 2020-21 has been a 
year like no other - full of challenging 
situations at every turn. Shifting to the 
lifestyle of the new normal was not easy 
for most of us but what was even more 
challenging was shifting the activities of 
a club that depended heavily on physical 
presence and engagement. But as the 

saying goes, when one door closes, 
another opens. Turning its challenges 
into opportunities, the Gavel Club of 
CCS embraced the new normal, and has 
been thriving virtually during the past 
year.

My term as President of Gavel CCS 
started off in late July 2020. After 
conducting one meeting virtually, 
we had to take a break from all club 
activities as exams were coming up. 
The golden rule in our year was that 
we would always take a break from 
all club activities before and during 
exams, as we wanted to impress upon 
our membership that exams should 
be everyone’s foremost priority. After 
resuming club activities in September, 
we started planning our Installation 
Ceremony to be held in October 2020 
along with our first physical meeting 
for the new Gavel Year. But alas, after 
getting all the necessary approvals 
and finding a suitable date for the 
Installation (we decided on the 27th 
of October 2020), we had to call it 
off along with the planned physical 
educational meeting as the 2nd wave 
of Covid-19 set in and the country was 
going into lockdown again. It was quite 
a letdown as many of us, especially the 
new members of the club, were looking 

forward to an Installation Ceremony 
and physical meetings. However, 
undeterred, we decided to make the 
most of the remaining months of the 
year by doing all club activities online. 

As the President of the Club, I realized 
that I had some major reconstructing to 
do in my term. We had several virtual 
meetings with Past Gaveliers and got 
their feedback on the educational 
meeting protocol we were currently 
following and on improving the flow of 
the meeting. Thereafter we established 
a set method which we follow to-date. 
We also made sure to have Informal 
Sessions after meetings to talk about 
various other topics and foster a sense 
of camaraderie among our members. I 
personally focused on establishing an 
attractive aesthetic to our e-flyers and 
logos and set a definite motif for social 
media posts on our handles because 
we identified that social media in this 
pandemic era would play a major role 
in engaging our club membership. 
Thereafter, we fixed our attention 
on having special themed meetings 
alongside our educational meetings. The 
very first themed meeting we had was 
our Halloween themed meeting with 
games on the final week of October 
2020. As Senan told us in his column in 

Message from 
the President

“If you can’t communicate and talk to other 
people and get across your ideas, you’re 
giving up your potential.” 

- Warren Buffet

Dear Gaveliers, I am very pleased 
to see the progress of the Gavel 

Club of the CCS since its inauguration 
in the year 2016! I am delighted to 
see your achievements regardless of 
the COVID pandemic situation in 
the country. You had a lot of hurdles 
to get across this year, yet not only 
did you cross them successfully but 
also engaged and organized numerous 
activities, you were also involved in 
organizing the most prestigious Gavel 
Conference. Furthermore, you have 
my appreciation for launching the 
pioneer newsletter “The Gavelier” and 
successfully publishing the 6th issue 
recently. My heartfelt congratulations 
for your success and I am sure you will 
take this experience to the next level 
and overcome the upcoming obstacles 
as well.

Gaveliers, leaders are made, not 
born! The Gavel club is a wonderful 
platform for you all to harness the public 
speaking skill that lies within you. This 

club is where you have a chance to train 
yourself in public speaking and get 
the rough edges smoothed by fellow 
members at no cost.

You would have seen how the great 
leaders emerge from scratch. For 
example, Martin Luther King, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Barack Obama et.al, 
made history through public speaking. 
You have created a platform where 
fellow members are ready to listen and 
speak actively, motivate, and provide 
constructive suggestions which would 
help you become better versions of 
yourselves. Make use of it.

I will leave you here with Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s famous quote - “All the great 
speakers were bad speakers at first.”

Good Luck!

  Gobika Thiripuranathar, PhD                       
  Senior Lecturer,   
  College of Chemical Sciences.

Message from the 
Club Counsellor
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the November Issue of The Gavelier, 
the meeting was a massive success, and 
we had a record number of participants 
as well. Spurred on by the success of 
that meeting, we began planning more 
initiatives.

The next priority at top of the list 
was reintroducing the Toastmasters 
Education Program back into the club 
after a hiatus of nearly 2 years. To 
facilitate this, a speechcraft workshop 
was organized in November 2020 where 
TM Lakalya De Silva, an alumnus of 
Gavel CCS gave everyone present a 
thorough idea on how to begin their 
Competent Communicator (CC) 
journeys. A Competent Leadership 
(CL) Session was also organized in 
the following week which gave our 
Gaveliers an insight on starting on their 
CL track. Our Educational meetings 
didn’t have prepared speeches for a very 
long time, but after the implementation 
of this program, we gradually started to 
include CC speeches in meetings. 

The next task at hand was training 
our club membership to take part in 
competitions and take the name of 
Gavel CCS out into the community 
as our presence in competitions was 
not very strong. With this in mind, 
we decided to revive the Intra Club 
Speech competition “CCS Best Gavel 
Speaker” after a hiatus of 2 years. After 
a successful club competition, many 
of our Gaveliers gained confidence to 
take part in other All Island Speech and 
Evaluation Competitions organized by 
other Gavel Clubs. It was therefore a 
very proud moment for all of us indeed 
when Gav. Senan Alwis from Gavel CCS 
became a finalist in the All-Island Best 
Gavel Speaker Competition at Gavel 
Conference 2021. 

During our term, we were able to host 
20 Educational Meetings including 
Special Themed Meetings such as the 
Christmas meeting, Disney Themed 
meeting, Halloween meeting and 
the Avurudu meeting. We also had a 
series of three special joint educational 
meetings in May and June this year, 
with the Gavel club of SLIIT, the Gavel 
Club of the University of Colombo 
and the Gavel Club of the University 
of Kelaniya respectively, in an effort to 
renew old connections and establish 
new ones. After a lot of enthusiasm 
by our members at the idea of having 

meetings just to talk about books, “Book 
Club by Gavel CCS” came into being 
with the prime objective of rekindling 
the love of literature in our Gaveliers 
and to help members discover new 
books to read.

Our next venture was introducing a 
speech marathon titled “The Orator” 
with the aim of helping our members, 
progress through the Toastmasters 
International Competent Communicator 
Program. So far, we were able to host 
two “Quests” of the Speech Marathon 
in which many enthusiastic Gaveliers 
took part. 

During this period of constant 
lockdowns, our official newsletter, ‘The 
Gavelier’ has been a powerful method 
of engaging our membership as well as 
being a courier of the Gavel CCS name 
in the Gavel Community. I heartily 
congratulate the talented editorial 
committee of “The Gavelier” which is 
now on its 7th issue! At the beginning of 
our term, I remember our VP-Education 
Sasanka envisioning our monthly 
newsletter to have around 8 pages to 
carry news on club activities and speech 
tips for our membership, but by now, 
every issue goes on for more 20 pages 
and the newsletter brings its readers a 
mélange of fabulous content. I think the 
feedback we get for every newsletter 
is proof that we create something 
wonderful in every issue, that is enjoyed 
by many.

The final project in our term was 
“Inside Leadership”, which was 
organized with the objective of giving 
our successors a guiding hand in 
preparing for their term and a look 
behind the curtains of how things were 
done in our year. And as I reflect on my 
term, even though many of us didn’t 
have a lot of hope for a good club year 
in the middle of a pandemic, I’m glad 
to say now that we thought wrong. We 
were able to launch new initiatives, 
become better leaders and speakers, be 
part of Gavel Conference 2021, meet 
new people from other clubs and most 
importantly strengthen the bond and 
camaraderie we have within our own 
club. I’m proud of how far we’ve come 
considering that almost all club activities 
during the past year were conducted 
virtually. Our club’s biggest strength is 
its amazing membership, and together, 
we were able to do incredible feats and 

set the bar high. 

I would like to extend my gratitude 
to my Executive Committee and 
Committee Members of the Gavel 
Club of CCS for all their commitment, 
dedication, and support in the past year. 
Also, I’m extremely grateful to our Club 
Counselor Dr. Gobika Thiripuranathar 
for always extending her hand of support 
to us whenever needed. As a club, 
we are also very fortunate to have our 
excellent team of mentors - Toastmaster 
Lakalya De Silva, and past Gaveliers 
Afnan Azeem, Samadhi Nawalage, Anna 
Jayasiri and Sahan Gunaratne, who 
were always gracious with their time to 
mentor our speakers. I thank you all. I 
also extend my heartfelt gratitude to the 
previous executive committee of Gavel 
CCS, for showing us the ropes when we 
were jsut starting out. 

Finally, I wish Anupa, Gimhani and 
the incoming Executive Committee all 
the strength to take this club to greater 
heights, and the best of luck for their 
endeavors in their upcoming term.

Gavel is a place where I made many 
memories that I will cherish forever. 
I made friends for life and had a great 
time while working on my own soft 
skills. Therefore, I encourage every one 
of you that isn’t already part of this club, 
to choose courage over comfort, join this 
club and discover the magic of the Gavel 
CCS family. Our doors will always be 
open for you. 

Uthsara Malaweera Arachchi    
  President 2020/21    
  Gavel Club of CCS
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It seems almost yesterday that the 
executive committee of the Gavel 

Club of CCS entrusted me with the 
honour and responsibility of being 
the Editor in Chief of ‘The Gavelier.’ 
My first task at hand was a daunting 
one, the failure of which would have 
meant nothing but the utter collapse 
of ‘The Gavelier,’ it was to assemble 
the editorial committee. The members 
of the said committee needed to be 
talented, hardworking, dedicated, 
trustworthy and, more importantly, they 
needed the possession of the quality of 
perseverance. All qualities that are in 
short supply in this day and age.

To that end, I approached my good 
friends Jayath de Silva and Senan Alwis, 
it would be amiss if I did not add that 
they are two of the most talented, 
dedicated and hardworking people that 
I have come across during my time at 
CCS. Without a moments hesitance they 
came on board as the Deputy Editors 
of ‘The Gavelier’ and have proven 
to be the mainstay of the committee 
throughout the last year. Together, we 
recruited Yohara, Nadun and Dinithi, 
who we knew were of the calibre that 
we needed in making the core of our 
committee.

Our thoughts then turned to the 
newly recruited crop of members of 
Gavel CCS, we did not want to see 
‘The Gavelier’ cease after our term was 

through, we wanted it to become the 
premier student publication at CCS 
for many years to come. Therefore, we 
wished the new members to take up an 
active and leading role in the editorial 
committee, rather than just submitting 
their creative content to be published as 
is how most other publications operate. 
This would also allow us to groom a 
few individuals who would lead the 
committee once our term had ended.

With this in mind, we called for 
volunteers to join with us in ‘The 
Gavelier’ committee, to our great 
fortune Anupa, Minoli and Mona 
stepped up. Being new members to the 
club, we had little to no knowledge of 
their skills and were ignorant of their 
temperament. However, they proved 
that they were indeed of the highest 
degree of talent and I knew all that I 
needed to know when they stated that 
they were willing to learn the skills 
that they did not yet possess. They 
have been instrumental in the success 
of our publication. Thus formed the 
editorial committee of ‘The Gavelier,’ 
later on the committee would be further 
expanded with the addition of Gimhani, 
Lasani, Minduli and Dinushi.

If I had to describe the editorial 
committee on one word, it would be 
“perseverance.” Although a rare quality, 
it was in great abundance in all the 
people who toiled behind the pages of 
‘The Gavelier.’ The word “can’t” was in 
none of their vocabularies, no task was 
too big or unachievable to them. If they 
failed, they assessed where their faults 
were, learnt from them and tried again. 
Without their unstinted support through 
our many trials and tribulations, this 
endeavour would have been in vain. It 
was an absolute pleasure to lead them.

As a result of their hard work, 
‘The Gavelier’ – The Gavel CCS 
Newsletter, which indeed began as 
a small newsletter to keep the Gavel 
CCS membership appraised of the 
happenings of the club, has now 
morphed into a full-blown magazine. 
It now consists a plethora of content 
from Gavel CCS news, interviews, 
educational articles, to opinion pieces. In 
fact, it has grown to the extent that the 
subtitle “The Gavel CCS Newsletter,” 
has become redundant.

The expansion of ‘The Gavelier’ has 
resulted in a platform for the entire 

student populace of CCS, not just the 
members of Gavel, to express their 
ideas, opinions and creativity. They do 
not require to be academic in nature, 
their expression may be of any genre 
and ‘The Gavelier’ welcomes all.  

I am an ardent supporter of the 
idea that Gavel CCS should not be a 
place that is only meant for speakers. 
Although I do agree that public 
speaking should be the main focus of 
any gavel club, we do have to realize 
that communication is not just limited 
to the spoken word. Writing, poetry, art, 
graphic designing and interviews are all 
facets of communication and as such it 
is our duty to improve those capabilities 
within our membership as well. One 
may not be a great public speaker, but 
he might be a superb writer or designer 
and providing him with the opportunity 
to learn and practice on becoming a 
great speaker while at the same time 
giving him the opportunity to further 
what he is already good at, would be the 
apt course to take. Gavel CCS should 
be a place where there is something for 
anyone.

In that regard ‘The Gavelier’ provides 
a wealth of opportunities to develop 
alternative communication methods. 
Looking back to the beginning of 
our year, I realize that I have honed 
many skills including writing, graphic 
designing and of course editing. One 
may find ample opportunity to improve 
other soft skills, such as organizing, team 
work and leadership, that will prove 
invaluable in the future, regardless of 
what career path he or she may take.

Now that we are at the end of this 
Gavel year, looking back, not all was 
perfect. We, especially I, made many a 
mistake. However, I do believe that we 
learnt from them and it turned out for 
the better in the end. Looking ahead, 
the future looks promising for ‘The 
Gavelier.’ It has an experienced editorial 
committee, one that emanates greatness, 
that can and I am certain that will, do 
great things with our little publication. I 
am also certain that there will be many 
fresh faces in the committee in the 
coming weeks and months once the new 
crop of members arrives at Gavel CCS.    

To Anupa, Minoli, Mona, Gimhani, 
Lasani, Dilushi and Minduli, those who 
will be taking up the gauntlet after us, 
I thought twice whether to wish you a 

Message from 
the Editor
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“good luck” for I know for a fact that 
luck is something that you do not need. 
Nonetheless, for tradition’s sake, good 
luck.

To our readers, who always motivated 

us to better ourselves by rendering 
onto us their critique and of course 
their support, on behalf of the senior 
members of the editorial committee of 
‘The Gavelier,’ Adieu. 

Sasanka Yakandawala,                      
Vice President Education (20/21),                                                                
Editor in Chief, ‘The Gavelier,’  
Gavel Club of CCS
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In an age where sci-fi movies explore 
the deepest corners of space and in 

time where instant knowledge about 
nearly anything can be delivered to our 
fingertips and in this technological era 
where complex simulations exist we can 
(sometimes) take for granted various 
scientific achievements. First picture 
of a black hole – isn’t it a bit too blurry? 
The Perseverance landed on Mars and 
sent back amazingly clear pictures of a 
planet 383.34 million km away? Ehh… 
I;’ve seen the Martian already … what’s 
the big deal? However thoughts like this 
are when we should be reminded that 
humanity was in a very different state of 
mind less than a hundred years ago.

On 4th October 1957, the world’s first 
artificial satellite was launched by the 
Soviet Union. IT immediately triggered 
a frenzy in the Western world dubbed 
the Sputnik Crisis. The media latched 
on to the perception that the USSR was 
ahead of the US in technology and US 
scientists and politicians were suddenly 
confronted with the unpleasant truth 
that their technological prowess may not 
be as dominating as previously assumed. 
The legacy of this crisis however was 
the creation of National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration agency and the 
beginning of the Space Race.

Now we know how this eventually 
ends – the US lands the first man on the 
moon and wins the Space race despite 
the Soviets having numerous ‘firsts’ 
of their own. But how exactly did this 

come about? What shifted the US to 
pursue the ambitious dream of being 
the first to send a man to set foot on the 
moon?

Well it was actually the prospect of 
losing the Space Race to the Soviet 
Union that prompted the US to act 
quickly and decisively. President 
Kennedy decided after concluding 
numerous officials from NASA, the 
military and other industry leaders that 
putting a man on the moon would be the 
ultimate achievement, one that would 
trump over all made by the USSR so far. 

Background of the speech

President John F. Kennedy stood 
before Congress and proposed on 
May 25th 1961 that a manned mission 
to Moon be initiated. To achieve 
this NASA acquired a new site in 
Houston, Texas to construct a new 
Manned Spacecraft Center. President 
Kennedy delivered his speech during 

a visit to the new facility at the Rice 
University’s Rice Stadium in order to 
increase national support for the new 
space mission. Most citizens were not 
impressed with their government’s 
intention to set a man on the moon as 
indicated by a Gallup Poll that showed 
58% of Americans were opposed to the 
program. President Kennedy however 
wanted to show his strong support 
to the program. This speech was his 
opportunity to express his vision for the 
future whilst addressing the disquiet 
about the program.

We choose to go to the moon …

President Kennedy starts the 
speech with a quip appreciating his 
appointment as a honorary visiting 
professor and assuring the audience 
that his ‘first lecture’ will be brief. His 
speech then explores the progress that 
humanity has made since the beginning 

of human civilization. He sums 
humanity’s achievements in a metaphor 
condensing human progress into 50 
years highlighting that mankind’s most 
wonderous and advanced achievements 
were made extremely close to the end of 
the metaphorical 50 years. He stresses 
that the exploration of space will go on 
whether or not the USA chooses to get 
involved

“If this capsule history of our progress 
teaches us anything, it is that man, in 
his quest for knowledge and progress, 
is determined and cannot be deterred. 
The exploration of space will go ahead, 
whether we join in it or not …”

Next he reminds the audience of what 
the USA stands for. A leading pioneer 
of democratic ideals and freedom. 
A world leader in adopting the most 
advanced and newest technology. As a 
world leader in promoting the ideals of 
democracy, freedom and peace it must 
play a leading role in ensuring that 
the frontier of space is not controlled 
under the “hostile flag of conquest but 
by a banner of freedom and peace”. 
While the eyes of all the technologically 
advanced nations peer towards space, 
America must ensure that it must lead 
the race to space so that the empty 
reaches of space is not occupied by 
WMDs and military technology. It must 
lead the world in ensuring that space 
becomes a realm for the sharing of 
knowledge, for the collective progress 
of all humanity. And he stresses that 
space science is inherently neutral and 
that it is up to mankind to utilize it for 
development or war. Only in a position 
of leadership can America decide 
whether the reaches of space becomes 
“a sea of peace or a new terrifying 
theater of war.”

“We set sail on this new sea because 
there is new knowledge to be gained, 
and new rights to be won, and they 
must be won and used for the progress 
of all people. For space science, like 
nuclear science and all technology, has 
no conscience of its own. Whether it will 
become a force for good or ill depends 
on man, and only if the United States 
occupies a position of pre-eminence 
can we help decide whether this new 
ocean will be a sea of peace or a new 
terrifying theater of war.”

He reminds the people of the national 
objectives of USA in the world stage. 

By Jayath de Silva

JFK speaks at Rice University
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Will we use our technology to ensure 
that this new frontier is a region for 
exploration, research and knowledge 
gathering or will we be late to the race 
ensuring that the reaches of space 
become a new hot bed for conflict?

The next part of is speech is the most 
quoted and most inspirational.

“There is no strife, no prejudice, 
no national conflict in outer space 
as yet. Its hazards are hostile to us 
all. Its conquest deserves the best of 
all mankind, and its opportunity for 
peaceful cooperation many never come 
again. But why, some say, the moon? 
Why choose this as our goal? And they 
may well ask why climb the highest 
mountain? Why, 35 years ago, fly the 
Atlantic? Why does Rice play Texas?

We choose to go to the moon. We choose 
to go to the moon in this decade and do 
the other things, not because they are 
easy, but because they are hard, because 
that goal will serve to organize and 
measure the best of our energies and 
skills, because that challenge is one that 
we are willing to accept, one we are 
unwilling to postpone, and one which we 
intend to win, and the others, 
too.”

President Kennedy evokes 
the basic romantic desires of 
mankind. The notion to rise 
to the challenge, the urge to 
explore the unknown, the 
desire learn the unknown and 
the choice to set a lofty goal 
that will advance mankind 
as a whole. He speaks of 
the exploration of space as 
a collective choice. Not the 
choice of politicians and 
military leaders. Not the desire 
of a federal government but 
the choice of all peoples of 
the world with the dream to 
see mankind advance past the 
borders of what was once only 
a dream. “WE CHOOSE 
to go to the moon”. Its not 
an obligation. Not a duty, 

but a collective choice that everyman 
made ever since we peered into the 
unknown and wondered what was 
beyond it. A collective choice to set the 
best of mankind’s knowledge, skill and 
motivation to a goal that would ensure 
the collective freedom and peace of a 
outer space into the future.

Kennedy creates a sense of urgency. He 
evokes their imagination, their desire to 
see the goal fulfilled a goal shared by all. 

Next after addressing the emotive side 
of the audience he shifts back to the 
facts of the matter. He reaches back 
to the beginning of his speech where 
he spoke about the advancement of 
technology and makes sure his audience 
is convinced that putting a man on the 
moon while ambitious, is possible.  He 
informs the audience of the Saturn 
C-1 rocket, the F-1 rocket engines 
and various other ongoing projects. He 
relates how within the past 19 months 
40 out of 45 satellites launched and 
orbiting space bear the mark of United 
States of America on them. He speaks 
to them of the satellites that were 
currently providing vital information for 
the benefit of the nation. Next, he also 
acknowledged their failures but assured 
the audience that they do not intend 
to stay behind and instead will move 
ahead. Finally, he spoke of the present 
and future, espousing the benefits of 
developing a space faring nation. New 
jobs, new avenues of investment would 
be generated to support the journey into 

the moon. Kennedy also addresses the 
financial burden of the space program 
but also asks the people to have faith 
in the program as it may yield yet 
unknown benefits. 

Kennedy also describes in detail what 
exactly putting a man on the moon 
would entail.

“But if I were to say, my fellow 
citizens, that we shall send to the moon, 
240,000 miles away from the control 
station in Houston, a giant rocket 
more than 300 feet tall, the length of 
this football field, made of new metal 
alloys, some of which have not yet been 
invented, capable of standing heat and 
stresses several times more than have 
ever been experienced, fitted together 
with a precision better than the finest 
watch, carrying all the equipment 
needed for propulsion, guidance, control, 
communications, food and survival, 
on an untried mission, to an unknown 
celestial body, and then return it safely 
to earth, re-entering the atmosphere at 
speeds of over 25,000 miles per hour, 
causing heat about half that of the 
temperature of the sun--almost as hot 
as it is here today--and do all this, and 
do it right, and do it first before this 
decade is out--then we must be bold.”

We must be bold. The essence of 
the speech is held in those words. 
Embarking on a program of this nature 
requires a great deal of courage and 
faith. President Kennedy regards these 
sentiments in his speech in a manner 

that stirs the deepest corners 
of one’s imagination and asks 
them from within; Are you up 
to the task?

Finally he concludes his 
speech once again assuring 
that no matter the investment 
of time, money and energy the 
great task of putting a man on 
the man will be done. It will 
be done before the end of the 
decade, stirring the hopes of 
the people for greater things 
to come.

“Well, space is there, and 
we’re going to climb it, and 
the moon and the planets 
are there, and new hopes for 
knowledge and peace are 
there. And, therefore, as we 
set sail we ask God’s blessing 
on the most hazardous and 

His dream realized

The little blue ball we all call home
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dangerous and greatest adventure on 
which man has ever embarked.”

The speech was well received by the 
audience and by the people as a whole. 
The stirring speech that reached deep 
into the hearts and imaginations of 
people brought much of the public 
into the fold supporting the program. 
However it didn’t entirely stem the 
pushback to the program. President 
Kennedy also proposed a joint program 
with the Soviets; however, it wasn’t to 
be and the idea was abandoned after his 
assassination.

Ultimately while he wasn’t present to 

witness it, President Kennedy’s vision 
came true on July 20th 1969 when 
astronaut Neil Armstrong set foot on 
the moon. Numerous other missions 
followed some manned and others 
unmanned and this speech can be 
considered as one of the main sources 
of inspiration and energy that led to 
mankind’s exploration of space in the 
modern day.

It’s still considered as one of the 
greatest speeches made by a leader. 
It also sets an outstanding example 
as to how a motivated leader with a 
proper vision and the motivation to see 

it through can lead a nation to one of 
its greatest achievements. Whilst the 
pressure of competition with the USSR 
also contributed to the acceleration of 
the program there is no doubt that the 
efforts of President Kennedy was a 
major part of the success of the program.

Even now listening to the speech it 
evokes a sense of wonder of what we 
can achieve if we are up to the task. 
It inspires us to believe in the best 
of humanity, our urge to choose the 
unknown road in the faith that will lead 
to greater things.

This gavel year, for sure is one of 
the most phenomenal gavel years 

in the gavel history, as for this year not 
only did we took gavel CCS to reach 
new heights, but also we found a new 
platform to gather around and have our 
very own entertaining gavel meetings 
amidst all the lockdowns and quarantine 
sessions with the COVID-19 crisis. 
COVID-19 existed but did we at gavel 
stop? Absolutely not.

After the installation of the new board 
the first educational meeting which is 
also our 60th educational meeting, was 
themed “childhood nostalgia” which 
definitely bought out some of the most 
cherished and fond memories of our 
beloved gavelliers.

The “Food” themed meeting was soon 
followed along to celebrate the World 
Food Day where, as I heard all the 
gavelliers went straight to the kitchen 
after the meeting. “Music the universal 
language” was one of our most hyped 
and awaited meetings which ended up 
being one of the best meetings we had 
and also an unforgettable one where we 
ended up making a YouTube playlist of 
all our favorite songs and trust me the 
songs recommended by our gavelliers 
were sensational!

Some of our quite remarkable themes 
held in our educational meetings were 
time, never give up, to travel is to 
live, carpe diem, the world belongs to 
those who read, everyone must speak, 
education and conflicts. In each of these 
meetings not only did all the gavelliers 
have fun but also, we shared our very 

own stories and opinions with each other 
which made these educational meetings 
so fun and interactive while at the same 
time very informative.

During the Round Robin sessions 
where we all get to voice our own 
perspectives regarding the theme of 
the day, we realized that each one of 
us had unique and different thinking 
patterns and while we polished our 
speaking skills, we also gained valuable 
insights on the various topics we talked 
about. Round Robin sessions ensured 
that no Gavellier is left out, while 
in our table topic sessions the more 
enthusiastic speakers came forward to 
speak about a topic which our table 
topics master picked, thus improving 
our impromptu speaking skills as well 
as our presenting abilities. All of the 
speakers are evaluated at the end of the 
educational meeting, thus giving every 
speaker constructive criticism as how to 
improve in the coming week. Although 
our educational meetings are very formal 
and professional, the informal session 
which comes after the adjourning of 
every educational meeting is indeed 
very informal and fun, as it is the time 
where we start chit chattering nonstop 
about everything to nothing while 
entertaining ourselves.

The most intriguing thing which 
happened during our past gavel year was 
that all of the educational meetings were 
held completely in online platforms 
such as google meet and zoom, but even 
amidst through virtual platforms, we 
found friends which turned into a family.

With each ending comes a new 
beginning, therefore with the ending of 
this gavel year, we look forward to make 
more memories while cherishing the old 
ones in the coming year. Viva la Gavel!

 - Gimhani Jayathilake

                                                                                       

Educational Meetings at Gavel CCS
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Ayomal Fernando
Co-Treasurer

A new board of gaveliers have taken 
up the reins to lead the club. But 

who are they and what are they like? 

Ayomal Fernando! A friendly, 
humble and talented personality 
talks to you about his interests and 
about what is going on in his life 
right now. 

Q. Greetings to you Ayomal! 
Thank you for joining with us today. 
Let’s start from the beginning. 
Could you tell us a bit about 
yourself? 

A. I’m Ayomal Fernando. I’m a bit 
over 22 years old. I’m from Piliyandala. 
I completed my primary education at 
Piliyandala Primary College. Then I 
attended Piliyandala Central College 
for my O/Ls. After that, I went to 
Ananda College Colombo for my A/
Ls. Currently I’m an undergraduate 
student at ICHEM and also at the 
University of Ruhuna.

Q. You mentioned that you 
follow two degrees concurrently. 
How do you balance those two 
responsibilities? 

A. Well, I admit that it’s not a lenient 
and simple thing to do. However, I’m a 
person who puts up with quite a bit to 
get what I expect. And I really like the 
subject areas that I’m doing currently. 
I mean, I love chemistry and I do 
green technology at the University of 
Ruhuna. As long as you do what you 
like without being stressed out. I 
think it’s not a hard thing to do.

Q. Childhood is the most fun 
and memorable time in anyone’s 
life. So as a kid who did you want 
to be?

A. Well, as a kid I wanted to be a 
musician and produce music. Also, I 
had a dream to be a movie director and 
make movies. I thought to myself that 
this movie should end up like this way 
and It’s good if it could give a happy 
ending. Like that I did plan things, in 
my own world. Furthermore, I wrote 
a story book and I named it “Moon in 
the Night “. It was about a werewolf! 

And I also had a dream to make a first 
Sri Lankan Warner bros movie as well 
as a first Sri Lankan marvel super hero 
movie. I know it’s kinda weird goal for a 
kid. Haha!

Q. So why did you decide to choose 
a chemistry related path, and what 
drove you to join IChem?

A. Well, it’s hard to describe in one 
sentence. I love studying chemistry 
and I find it extremely interesting 
every time. Actually, it’s one of the 
subjects that I feel relaxing and that’s 
the subject that I wanted to major in. So 
yeah that’s why I joined IChem. 

Q. Are there any particular areas in 
chemistry that you’re interested in?

A.  Yeah, I like Environmental 
Chemistry very much. As humans, 
we’re not treating nature right. Due 
to urbanization and industrialization 
lot of chemicals were pass-through our 
environment and affect air, water, soil 
etc. I think, learning environmental 
chemistry can help us to monitor, 
protect the environment around 
us. At the University of Ruhuna, I 
do environmental related 

subjects. In brief, those subjects 
thought me to use technology and 
science to save our environment. 

Q. I’ve heard that you’re a very 
talented singer. So how did you 
improve your passion for music?

A. As I told you I love music since 
I was a kid. My father is a very good 
guitarist and singer. He had a band 
when he in his twenties. Therefore, 
I have a musical background. We 
can almost all agree that music is an 
extraordinary tool that helps us in our 
daily lives. Actually, it has become a 
staple in my life. I really can’t imagine 
its absence. When you like something, 
you often don’t give it a second 
thought. However, I had to choose 
chemistry instead. That’s true, I love 
chemistry. But the thing is music is not 
a very stable career path in Sri Lanka.

Q. Do you have a specific genre 
that you like?

A. Not really... I enjoy every type of 
music like Rock, Pop, Jazz, Classical, R 
& B. I love music. That’s it. 

Q. Do you have any songs that you 
recently fallen in love with?

A. Yep. It’s “Api Nam Thavenne Na 
Yalu”by Yuki Navaratna. As I believe 
Yuki is a talented artist. 

Q. Who’s your favourite singer? 

A. Definitely Rukantha Gunathilake. 
He’s a very keen singer, songwriter & 
musician who’s known as the King of 
Pop among Sri Lankan community. 
If I had to pick somebody from 
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overseas. I definitely go with Ed 
Sheeran. His music is so simple and 
beautiful. At times his melodies are a 
bit complicated. I mean those chord 
progressions are hard to play. Anyway, I 
like him too.

Q. You play the guitar as well? Why 
don’t you tell us a bit about that?

A. When I was in grade 10, I started 
playing the guitar. I’m not a professional 
guitarist. But still I’m trying my best 
and I keep learning. Because the 
things you can do with your guitar are 
limitless. 

Q. It seems you prefer playing the 
guitar to singing?

A. Well it’s a hard question. I like both 
singing and playing. And every little bit 
helps me get through the day.

Q. Apart from music, do you have 
any other interests? 

A. I enjoy watching sports on TV. 
Some of my favourite sports include 
swimming, cricket and football. 
Recently, I watched Copa America and 
Argentina won that and you know... I’m 
very happy about that and to be honest 
it made my day (laughing).

Q. Now you get a Gavel-related 
question. Why do you start liking 
Gavel and what made you join the 
Gavel Club of CCS?

A. I think that happened very 
randomly. We had Aura practices on 

the same day. I remember 
Esini akki poped in and 
asked us to come and join 
the meeting. Honestly, I 
had no idea what was that 
meeting about (haha). 
So that was my very first 
gavel meeting. Then, 
there was Ashen ayya, 
Isiwara ayya, Dilhan 
ayya, and so on. They 
were really friendly and 
I effortlessly attracted to 
gavel. I remember, once 
Esini akki asked me to 
do a speech on whatever 
topic I like. I did my 
speech on Avengers and 
that was my first time 
delivering a speech. It was 
truly a special moment in 
my life. It was a bit shaky 
and scary. But you know, 
somehow, I got through it.

Q. Do you have any 
thing on your bucket list 
that you would like to 
share with us?

A. Well, I wanted to go 
to Italy. Also wanted to 

attend Ed Sheeran’s concerts.

Q. Are you a book lover? 

A. To be honest, I used to read books a 
lot. Although I’ve lost touch with books 
I really like to go back to my reading 
habit again.

Q. Are there any movies that you 
think everyone should watch?

A. Yes, I’m waiting for the Spider 
Man - No Way Home. It’s an upcoming 
movie based on Marvel Comics. And I 
think movies from Marvel Cinematic 
Universe are extraordinary movies to 
watch.

Q. Social media has become an 
integral part of the lives of people of 
all ages today. What do you think 
about social media?

A. As I believe, there are advantages 
as well as disadvantages of social media. 
It depends on how you use it. If you 
use it in a good way. It’s a great way 
to gain your knowledge. Some people 
in our society, especially the youth, do 
terrible stuff like cyber-bullying using 
social media. Therefore, we must use it 
wisely.

Q. Next, it’s a rapid-fire round. You 
have to answer each question as fast 
as you can.

Daddy or BnS – Daddy

Rock or Pop – Rock

KFC or Burger King – KFC 

Twitter or Instagram – Twitter

The food you dislike – Bitter gourd. 
Seriously, I just don’t know why such a 
bitter thing even exists (laughing).

Favourite clothing colour – Dark 
Blue

Favourite restaurant in Colombo – 
It’s Chinese Dragon Cafe in Nugegoda.

Q. Define yourself in three words 

A. Loyal, caring and trustworthy 
person 

Q. If you had to lose one of your 
senses, which sense would you 
prefer to lose and why?

A. I will definitely go with taste. I’m 
a huge foodie. So that I can control my 
eating habit a bit and be healthy 

Q. Now you get an interesting 
question. I got to know that Daddy’s 
Chandrayan Pidu is one of your 
favourites. Imagine that you have 
decided to do a cover song, and you 
need to pick four people from your 
friends’ list to cover the Soprano, 
Alto, Tenor and Bass. Who would 
you pick?

A. 

• Soprano - I’ll pick Nadun.

• Alto – Pasan ayya would be great.

• Tenor – I’ll go with Dusara.

• Bass – I choose Uthsara. He has a 
nice bass voice.

Q. You might have gone through 
challenging situations in your life. 
How did you work things out?

A. As I mentioned earlier I don’t 
overthink much. And I always try to see 
every situation positively. I think that’s 
a good way of solving problems.

Q. Final question. Where do you 
see yourself in 10 years?

A. Well, I want to be a happy person. 
That’s why I’m studying and that’s why 
I’m singing. Simply I want to be happy. 
That’s it. 

Well, that brings us to the end of 
this interview. Thank you for being 
with us Ayomal!

Thank you for having me!

That concludes our interview with 
Ayomal. A Marvel fan, musician, 
optimist and loyal personality. We wish 
him all the very best.

Interviewed by Lasani 
Gunawardena
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Fourteen billion years ago, 
the universe was created 

spontaneously out of nothingness. 
Time itself unraveled at that moment 
and began to flow, eventually birthing 
life many years later. Today we sit 
in our chairs and beds, in front of 
our screens and books without 
a moment’s consideration of the 
miraculous nature of the creation of 
everything we know. Yet in a way, it is 
this ignorance that allows us to enjoy 
the little things in life, without which 
life would be akin to a ball of raw 
dough; flavourless and unbearably 
boring. The little miracles that happen 
every day and week make life easier 
to live. 
In these times of distress and danger 

with the formidable virus lurking 
around every corner, two very special 
days of my life are worth recounting 
as they were meaningful, flavourful, 
and undeniably miraculous. 
The first of them was a Friday a 

couple of months ago, when, as usual, 
a Gavel Educational Meeting was held. 
This was a special one because it was 
a joint meeting with the Gaveliers 
from the University of Kelaniya and 
I was really looking forward to it 
especially after the two previous 
joint meetings, which were a lot of 
fun. However, the stars that day were 
rather misaligned, as my electricity 
cut off about twenty minutes before 
it began. Enraged and disappointed, 
I downed a glass of water and laid in 
bed, but just as I was drifting off, the 
power suddenly came back on! I was 
ready, just in time for the meeting, 
half asleep as I was.
The moment I connected to audio on 

Zoom, I realized I wouldn’t be falling 
asleep anytime soon. It is impossible 
to word the feeling accurately, yet 
I shall say that Gavel UOK are an 
absolute riot, filled to the brim with 
sarcasm, jokes and chaotic, unfiltered 
fun! The sleep disappeared faster 
than I could say “Hello,” and I was 
laughing to the point that it hurt. The 

meeting was easily the best one I 
had attended to date, and my feelings 
were confirmed when I realized I 
already knew some of them from 
Inter University Debate Competitions 
a couple of years ago. It was like 
meeting long lost friends, though I 
knew next to nothing about them, and 
amidst torrents of jolly speeches, 
selfies, roasts, compliments and 
some ridiculously hilarious stories, 
the gears of the meeting kept grinding 
on and on, never halting but only 
speeding up throughout the day.
At its core, the usual things 

happened. Round Robin, Table Topics, 
Evaluations, and finally Informal 
Sessions. Yet every one of these 
were somehow magical and flowed 
seamlessly and effortlessly from 
one segment to the next, making me 
feel right at home. Gavel meetings 
are usually full of formalities and 
professionalism, but this joint meeting 
made me see that some formalities 
are more symbolic than they are 
functional; that it is sometimes best 
to relax, take it easy and “chill out,” 
as they say. This cozy setting which 
seemed to be prioritized by Gavel UOK 
made all the difference, and everyone 
undeniably had the most wonderful 
time – the raw laughter that filled my 
ears that day proved it! After sizing 
up our drawing skills on Skribbl.io, 
the meeting came to a pleasant end 
and a warm mug of coffee later, I was 
happier than a lark, sleepy as I was 
beginning to feel.
To the readers that don’t know much 

about me, I am often sleepy, and I 
like sleeping. I think it is severely 
underrated by some people. However, 
sleep was not an option for me 
yet, since I had undertaken a great 
quest - to take part in The Orator, a 
brainchild of the Ex-Co of Gavel CCS. 
It was in essence, a speech marathon 
purely consisting of CCS Gaveliers 
delivering speeches to complete their 
Competent Communicators’ projects. I 
was doing my second project. 
About three days before the big 

marathon, I brewed up a speech with 
a little homage to a game my friends 
and I play, but unfortunately it turned 
out rather disastrous. My mentor 
helped me through thick and thin on 
this one, to help me realize where 

I went wrong. I ended up remaking 
the entire speech a day before the 
big day, into what was, in my opinion, 
a far better one titled – “Mentos, 
Cola and My Mother.” The marathon 
day arrived, and I had to hustle 
myself into my running shoes as I 
woke up rather late. However, when 
my moment came and I spoke, the 
nerves went away and before I knew 
it, I was finished. It felt great! Yet the 
stars of the show were everybody. 
The collection of magnificent talent, 
of vocal masters that day was truly 
remarkable, and to see many other 
speakers beginning their journey with 
an icebreaker was heartwarming. 
Another lap of the marathon is 

coming up in a few days from the time 
I’m writing this truly fabulous article 
that you’re reading, but I cannot help 
reflecting on the good times I’ve had 
in this past year with the Gavel Club. 
From AIBGS, to cosplaying Flynn 
Ryder, from singing on Avurudhu, 
to contributing to this delightful 
newsletter amidst everything else in 
life, my year has been a hectic joy. 
But like the stars above that die and 

give birth to new ones, our journeys 
do go on. A new age of Gavel CCS 
is coming, one greater and more 
prosperous. With great hope and 
gratitude to Gavel CCS, I hand over 
this corner of mine to another that 
may not just replace me but do better 
in every way and leave you smiling 
at every end, just as I’ve strived to 
do. Thank you, reader, for motivating 
me to write for you and tell you of my 
adventures and escapades with this 
crazy Gavel family I’m a part of. I wish 
you the very best, and for your days to 
be filled with good times like mine. 
Always have hope when it seems 

like there should be none. After all, 
miracles happen in this universe. I 
just proved it!

-Senan Alwis.
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The day was December 2nd, 2020. 
A little-known actor named Ryan 

Reynolds released a video on YouTube 
titled “Match Made in Hell”, as an 
advertisement for the dating platform, 
Match. The advertisement featured a 
song called Love Story by another little-
known singer-songwriter called Taylor 
Swift. Her loyal and dedicated fans 
(aptly named “Swifties”) immediately 
noticed a difference in the song featured 
in the advertisement, as opposed to the 
original.

It was not a secret that Taylor had a 
disagreement with her record label. 
Long story short, she was denied access 
to the master recordings (the original 
recordings of the songs that give you the 
legal right to own the songs) of her first 
six albums. It was way back in August 
2019 when she announced that she will 
be re-recording her first six albums. This 
advertisement was the first time that 
one of the re-recorded tracks was heard 
out in the wild.

However, the Swifties didn’t have the 
time to focus on this, because just 8 days 
later, Taylor decided to surprise fans all 
over the world by announcing that her 
ninth studio album, titled evermore will 
be released at midnight. The Swifties 
were treated with a whole album on 
the 11th of December. With songs like 
willow, champagne problems, tolerate it 
and happiness, most of the fans forgot 
about the re-recording.

However, Taylor wasn’t done 
surprising her fans yet. On February 
12th, she confirmed that she was done 
re-recording the songs from her second 
studio album, and released Love Story 

(Taylor’s Version) as a single. It was 
very nostalgic, and immediately took 
me back to the school days where I 
first heard it on the radio. At the same 
time, it was very fresh, with matured 
vocals from Taylor, and a cleaner 
production overall. The fans had a lot to 
look forward to, come April 9th, when 
Fearless (Taylor’s Version) was released.

It wasn’t just a re-recording of all the 
songs from the original album either. 
Some songs were to be included that 
she wrote back in the day, but never saw 
the light of day. Two of those songs were 
released as singles before the release 
of the album. Hearing You All Over 
Me and Mr. Perfectly Fine for the first 
time, I was shocked that Taylor kept 
these songs locked up for so long. They 
belonged out in the world.

April 9th rolled around, and Swifties 
all over the world were greeted by 
a 27-track album. I have seen many 
Swifties remarking that they were 

“blessed” with this album, and I can’t 
disagree with those statements. The 
two songs Love Story and You Belong 
With Me were favorites, even for non-
Swifties. Hearing those songs with 
updated vocals was like taking a trip 
down memory lane with a filter applied. 
This country-pop album was met with 
critical acclaim, but Ms. Swift pulled it 
from contending for Grammy awards 
and Country Music Association (CMA) 
awards, because “Fearless has already 
won four Grammys including album 
of the year, as well as the CMA Award 
for album of the year in 2009/2010 and 
remains the most awarded country 
album of all time.” If that isn’t the 

perfect flex, I don’t know what is.

The album retains all the lyrics from 
the original, and is a sonic replica of its 
original in terms of music. There are 
some additional guest appearances in 
the “From The Vault” songs. The main 
highlight however, is Taylor herself. 
Her singing voice is now stronger, more 
controlled, and noticeably deeper, 
which had allowed her to breathe new 
life to an album that is over a decade 
old. This can especially be noticed in 
Untouchable (Taylor’s Version) where 
both the low and high ends of her voice 
shine through.

Taylor Swift’s music has always had 
a profound effect on me. It’s exciting 
and saddening. It’s uplifting and 
depressing. Happy and sad. High and 
low. It’s all the things in life worth 
living for, conveyed through a musical 
format. Though I may not be a true 
Swiftie in the sense that I do not know 
that much about Taylor Swift herself, 
I will always consider myself a Swiftie 
in terms of how engulfed I am with her 
music. In closing, I would like to leave 
some of favorite lyrics from Fearless 
(Taylor’s Version) while looking forward 
to Red (Taylor’s Version) which will be 
releasing on November 19th.

“Romeo, save me, they’re tryna tell me 
how to feel / This love is difficult, but 
it’s real / Don’t be afraid, we’ll make it 
out of this mess / It’s a love story, baby, 
just say, Yes” ~Love Story

“If you could see that I’m the one who 
understands you / Been here all along, 
so why can’t you see? / You belong with 
me, you belong with me” ~You Belong 
With Me

“But like the dollar in your pocket, 
it’s been spent and traded in / You can’t 
change where it’s been, reminds me 
of me” ~You All Over Me (feat. Maren 
Morris)

“It takes everything in me just to get 
up each day / But it’s wonderful to see 
that you’re OK” ~Mr. Perfectly Fine

“Sometimes, I really wish that I could 
hate you / I’ve tried, but that’s just 
somethin’ I can’t do” ~Don’t You

By Anupa Somasiri
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Ashwin Ranasinghe
Co-Treasurer

A new board of gaveliers have taken 
up the reins to lead the club. But 

who are they and what are they like? 

Ashwin Ranasinghe, a friendly and 
a sporty person talks to us about his 
interests and about what is going on 
in his life right now.

Q. Thank you for 
joining with us today 
Ashwin, we really 
appreciate it, 
so let’s start 
with your 
background, 
could you tell 
us a bit about 
yourself and your 
background?

A. I am Ashwin 
Ranasinghe, I have a 
brother and I’m a 
student, I 
studied 
at 

Dharmaraja 

college and vision International School.

Q. What is the reason for your 
interest in chemistry? In which 
field of chemistry would you like 
to pursue your career?

A. I had a dream to enter the State 
University, but I couldn’t, I thought 
Ichem was the only chance and 
that’s why I joined Ichem. I like 
organic chemistry, so I hope to 

pursue a career in that field.

Q. You are the treasurer of the 
gavel club and the Vice President 
of the Rotaract club. Was it hard to 
manage these responsibilities along 
with the academics?

A. I don’t think so because even in 
Gavel I have Uthsara and Ayomal, so it 
was easy as there were many people to 
help me, even in Rotaract all the other 
members were helpful, so it wasn’t 
difficult for me.

Q. As a gavelier, name an 
inspirational speaker you look up to 
and why?

A. I look up to Nick Vujicic because 
he is very talented, and his speeches 
were very motivating including his life 
itself as he was born with an extremely 
rare congenital disorder known as 
Phocomelia, but he managed to become 
a painter, swimmer, skydiver, and 
motivational speaker.

Q. I heard that you are very 
passionate about collecting stamps, 
could you tell us a bit about that?

A.  So, I started collecting stamps 
when I was 3 or 4 years, and it was my 
hobby. I have like 3-4 stamp books and 
while collecting those stamps I gained 
a lot of information; I have a lot of 
stamps from other countries as well and 
I shared and exchanged them with my 
friends which was really fun.

Q. Chess is an abstract strategy 
game, many people say that playing 
chess can make you wiser, as a 
chess player what’s your opinion on 
this?

A. When we play chess, we have to 
make a move, so we have to be logical 
and have to think fast, there are many 
types of chess games; like for example 
there’s rapid bullet game where we only 
have one minute, so like that by playing 
chess we can make wise decisions and 
I can say that playing chess made me 
a little wiser. When I was in grade 8, I 
won our school chess tournament and 
won many certificates and prizes, and 
now I’m a part of the Ichem chess team 
as well.

Q. Your friends say that you are 
huge foodie and that you are always 
in charge of food when there is an 
event at Ichem, so what’s your 
favorite food?

A. My favorite food is kottu and every 
time we organize an event at Ichem the 
main food to eat is also kottu haha. I am 
a person who’s always hungry and I can 
easily eat a large pizza alone and also eat 
a full kottu easily.
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Q. What is your favorite video 
game?

A. My favorite multiplayer video game 
is League of Legends. For single player 
games, Call of Duty and Assassin’s 
Creed are my favorites.

Q. Let me ask you some rapid fire 
questions now.

Tea or Coffee – Tea

iOS or Android – Android

Movies or TV series – TV series

Cats or Dogs – That’s a tough one, I 
love them both.

Acting or Singing? – Acting because 
I’m terrible at singing.

Bearded or Fully Shaven? – 
Bearded.

Q. You have practiced karate for 4 
years; do you own any belts?

A. Actually, I just went for practices 
and didn’t go to any tournaments, and 
I own the brown belt of karate and 
maybe someday I’ll try to win the black 
belt of karate as well.

Q. When talking about these sports 
we can say that you are a very 
sporty person so out of these sports 
what is your favorite sport?

A. I think karate but I used to do 
swimming as well, so I guess my 
favorite sports are swimming and karate.

Q. What are you most passionate 
about? What do you feel is your 
biggest interest in life?

A. I’m very passionate about chemistry 
and that is the reason that I joined 
Ichem as well, we can say that my 
biggest interest in life is also chemistry. 
I really like to spend the rest of my life 
in a lab as a researcher, haha.

Q. What was the most difficult 
period/experience you encountered 
in life and how did you get through 
that?

A. I was going through depression, for 
like 2 months, and my friends helped 
me a lot to get out of it. I should also 
mention Kesara Dissanayake, he is a 
phycologist and a youtuber who helped 
me a lot to get out of depression.

Through my experience of depression, 
I learnt a lot of things and the main 
thing is that self-love is crucial, and 
we have to think about ourselves first 
before thinking about others.

Q. What is your biggest strength 
and your biggest weakness?

A. My biggest strength is my friends 
and family, and my biggest weakness is 
that my heart melts fast.

Q. As a kid, who did you always 
want to be?

A. First, I wanted to become a marine 
engineer, but my parents did not let me 
so then I came to the chemistry field 
and here I am.

Q. If you had to lose one of your 
senses which sense would you prefer 
to lose and why?

A. Smell, because I think it is the least 
important of all the five senses.

Q. What’s the next movie in your 
watch list?

A. Black Widow

Q. What is the life quote you live 
by?

A. Even if we fail in something, that’s 
not the end, there will always be light at 
the end of the tunnel.

Q. Where do you see yourself in 10 
years?

A. I may be doing a job related to 
chemistry and research and I will be 
with my family and in the end will 
spend a happy life after all.

Well, that brings us to the end of 
the interview, thank you for joining 
with us today Ashwin, and we wish 
you the best of luck in your future 
endeavors!

Interviewed by Gimhani 
Jayatilleke
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A Fang-tastic Night 
With The Gaveliers!
“Where there is no imagination, there 

is no horror.”
   – Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

The 63rd Educational Meeting 
was a very special one. As 

spooky as it was, it was a different 
experience to many Gaveliers as it 
was the very first Halloween themed 
meeting attended by many of us! 
The meeting began with a costume 
reveal session where we saw many 
interesting characters like; Papa 
Drac from Hotel Transylvania, The 
Agent J from Men In Black, the iconic 
‘Joker’, the Moaning Myrtle from 
Harry Potter, The Tokyo Ghoul, an 
Impostor from Among Us, etc. and  I 
did my perfect impersonation of Mr. 
Donald. J. Trump (who at the time was 
in a head-to-head battle for the US 
presidential election), which turned 
out to be hilarious, turning the mood 
of the audience to a pool full of 
laughter. The title of the most creative 
costume was awarded to Gav. Thulara 
Ranawaka who was dressed as The 
Joker. This was awarded by taking a 
poll just after the exciting session. It 
didn’t feel like a virtual meeting at all, 
seeing everyone dressed up in vivid 

costumes of their interest with the 
lively atmosphere that was created.
This was followed by an informative 

session delivered by Gav. Ayesha on 
the origins and current practices 
about Halloween which gave insight 
to many of our fellow Gaveliers as the 
term Halloween was quite unheard 
of in Sri Lanka. Later came the Round 
Robin session where the objective 
was to take turns continuing a 
spooky story. It started with a bunch 
of hysterical twists and turns; with 
a man meeting a scary witch and 
ended up eating a whole packet of 
hot chips while going up and down a 
flight of stairs; which paved the way 
for participants to run wild in their 
spooky imagination power.

Next was the ‘Terrifically Terrifying 
Tales’ Table Topics session which gave 
a “blood running cold” feeling, with 
the fierce yet thrilling twist to the 
session with the speeches made by 
our eloquent Gaveliers. Following this 
was the entertainment session filled 
with games. The spookmaster of the 
day, Gav. Uthsara, sorted out 4 groups 
namely Cemetery-fied, Knights Of 
The Living Dead, hlai megjs and last 
but not least was the victorious team 
that I was in; Jack O’MG. The Games 
session consisted of 3 rounds, ‘Guess 
the horror movie’, ‘2 Truths and a Lie’ 
& the most hilarious session of all: 
‘Pictionary’. The session concluded 
after a head-to-head battle between 
all teams and finally team Jack O’MG 
emerged as champions (I strongly 
believe my luck was a part of it ...wink 
wink…).
It is also very important, and it is 

my pleasure to mention the presence 
of one of our former senior TAs on 
that day, former Gavelier Ashen 
Samaranyake for his humble yet 
enthusiastic participation with the 
shiny Babish cosplay that evening. 
But it must be said that most 
importantly, it was the very interactive 
participation of our fellow Gaveliers 
which made this evening a truly 
memorable one. That marked the end 
of another spook-tacular day with 
great memories to be cherished! 
 Vinuja Fernando,
 Outgoing VP-Membership.

gavelccs@gmail.com

mailto:gavelccs%40gmail.com?subject=
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The 71st Educational Meeting of the 
Gavel Club of CCS took place on 

the theme of “Avurudu with Gavel”. 
The meeting commenced as usual 
with our club president Gav.Uthsara 

Malaweera Arachchi calling the 
meeting to order and handing over 
control to the TMOD Gav. Jayath De 
Silva who introduced the theme and 
role players for the day. 
The round robin session hosted by 

the TMOD was quite lively. It was the 
Avurudu version of the game “Taboo” 
where you had to describe a word or 
phrase that was assigned to them by 
the RR master while refraining from 
using a set of words, while everyone 
else guessed. Everyone took part in 
the RR session enthusiastically.
 Next, we had the table topics 

session followed by evaluations, 
where we had a bunch of speakers 
tackling the listed topics for the 
day but the session wasn’t without 
interruption, constantly switching 
focus from the topics on the table to 
miniature arguments which was all 
good friendly banter. The table topic 
session was quite the memorable one, 
with the repartee in between speeches 

leading to the birth of several 
bizarrely funny and eccentric words (if 
you know you know. Wink wink)! 
To round it all up, a small games 

session was conducted where the 
goal was to find the best liar. Believe 
me all who participated brought out 
their A-game. The general evaluator 
surely should have had a lot to 
comment about the proceedings of 
the day but he probably ended up 
having too much fun and forgot all 
the mishaps or decided to turn a 
blind eye and not be the big buzz kill.
 Considering how the proceedings 

panned out it ended up being one of 
the most informal, yet joyful sessions 
we’ve ever had!
 -Kishala Jayasinghe

JINGLE BELLS WITH 
GAVEL CCS

The 68th Educational meeting of 
the Gavel Club 

of CCS was held 
on the 23rd of 
December 2020. 
The theme of 
the meeting was 
Christmas! As it 
was a themed 
meeting, the 
role players and 
the Gaveliers 
came up with 
puns and names 
for themselves 
which made the meeting even more 
entertaining. The Toastmaster of the 
day or rather the Santa of the Day 
was Gav. Jayath De Silva who gave 
the introductory remarks merrily. 
During the round robin session all the 
Gaveliers joined in to talk about what 
they wanted for Christmas. Before 
the Table Topics session Gav. Yohara 
Ranasinghe made her CC1 speech, 
which was evaluated by Gav. Isiwara 

Rathnayake.  The Table Topics session 
was very captivating, as always, and 
had many interesting topics like, “If 
I was Santa for a day”, “It’s the most 
wonderful time of the year” etc. The 
meeting had a very festive feel with 
Gaveliers wearing their Santa hats 

throughout and speaking on the 
Christmassy table topics. At the end 
of the meeting there was a games 
session in which the participants had 
to guess the Christmas carol based on 
emojis. This was a very lively session 
as everybody participated in trying 
to figure out the Christmas classics, 
and everyone joined in singing along 
to the carols. And finally the last 
meeting for the year 2020 ended with 
the Gaveliers singing (Trying to sing 
rather) Mariah Carey’s “All I want for 
Christmas is you” together, which 
was rather chaotic, but unarguably 
everybody had a great time!
 
  Mithuni Senadheera
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“All our dreams can come true, if we 
have the courage to pursue them.”  
 -Walt Disney

Walt Disney built up the Disney 
Empire and has helped change 

the lives of many people around 
the world. The cartoons he made 
starting from Steamboat Willie in 
1928 which was the world’s first 
synchronized sound cartoon have 
touched the hearts of many. With 
the understanding of this deep 
connection between the older and 
newer creations of Disney, and 
our hearts, the Gavel Club of CCS 
conducted a very special Disney 
themed Educational Meeting. 
The meeting was held online 
on the 18th of May 2021 via 
ZOOM as a special joint 
meeting with the Rotaract 
Club of CCS and was attended 
by many Gaveliers and 
Rotaract members alike, clad 
in costumes resembling their 
beloved Disney characters. 
The day was hosted by 

the Genie of the Day Gavelier 
Sasanka Yakandawala who started 
the meeting by requesting all 
attendees to introduce their Disney 
Characters. Cinderella, 
Belle, Rapunzel, Sleeping 
Beauty, Maleficent, and 
Mickey Mouse took the 
stage, while a Flynn Ryder 
too stood alongside 
everyone with his frying 
pan in hand. Everyone 
was subjected to a hearty 
round of applause and 
many cheers. 
Following the costume reveal 

session, the round robin and table 
topics sessions were held, where 
everyone spoke about a topic related 
to Disney. To many, it was their first 
time speaking on this stage, yet 
their speeches were nothing short 
of magical. From Rotaractor Nipuli’s 
recounts on her childhood Disney 

memories, to Dasuni’s fabulous story 
about her fascination with Maleficent, 
the speeches were thrilling, and a joy 
to listen to. 

Upon evaluating the table topics, 
the Genie of the Day commenced 
the games session, which everyone 
was eagerly looking forward to. After 
several rounds of fun, the attendees 
were surprised by the unexpected 
visit from Professor Calculus, who 
conveyed his best regards to all teams 
that competed to win the Inaugural 

Disney Trophy. 
This magical meeting ended 

on a high note, with smiles 
and laughs among both 
Rotaractors and Gaveliers, 
making it one of the most 
notable meetings held in the 
history of Gavel CCS.
 - Isiwara Ratnayake

A MAGICAL 
EVENING WITH 

GAVEL CCS

‘The Gavelier’ Board of Editors:

Sasanka Yakandawala

Jayath de Silva

Senan Alwis

Yohara Ranasinghe

Dinithi Sri Jayasekara

Nadun Guruge

Anupa Somasiri

Minoli Rupasinghe

Upeksha ‘Mona’ Nilnuwani

Gimhani Jayathilake

Lasani Gunawardhane

Dinushi Fernando

Minduli Weerathunga
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November 27th 2020, that was the 
day we first started planning for 

our intra-club speech contest of the 
Gavel Club of CCS. The idea for a 
speech competition was first presented 
by our club president, Gav. Uthsara 
Malaweera Arachchi, since Gavel CCS 
haven’t had a speech competition 
since 2018. And myself along with 
Gav. Yohara Ranasinghe were named 
the co-chairs of the competition. The 
purpose of the competition was to act 
as a stepping stone for the members 
of the club to go out of their comfort 
zones and to encourage participation in 
competitive speaking. The competition 
also facilitated the preliminary round of 
the ‘All Island Gavel Best Speaker 2021’ 
competition. 

Owing to the pandemic, we couldn’t 
risk having the competition in a physical 
setting. But as they say “Gavel Never 
Stops”, hence we were going to have 
an online competition for the first 
time in the history of the club.  Since 
it was going to be held virtually, it 
required a lot less resources, therefore 
we thought this was going to be a piece 
of cake.  Little did we know about all 
the challenges that lay ahead of us. 
First, we had to construct a proper plan 
of how this was going to happen. In 
order to help us out we had to set up 
an organizing committee, and for that 
we found a bunch of amazing people 
in the Gavel Club of CCS to help us 
for the next few weeks to come. What 
followed were weeks of zoom meetings, 
preparation of rules and regulations, 
registration forms, confirming 
participation and encouraging our fellow 
to Gaveliers to participate in this event. 

The competition consisted of two 
categories, prepared speech and speech 
evaluations. In order to help our 
competitors, mentoring sessions were 
held, with the help of our own Gavel 
CCS Alumni, TM Lakalya De Silva, 
Past Gaveliers Afnan Azeem and Sahan 
Gunaratne who were kind enough to 
mentor our fellow Gaveliers and help 
them sharpen their speaking skills, 
despite their busy schedules. 

On the 14th of December, just five 
days before the big event, we had our 
first rehearsal, with all the role players 
and the chief judge, TM Lakalya De 
Silva. It was simply a disaster, the timing 
was completely off because of network 
lags and due to technical errors the 
Zoom breakout rooms weren’t working 
like they were supposed to. We were 
all distraught after the session. And we 
only had three days to fix this. After a 
brief discussion with my fellow co-
chair, Yohara, we decided to shuffle the 
roles of the role players based on the 
circumstances.

We wanted this event to be perfect, 
so the day before the competition we 
had an audio, video, positioning and 
lighting check for the speakers in the 
morning and clarified their doubts about 
the lineup of event as it was a novel 
experience for them as well. 

December 19th 2020, the day of 
the competition arrived. We had five 
speakers for evaluations, and seven 
speakers for the prepared speech 
competition. And the panel of judges 
consisted of the chief judge TM Lakalya 
de Silva and 10 other judges from 
Toastmasters clubs around the country. 

Even though it was a virtual event I 
had a knot in my stomach wondering if 
things will go as planned. At 8.30am the 
evaluations competition commenced, 

with introductory remarks from the 
co-chair Gav. Yohara Ranasinghe. The 
evaluations competition was based on 
the competitors having to evaluate a 
speech done by a test speaker and then 
give feedback in a constructive manner. 
This was a new experience to all the 
evaluators as they had only evaluated 
Table Topics speeches prior to this. 
However, all the speakers came through 
with flying colors. Gav. Senan Alwis was 
named the winner of the competition, 
while, Gav. Isiwara Rathnayake and 
Gav. Uthsara Malaweera Arachchi were 
placed first and second runners up, 
respectively. 

The prepared speech competition was 
headed by myself, where eight speakers 
spoke for 5-7 minutes on a topic of 
their choosing. All the speakers dazzled 
the audience with their speaking skills 
and presentation skills. And finally the 
winners were announced. Gav. Uthsara 
Malaweera Arachchi was the winner of 
the competition, while Gav. Deepadul 
Perera was placed first Runners up & 
Gav. Amaya Sooriyaarachchi was the 
second Runners up.  

The competition went on as planned, 
to the dot & it was smooth sailing until 
the end. I believe everyone let a sigh of 
relief once the event ended.

However, this competition was not the 
end but rather the beginning of many 
of our Gaveliers’ competitive speaking 
journey, as many speakers went on to 
participate in all island competitions 
such as Enliven 2021 and AIBGS 2021.

As, a co-chair of the competition I can  
proudly say that CCS Best Speaker 2020 
was extremely successful and I am even 
more proud about how our amazing 
organizing committee pulled it off. It 
was a great experience and definitely 
one of a kind! 

 -Mithuni Senadheera
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Although it might not look it, CCS 
is a place brimming with many 

talented individuals. In “tête à tête” we 
have one-on-ones with those exceptional 
students at CCS. 

This month we have an absolutely 
exceptional character and an ardent 
supporter of Gavel CCS, the charismatic 
Lakalya de Silva.

Q. Who is Lakalya de Silva?

A. Just a very easy-going person who 
takes one day at a time, which is at 
times a bad thing because I find myself 
without a goal. I like to learn, and I learn 
in the process. I also make up my own 
day, the day starts when I start working 
and it ends when I stop. If I sleep the 
entire day, that day then simply doesn’t 
count.

Q. Give us some backstory into you

A. My name is Lakalya Janithri de 
Silva. My parents thought that the 
name “Lakalya” means beautiful 
and “Janithri” comes from “Janana” 
which means to create, so the name 
basically means to create beautiful 
things. I was schooled at Devi 
Balika Maha Vidyalaya. I live in 
Wijerama. 

Q. Lakalya, what made you choose 
Chemistry as your academic path?

A. My aunt was a chemistry teacher 
so it was always closer to me and while 
at school, I would say      that I was a 
better student of chemistry than other 
subjects. When I was studying for my 
ALs I found that I had a knack for 
organic chemistry. I did my ALs three 
times, and I did get ‘okay’ results 
each time, but I didn’t want to go 
to a state university that was not in 
the western province. I didn’t have 
enough marks to get into J’pura or 
Colombo, so that is how I came to be 
at CCS. I could’ve come to CCS right 
after my first shy, but I didn’t, because 
of this I regret doing ALs three times. 
However, I realised that it had made my 

knowledge deeper as well. 

Q. We heard that although you were late 
for lectures you made sure to occupy 
a seat in the first row, have you always 
been that diligent when it came to 
academics? 

A. No. I am not a good student at all. 
I was not disciplined at all when I 
studied. I liked to learn new things and 
that is why I sat at the front rows, that 
and the fact that I am visually impaired, 
but I was not like that when it came to 
homework and self-studies. As a result 
of me sitting in the front row, almost all 
my friends were also front benchers.     

Q. How was your life at CCS?

A. Well, my life at CCS wasn’t a normal 
one. I didn’t know half the batch 
because I came to lectures late and 
once the lecture was over, by the time 
me and the other front benchers were 
done talking to the lecturer about our 
problems, half the batch had left. I had 
to “bunk” several lectures where the 
lecturer would not admit students who 
got late. During our first year at CCS, 
we had a lecture by Professor J.N.O. 
Fernando, which was always from 8 

to 10 in the morning, and that was 
one lecture that I always got late to. 

Professor JNO was very punctual, it 
was in his blood to be punctual, so 
he would be there in the hall at 7.55 
a.m. so I missed a lot of his lectures. 

Then there was one day when I got 
to the hall at around 8.15 a.m. and 

he had not arrived yet, which was 
very unusual for him, but I was 

very happy at that time. The next 
day he was late as well, this kept 
happening for a few days and 
then he was absent altogether. 
Later I found out that it was 
because he was falling ill due 
to his cancer. I still regret being 

late for his lectures because those were 
the last few days that we got to be with 
him and I lost out on learning from 
someone great. 

Q. Lakalya you were the President of 
the Gavel Club of CCS from 2018-2019, 
what made you join Gavel and how was 
that experience?

A. Back when I first joined CCS, we 
only had the Rotaract Club, which 
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I was a part of as well. Then came 
this monumental day when Dr. Infas 
called our entire batch and told us that 
they are going to start a Toastmasters 
club in CCS, I didn’t even know 
what Toastmasters was, but my 
friend Afnan was a Toastmaster from 
the Toastmasters club of Lyceum 
and he explained what it was to me. 
Unfortunately, the Toastmasters club 
of CCS didn’t last. It was mainly for 
lecturers. But Dr. Infas found that there 
was great interest for it among the 
students, so they formed a Gavel Club.

I remember that I was one of the first to 
give a speech at Gavel CCS, which was 
a table topics speech. We were to pick 
a table topic and the topic that I picked 
was just a homecoming card and I had 
to speak on it. So, I said something, and 
I ended with “coming home is coming 
back to a loved one.” When it comes to 
Gavel that is what I feel, like coming 
home to a loved one. 

The title of the presidency really did 
not change who I was, it did not add or 
take a way any of my responsibilities 
because it had been almost the same 
role throughout, since I was the Vice 
President of Education the previous 
year as well.

Q. You were a semi-finalist of ‘Speech 
Master’ in 2016 and a finalist in 2018, 
how was the experience of taking part in 
a speech competition of that scale like?

A. I remember the first time that we 
took part in a speech competition was 
speech master in 2016. I was just a 
semi-finalist back then and Samadhi 
(Samadhi Nawalage) became the 
runner up of that competition. It was 
a very exciting experience for both 
of us. We both went to listen to the 
evaluations the Toastmasters gave 
us and that was the first exposure we 
had to what real Toastmasters was all 
about. Although our Gavel Club was 
founded by a Toastmasters Club, it 
was this experience that really gave 

us the essence of Toastmasters. By 
participating in that competition, the 
method of structuring a proper speech, 
the transition, the body, conclusion all 
of that got ingrained into us. Then the 
next year, we again took part in “Speech 
Master” and again Samadhi won runner 
up and that time I was the 5th runner 
up.

Then there was Gavel Conference 
where we took part in All Island Best 
Gavel Speaker (AIBGS). That time I 
was the 1st runner up. I was the VP of 
Education back then and I took part 
in AIBGS because I needed to set an 
example for the rest of the members 
to follow. I wasn’t in it to win it at first. 
That was a turning point in my life 
to be honest, it wasn’t just about the 
speech but in terms of how to mentor 
another person. I got to work throughout 
the competition with many different 
mentors and their evaluations of me 
helped me a lot and that made me 
realise how I should mentor another.

Q. You are currently a toastmaster, what 
is your take on effective communication, 
how has it helped you get to where 
you are today and how is it important 
for young undergraduates or young 
professionals?

A. Effective communication is not just 
about speaking, it’s about listening as 
well. You can’t be talking endlessly 
like a parrot; you must listen to people 
and understand what they are saying 
as well. You must listen, understand 
their point and then if you have some 
criticism; you should criticise without 
hurting them. Even though speaking is 
kind of boisterous, although that is the 
first thing that people will notice, what 
you will be remembered for is how you 
make other people feel, that aspect of 
communication comes from discipline. 
That is why in Toastmasters and Gavel 
you have a speaking component as 
well as a listening component. That 
experience is not something that your 

formal education will give you, it 
can only be gained by programs like 
Toastmasters and Gavel.

However, although I was not a good 
student, I would not encourage anyone 
to go down that path. Because it doesn’t 
matter how good a speaker you are, 
if the content of your speech lacks 
substance. If you are speaking rubbish 
and you can’t understand what another 
person is saying it really doesn’t matter. 
For that you need to be qualified. You 
have to know your basics and you have 
to be a constant learner, then you can 
channel that knowledge through your 
communication skills. You must be 
credible for someone else to believe 
you, that is the entire point of effective 
communication.  

Q. Toastmaster Lakalya de Silva is held 
in extremely high regard as a mentor 
both by your peers and your juniors 
alike, is mentoring something that you 
enjoy doing or is it one of those chores 
that you just want to get over with?

A. No, it’s not a chore at all. As I said 
my first proper exposure to a mentoring 
session was in 2017 when I won the 
intra-club contest, which was the 
qualifier for AIBGS. The chief-judge 
for that competition was Toastmaster 
Arshad and he directed me to another 
Toastmaster who was there, Toastmaster 
Mario, who would give me some 
‘pointers’ on how to improve my speech. 
I thought that asking a person to listen Speech Master

Lakalya in action at the AIBGS

President of Gavel CCS
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and comment on my speech would 
be a bother to him and so, I put off 
the meeting for an entire week. Then 
Toastmaster Arshad was very stern with 
me and pushed me to call Toastmaster 
Mario. 

So, I called him and introduced 
myself and he replied with “Oh, Hi 
Lakalya. You were the one who gave 
the cake speech.” The speech that 
I had given was about a cake and I 
was very surprised that someone had 
remembered what I soke about, even 
after an entire week. That’s when I 
realise that true mentoring starts by 
first actually listening to the person that 
you are mentoring. From that point 
onwards I knew what sort of mentor 
and what sort of evaluator I wanted to 
be. It wasn’t just noting down three 
points where the speaker did well and 
two points of improvement, it was about 
going down to their level and listening 
to what they have to say. That sense of 
being heard, that I got from Toastmaster 
Mario, was something that I had not felt 
before. I want to give that satisfaction 
to all my mentees, and it also gives me 
satisfaction when I see them making 
speeches and I love to contribute in any 
way that I can for their improvement.

Q. Lakalya you said that you were 
passionate about chemistry from a 
young age yet you are currently in the 
corporate industry, why choose industry 
over academics?

A. I don’t think its exactly a choice, I 
still love teaching. Then when I did 
my final year undergraduate research 
on anti-bacterial activity of silver 
nanoparticles, I had to wash 90 test 
tubes per day, on some days the only 
thing that I did was wash test tubes. 
That experience and the fact that I 
was late to the labs as well made me 
realise that I did not have the patience 
to work in a lab and work for five years 

on a PhD. So, I shifted my focus to new 
product development for the corporate 
sector.

I had a friend who was already working 
in new product development, and 
I realised that that person had the 
capacity to work in new product 
development, but he didn’t know 
how the chemistry side of it worked. 
I used to give him certain concepts in 
chemistry that helped him in his line 
of work, that made me realise that it 
was the bridge between science and 
business. 

Funny thing was when I went for the 
interview for the business development 
executive position at the university 
linkage cell of the University of Sri 
Jayawardenapura, they kept asking 
me whether I have an MBA or if I was 
taking CIMA, for which all my replies 
were “No.” I only had my Graduateship 
in Chemistry degree, at that time I 
hadn’t officially graduated yet either, 
but they selected me because I had 
taken part in “Speech Master”, my 
presentation skills were good and, 
according to them, I was a good speaker. 
Those qualities combined with my 
background in chemistry and my 
analytical skills would make me a good 
business development person. So, if 
I had had just a degree with a second 
upper or even a first class, they would 
not have hired me if not for the fact 
that I was in Gavel. I stayed at USJP for 
about a year and then I shifted to John 
Keells Research, which is where I am 
now.

Q. How does the corporate environment 
differ from the typical academic 
environment?

A. Well, I’m not in a typical corporate 
job because its still research. What I 
can say after working in a government 
university and now in the private sector, 
is that in the private sector you have to 
be consistent and you have to maintain 
your speed, you cannot be slow at 
any point, you have to keep up to the 
deadlines and somehow push yourself 
through, which was not the case in the 
government university where you can 
make up your own deadlines and such. 
There is no one to push you there, but 
in the private sector you really must 
perform to the maximum.

You have to always be willing to grow, 
you have to have a growth mindset and 

you have to be disciplined. You have to 
know your basics really well and you 
need to be creative, innovative and be 
willing to learn new things, because that 
environment is constantly changing. No 
one is going to tell you that you should 
go through this process, when you are 
given a task, you must make your own 
way and see to it that it’s done within 
the given time. Then you have to 
prioritize your tasks as well because you 
have a lot of things going on at the same 
time.  

Q. What other hobbies do you have?

A. I like to cook, especially a lot of 
meat dishes. I also like to make cakes, 
cheesecake, and such. However, I am 
not a good designer, so the cake won’t 
be anything fancy, it’ll just be a plain flat 
cake. Other than that, I used to go watch 
dramas at the Lionel Wendt, the last one 
that I watched was “Arsikland – The last 
one”, which was in May the last year. I 
had bought a seat in the back rows, but 
because many people had not come that 
day due to covid and everything that 
was going on, I got to sit at the very front 
where the tickets were very expensive. 
Next time I go watch a drama I’ll buy 
the front row seats, although I probably 
won’t be able to afford it. Speaking of 
drama, I used to be a dramatist back in 
my school days and that was also where 
I think that I got some exposure to 
mentoring, in general. I used to coach 
other people of the drama club. ‘The 
Wendt’ also felt like home, so I’ve 
watched many dramas there alone. One 
thing you notice at ‘The Wendt’ is the 
smell of expensive cigarette smoke, 
especially during the period when the 
Shakespeare dramas are there. Most of 
those dramatists are addicted to smoking 
those expensive cigarettes and although 
smoking inside is not allowed, they go 
out and smoke so much that they are 
basically like walking cigarettes. I am 
particularly drawn to that smell and 
therefore ‘The Wendt’ feels so calming.  
So, drama is another thing that I am 
passionate about. 

Q. Which drama would you say is 
the best, from the ones that you have 
watched?

A. Les Miserables done by Gerome de 
Silva.

Q. How is Lexy?

A. She’s good. She’s six and a half now.

Lakalya, Samadhi, Afnan and Dilendra; 
the golden age of Gavel CCS
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Q. I heard that she is your companion, 
she’s the go-to person to talk?

A. She used to be. She also used to 
sleep with me, there was a time when I 
couldn’t sleep alone so she used to come 
and sleep next to me and it was very 
comforting. It wasn’t that she wanted to 
be on my bed, I wanted her to be on my 
bed. I guess its maybe because of the 
heat now, she waits till I fall asleep and 
then leaves. 

Q. Lakalya, you were described as 
“being perfect in your imperfections.” 
Can you share some of your 
imperfections with us?

A. Well, I’m far from perfect. As for 
imperfections, I still need to work on my 
punctuality, that’s a big imperfection. 
I also get attached to things; meaning 
people, places, work, and I often find 
it hard to balance the things that I get 
attached to and other things that I 
should be doing. Another thing is that 
I care more about the things that I like 
and I don’t care at all about the things 
that I don’t like or the people that I 
don’t like. I guess its good for the people 
that I like, who I absolutely shower with 
love, to the point where it might be 
smothering for them. So those select few 
that I like have to suffer because I have 
no other way of release, I guess that’s 
another imperfection, I need to come to 

a middle ground and find balance.

Q. You are a known professional stalker. 
Stalked anyone lately?

A. My ex-boyfriend’s mother.

Now for the fun questions?

Q. Who is your favourite speaker?

A. Sandun Fernando. You tell me he 
will be speaking somewhere, and I’ll 
definitely be there.

Q. State one annoying trait about a 
previous boss.

A. There is not a single trait about my 
previous boss that I don’t like. He was 
the embodiment of perfection.

Q. Love and lose or never ever love?

A. Love and lose.

Q. Beach bod or Dad bod?

A. Dad bod. I associate dad bods with 
kinder, warmer and more stable people.

Q. Who is your celebrity crush?

A. These days its Rege-Jean Page

Q. Have you ever had a crush on a 
lecturer? 

A. Oh Yes.

Q. If you were to have a superpower, 
what would it be?

A. Power to stop time.

Q. Kiss, Marry, Kill; Frodo Baggins, 

Samwise Gamgee, Pippin Took

A. Kiss Frodo, Marry Sam, Kill Pippin

Q. Would you rather find a rat in your 
kitchen or a cockroach on your bed?

A. Cockroach on my bed. A rat would 
mean that there are a lot of other 
problems, but a cockroach might mean 
just an accident.

Q. Describe the colour yellow to a blind 
person

A. Happy.

Q. And finally, where would you see 
yourself in 10 years?

A. This is a question that makes 
people who take one day at a time very 
anxious. As for me in 10 years’ time, 
career wise I would have progressed 
in the new product development 
path, in toastmasters I hope I’ll be a 
Distinguished Toastmaster. I’m not 
quite sure if ill be married or whether ill 
have kids, ill cross that bridge when it 
comes to it.

Thank you very much, Lakalya! And 
there we have it. An ambitious and 
successful woman whose journey, many 
of us could learn from. We wish her the 
very best. 

 Interviewed by Sasanka Yakandawala

Do we actually want you to annoy a large herbivore with deadly horns?

Not really.

Nag a ram, is a word or a phrase formed by rearranging the letters of another word or a phrase. 
Even the ancient Greeks used them to fool their friends.

 Can you figure out this Anagram?

DIRTY ROOM

hint: the solution will have many of the anagram especially if boys are involved.

Anagram

Answer to last month’s Anagram :
   SCHOOL MASTER - THE CLASSROOM
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Two days filled with great speech 
sessions, joy, friends and fun 

where we were able to relieve all our 
stress due to the ongoing pandemic, is 
an apt yet inadequate way of describing 
this remarkable event.

The event was kicked off by one of 
the main comperes, who was none other 
than our very own Uthsara Malaweera 
Arachchi. What followed was an 
eventful day. The beginning couldn’t 
have been more lighthearted, with 
sessions from two comedians. Shuhaib 
Ali gave some beautiful advice through 
a very hilarious session, telling all of 
us to leave complacency, laziness, and 
pride at the door. 
This was followed 
by Anderson 
Kirubaharan, who 
performed an 
equally hilarious 
stand-up comedy 
session. 

Coming off the 
high from the 
comedians, the 
stage was now in 
control of Shuvo 
Hridayesh. He 
made all of us 
follow a series 
of exercises that 
were meant to 
enhance energy and 
positivity, which 
he had adapted from Tony Robbins. 
Something very interesting happened 
afterwards, where he held up a book 
and asked the audience if someone 
wanted it, and who wanted it the most. 
A girl dashed on to the stage, wrestled 
with Shuvo and obtained possession of 
the book. For a moment, I thought it 
was staged. Shuvo used this example to 
show the importance of taking charge.

After being energized and feeling 
ready for the rest of the day, we were 
graced with the presence of Toastmaster 
Sandun Fernando. His session on 
speech making was the pinnacle in 

storytelling in my opinion, in which he 
used his love for coffee, and spun a tale 
around how one should empty their 
(metaphorical) cups before filling it.

Next up, Dr. Dheena Sadik, who is a 
Fitness expert and nutritionist related 
her experience at med school, gave 
advice on how to live your own life. 
She was followed up by TV presenter 
Sandro Sathyajith, who shared his 
experience. One quote that stood out to 
me was “Introverts make the best public 
speakers”.

A public event wouldn’t be complete 
without a group selfie. After the rush to 
fit into a wide frame right outside the 

venue, lunch was served. To circumvent 
the sleepy audience that would naturally 
follow, a game session was conducted 
by dividing the audience into groups of 
10. Friends were made at those tables, 
and intimate details of people were 
shared. That is because the game was 
“Two Truths, One Lie”, which meant 
exploring the team representative’s past 
to find interesting titbits of information 
that inhabited the border of truths and 
lies. It was a session that resulted in a lot 
of laughs, of course.

The stage was then graced with the 
presence of Mevan Pieris, a charming 

individual who has occupied the 
prestigious list of “Forbes 30 Under 
30” list of 2020. He delivered a very 
inspiring speech about innovation 
and achievement, relating his own 
experience at catalyzing Pickme Foods 
at the beginning of the pandemic.

The latter part of the evening was 
the most anticipated. It was time 
for “Gavel’s Got Talent”, the talent 
show of GavelCon. There were many 
memorable performances, including 
impressions from classic Sri Lankan 
cartoons, a poem about “loving 
homework” (sarcasm was in the air), 
a piano recital, drama, and of course, 

singing.

As day 1 of 
GavelCon reached 
an end, I don’t 
think anyone really 
wanted to leave. 
Maybe that’s the 
reason a conga line 
was formed by the 
organizers and the 
dozens of attendees 
who stayed behind a 
little more to thank 
the organizers for 
putting together 
such a wonderful 
event amidst many 
challenges.

Hearing all about 
the happenings of the first day, and even 
more enthusiastic to join on the second, 
I arrived at the venue, curious as to what 
was in store for the day. Little did I 
know, it would turn out to be one of my 
most memorable days!

We were warmly welcomed by 
members of the organising committee, 
and the registrations took place.  As I 
walked through the doors, I knew that it 
was going to be a rather momentous day.

The first item on the agenda, was the 
Youth Empowerment Session, which 
was most wonderfully conducted by, Ms. 
Shanuki de Alwis.  She is the creator and 

ESCAPE THE ORDINARY

Senan Alwis - Finalist - AIBGS Evaluations



28 The Gavelier

host of the ‘Shh’ Talkshow, a community 
talk-show for women that addresses 
social stigmas and gender empowerment 
narratives. She enlightened us on the 
pathway of finding our purpose of life 
and spoke to our hearts throughout the 
session. Her valuable words, good energy, 
and mere presence was the best way to 
start off this memorable day.

And then came the moment we were 
all anticipating for: The AIBGS Finals! 
The competition was divided into three 
categories - Impromptu speech, Speech 
evaluations, and Prepared speech.

A moment of great pride, was when our 
very own senior member of the club, 
Gavelier Senan Alwis, who was selected 
as a finalist of the speech evaluations 
category, took the stage. Unsurprisingly, 
he created his own sort of magic, starting 
off with a beautiful poem and ending 
with a bang, as always. His captivating 
nature, certainly enthralled the audience 
and Gavelier Senan, undoubtedly, left an 
ever-lasting impression as he walked off 
the stage that day. The entire Gavel Club 
of CCS is truly proud of having such a 
talented speaker among us!

It was a whole new experience 
to witness these talented speakers 
exercising their skills on stage. The 
speeches were delivered in such an 
enchanting manner, and I consider 
myself lucky to be part of an audience, 
where I was able to witness such 
competent individuals. It was truly 
mesmerizing, as each speaker caught our 
complete attention, as if by magic, and 
amazed us with each word uttered.

And finally, everyone rejoiced and 
cheered as the winners were rewarded.  
The members of the Organising 
Committee had their moment, as they 
thanked each other and clapped one 
another’s backs, reliving the memories 
they made throughout the months of 
preparation. We are thankful for all the 
members of the Organizing Committee, 
without whom this event wouldn’t have 
been possible. Overall, the event was a 
great success, and every single person 
had their share of fun, as they made 
great connections, cracked jokes, clicked 
photographs, had good food, and more 
importantly lived in the moment! And 
I can say, with great assurance, that we 
truly did “escape the ordinary”! 

Ayesha Hettige and Anupa Somasiri.
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A series of three special Joint 
Educational meetings of the Gavel 

Club of CCS were held in May and June 
this year, in collaboration with the Gavel 
club of SLIIT, the Gavel Club of the 
University of Colombo and the Gavel 
Club of the University of Kelaniya 
respectively, to renew old connections 
and correspondences, establish new 
ones, and broaden perspectives of 
all Gaveliers that participated. The 
meetings were arranged, coordinated 
and led to success amidst the pandemic 
via Zoom, with great participation from 
the clubs involved. 

74th Educational Meeting – Joint 
meeting with Gavel club of SLIIT

The 4th joint meeting between the 
Gavel clubs of CCS and SLIIT took 
place on the 11th of May via zoom. 
The meeting was held on the theme 
“Education”. It was a really exciting 
session and any jitters our members had 
due to this being the first joint meeting 
of the year vanished once the meeting 
got into its groove. A really fascinating 
round robin session which involved 
an absolutely monstrous story where 
two Gaveliers from our club dreamt of 
adventures while sleeping together in 
a forest, was followed by some great 
speeches from members of both clubs 
stepping up to the occasion. This was 
followed by an interesting but rather 
tricky game where we were to describe 

our expectations from college without 
saying ‘I’. All of this made sure that all 
participants left feeling very contented. 

 76th Educational Meeting – 
Joint meeting with Gavel club of 
University of Colombo

The 2nd joint meeting of Gavel CCS 
for the Gavel year of 2020/21 took place 
with the Gavel club of the University of 
Colombo on the 27th of May 2021 via 
Zoom. The meeting was held under the 
theme of “Romance”. 

It was a fun session where the 
Gaveliers from both the clubs got a 
chance to speak their hearts out. All 
the Gaveliers were involved in an 
interesting round robin session which 
was held in breakout rooms, a new 
experience to our CCS Gaveliers. We 
also were lucky to discover some of the 
secrets our Gaveliers had regarding their 
love life and romantic interests as they 
were prompted to speak up owing to 
the nature of the topics offered. This 
was followed up by a fun and interactive 
Games session where the Gaveliers 
from both clubs were put into groups, 
and given the task of creating a dating 
profile for popular members from 
both clubs. Finally, the meeting was 

adjourned by the President of our club 
bringing the most romantic meeting 
ever to an end.

77th Educational Meeting – 
Joint meeting with Gavel club of 
University of Kelaniya

The first ever joint meeting between 
the Gavel club of CCS and the Gavel 
club of the University of Kelaniya 
was held on the 18th of June 2021 
via zoom. The theme of the meeting 
was “Addictions”. It was a fun session 
where members from both Gavel clubs 
talked about their addictions and how 
each gavelier treats their compulsions 
differently. We were able to witness 
some great speeches and gained some 
insight into what makes something 
really addictive. Also a CC1 speech by 
our very own Deepadul Perera talking 
about his maternal shopping woes plus 
a fun end-of-meeting informal session 
involving some engrossing plain-tea talk 
made for a really enjoyable meeting.

 -Atheek Ameen

Joint Educational Meetings
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Dinithi Jayasekara
Sergeant at Arms

A new board of gaveliers have taken 
up the reins to lead the club. But 

who are they and what are they like? 

Dinithi Jayasekara, a friendly and 
outgoing personality talks to us 
about her interests and about what 
is going on her life right now.

Q. Thank you for joining us today 
Dinithi. Welcome! Let’s start this 
off with a little bit about your 
background, shall we?

A. I am Dinithi Yasashri Jayasekara. 
I am 24 years old. I live in 
Gonagaldeniya, close to Ruwanwella. 
I live with my parents currently. I 
have a brother but he is married now 
and I live. My school is Devi Balika 
Vidhyalaya in Gampaha.

Q. Onto our first question! What 
did you want to be when you were 
younger? What were your career 
aspirations growing up?

A. Well when I was younger, I wanted 
to become a pilot. But that urge went 
away quickly. Now I see myself as a 
future chemist in a lab. 

Q. So what is your favorite aspect 
about chemistry?

A. Environmental chemistry and 
biochemistry. Well its upsetting to see 
what is happening to the environment 
right now and if I can do something to 
fix that, like the recovery of pollutants 
I would be happy. Not just as a chemist 
learning chemistry but also as a person 
in this world.

Q. We have seen you be very active 
in all sorts of extra activities. How 
do you manage your time? Do you 
have any principles you follow with 
regards to that?

A.  Well basically I want to complete 
work then and there. For an example, if 
I have some coordinator duty, I finish it 
off as and when it comes and I move on 
to the next task. I can’t really explain 
how I do it but somehow I manage 
to balance all the work I need to do. 
I think I face every situation as it is 

presented to me. I don’t worry about 
whether or not I finish the task but I do 
get upset if I can’t do the particular task 
properly. 

Q. What was your school life 
like? Were you part of any clubs 
or do you do any sports or extra 
activities?

A. Well I was more focused on the 
aesthetic and arts side over sports. In 
my primary years I placed third in an 
All Island Dancing competition. I have 
also taken part in several other dancing 
and drama competitions. I’ve also done 
the Violin course in Baath kande Indian 
exam. I am planning on continuing it 
up to the diploma level. I haven’t done 
it very intensively. I have taken classes 
and I want to eventually develop that 
skill. I also used to be in Western band 
as well. Mostly I have learnt the content 
needed for the exams to pass.

To me my happiness is the most 
important thing. I also like making 
things myself. Handicraft and 
various other things. Stuff like that is 
interesting for me. I like to make things 
out of waste materials; small projects. 
When I see something that others 
consider as waste like paper, spare 
cloth, etc I try to see the beauty in it 
and I try to see if its something that I 
can incorporate into my handiwork. I 
like to make small ornaments and gift 

them to other people as well. I also did 
a fashion designing course so now I can 
make my own clothes as well. (smiles)

Q. Do you have any favorite 
Korean Dramas and why do you 
like them?

A. Doctor Crush – It’s about an 
orphaned girl. She is not very studious; 
she skips school and all that but all 
that and then there is this teacher who 
teaches her well and she eventually 
becomes a doctor. She also starts to 
work and study to take care of her 
grandmother. She is very fearless and 
I really like her character. She accepts 
every challenge and faces it.

After that I like this C-Drama. It’s 
called Untamed. In that there are two 
male characters, friends. I like the story 
of their friendship and it’s the main 
reason why I enjoy the show. A lot of 
people think that I watch a lot of K 
drama but I also enjoy watching Tamil 
teledramas, English shows, cartoons. I 
watch what I enjoy really. There is no 
specific filter process. People assume 
that I watch a lot of K Drama because 
I like their culture but it really isn’t 
like that though (laughs).

Q. When we look at Korean 
media and K-pop some people say 
that they don’t like the culture 
and the media for various reasons. 
What do you think about that? Are 

their criticisms valid?

A. When I first see a person I like or 
dislike them based on their appearance 
but based on what is inside. I don’t like 
to think negatively about people in 
general. Its not in my character. Now 
you probably understand that a typical 
say Chinese actor is not masculine. But 
I don’t see it that way. He is talented 
and he can do things that I can’t like 
acting. We shouldn’t closely analyze 
actors outside their show or movie. It’s 
their personal life and if I find his work 
entertaining then that is the end of it 
for me. 

I don’t like to think just because other 
people think that way. As an example, 
I like BTS. But there are people who 
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don’t. What I basically mean is that 
BTS is from a different culture to ours 
and they have their own nuances while 
we have ours. If a person has a talent 
that is worthy of being appreciated, 
I will appreciate it no matter how 
others feel about it. Its how I feel 
about Korean performers too. They are 
talented and I enjoy their content. 

Q. What are the top-rated songs on 
your playlist right now?

A. To me a good song has a nice 
melody and is meaningful. The 
language is not a factor for me. Right 
now, it is; 

1. Marshemelllo – Its ok not to be ok 
 2. Pink Sweat$ - At My Worst 
 3. BTS – Life Goes On

Q. Which movie that you watched 
recently that you enjoyed a lot?

A. Well I don’t watch movies a lot but 
the best show I watched recently was 
The Untamed, a C- drama.

Q. So why do you like it?

A. What I like about it is how they 
portray and explore their friendship. 
How the two care for each other how 
they look out for each other. The 
character Wang Jing looks out for Wei 
Yin in a special way. Initially they were 
terrible enemies. When Wei Yin was 
liked by everyone around him, Wang 
Jin absolutely hated him but eventually 
when everyone had a death wish on 
Wei Yin Wang Jin was the only one who 
looked after him and cared for him and 
helped him back onto his feet.

I feel like I can relate to that because 
I also like to help people in any way I 
can without saying no, especially if that 
person doesn’t have a large circle of 
people to rely on. I feel like I should be 
there for them. Even in our batch there 

were people who to me felt like they 
were lonely; without a large circle of 
friends and I wanted to befriend them 
and make sure they feel accepted. 

Q. Is there a particular defining 
moment in your life so far?

A. It was my first crush. So it’s like 
this. He wanted a completely perfect 
girl. I wasn’t as friendly or social back 
then and so I wasn’t someone who 
was outstanding or highlighted. What 
happened was I kept on thinking 
about him continuously and wasted a 
lot of time. 2016, 2017, 2018 was very 
blank. I don’t know what I did when 
I look back. I didn’t do what I really 
wanted to. Now my main goal is to be 
happy in my own way. I regretted what 
I did back then, and I’ve also advised 
people not to get too attached or to 
change drastically for another person. 
Lots of girls do this. They change for 
someone else rather than being true to 
themselves. It’s not good. As a person 
what must live their life the way they 
want and not be dictated by another 
person.

Q. Thank you for that sincere 
answer. We are now coming to the 
fun part of the interview. So we 
have 3 questions here.

1. Out of the five main senses which 
one are you most willing to give up?

A. Smell. Why? Its not a big deal. I 
think it won’t affect me and I think I 
can endure it? So it won’t be a problem 
for me. 

2. What is the funniest thing that 
happened to you recently?

A. Unexpectedly un-muting myself 
during lectures. Then when I check 
my phone there are so many calls and 
messages telling me I am not muted! 
And I get so embarrassed. I suffer from 
signal problems and when I try to rejoin 
something happens and my mic is 
unmuted.

Q. If you could have any superhero 
power without any limitations what 
would you choose and why?

A. Healing. It’s in my body, I think? 
I am quite sensitive to people so if I 
had a power like that, I can use it to 
help the people around me. I don’t like 
seeing people around me being sad so 
if I could do something about it I would 
be very happy.

Q. We also have some this-or-that 
questions. Choose as quick as you 
can!

Art or History Museum – History 
Museum

Cooking or being Cooked for – 
Cooking

Roommates or live alone – 
Roommates

Salad or Sandwich – Sandwich

Q. Do you have any speakers or 
role models you find inspirational?

A. Well usually I listen to…. Priyanka 
Chopra’s speeches. I usually listen 
to them when I am very down. How 
she set her goals, how she achieved 
them step by step. The way she says it 
she didn’t get anything just like that. 
She says that only through hard work 
she achieved most of what she has 
currently. When I listen to it I get really 
energized.

Q. Up to now, what is the 
achievement you are most proud of? 

A. I think it’s me being a good 
daughter to my parents. I haven’t 
caused any trouble to them and to 
me I see that as one of the greatest 
things that a girl can do for her family. 
Being a respectable person and having 
a good reputation is important, since 
my mother is a teacher and my father 
is also very religious so its important 
to them. If my parents can be happy 
with me then I think it is my greatest 
achievement. 

Q. What is your view on life? When 
you encounter difficult times or 
difficult experiences how do you get 
through them?

A. I believe that it is something that is 
inside of us. If we do something ‘wrong’ 
and though we appear not to consider it 
as such, it is an untruth. Internally we 
know for sure what is right and wrong. 
Coming to agreement with our heart 
… I try to avoid actions that make me 
feel are ‘wrong’. I always try to do what 
I feel will bring me happiness even if 
there are people that might not think 
the same way. If I think its ‘wrong’ I 
don’t do it. In my life we decide what is 
wrong and what is right. We have to do 
what feels right to our heart or later we 
will regret it.

Thank you for the answer! And 
that bring us to the end of this 
interview. Thank you for being with 
us Dinithi!

Thank you for having me!

And so, we have Dinithi. A warm, 
energetic girl who wants to live the 
best life she possibly can.

Interviewed by Jayath De Silva
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To some, speaking is second nature, 
flowing like poetry, word after 

phrase after sentence. To some, it means 
less, but is a means to get by - to settle 
their debts, or to solve their problems. 
And to some others, it is an impossibly 
arduous chore. Yet at its core, speech is 
a form of expression, and in the hands 
of a skilled speaker, expression becomes 
art. Today is a new day, and I’ve been 
very technical in the past. Let me begin 
today, not by being technical about 
speeches, but rather by telling you a 
story.

Humans are not the only lifeforms 
in this world to have developed a 
means of expression, but by far, we 
have developed the most complex and 
capable methods thanks to our brains. 
The prehistoric human opened their 
eyes for the first time and witnessed 
the world in all its primitive glory, and 
naturally their brain put two and two 
together, making them react to it. This 
reaction was the first form of expression. 
Even today, when a newborn opens their 
eyes and is exposed to the elements, 
they feel it and they express it by 
crying. By doing so, they communicate 
their emotion to those around them. 
Humans then observed the world and 
others in it, and they associated one 
thing with another – made connections 
in the world. The sun was associated 
with brilliance, warmth, and comfort. 
The night was associated with danger 
and mystery. The rain was associated 
with safety and nourishment, while 
lightning was associated with power and 
authority. Such associations with worldly 
phenomena led to them connecting the 
dots in other similar situations - knowing 
one’s mother is warm and comforting 
like the sun, and one’s enemy is 
dangerous and mysterious like the night. 

With the passing of time, the ancient 
man and woman developed other ways 
of expressing such emotions, influenced 
by the environment, culture and beliefs, 
creating their own suns, nights, rains, 
and lightning. Speech was born. A low 
hum might have expressed satisfaction, 
like that of a well-fed baby. A hiss may 
have expressed a threat, like that of 
an angry rattlesnake and a roar may 
have expressed anger or intimidation, 
like that of a lion. This was the root of 
speech; its most primitive form, where a 
simple idea was expressed. 

The human brain, being the truly 

remarkable organ it is, took this a 
step further and created their own 
representations and ideas on nature 
itself. From rock and tree carvings to 
drawings and murals, the ancient man 
seemed to have the world, not only as 
inspiration, but as his own canvas; one 
on which to freely express themselves, 
and to see the expressions of others. A 
language was formed and with the flow 
of time, they associated their sounds 
with their languages so that everyone 
could feel everyone else’s expressions. 

Lo and behold, here we are today. 
Speaking our own languages, sharing our 
own emotions based on our background 
and cultures. But we aren’t all that 
different, may you be a speaker of 
English, Greek, Vietnamese, may you 
be a painter, scientist, lawyer, or manual 
laborer for the emotions we share are 
one and the same. We all just express 
them differently. 

Now with this history lesson I digress 

to my most important speech tip for 
you, reader. It is essential for a speaker 
– child, adult, toastmaster alike, to 
comprehend how deep the roots of 
speech run within humanity, for it is 
then that we truly understand how 
connected we are to the audience. 

Many speakers have spoken but a few 
words and moved mountains. They 
did so to achieve their purpose. Their 
purpose resonated with their audience. 
If you’ve seen The Legend of Korra, I 
recall a very interesting speech given by 
Kuvira to her Earth Empire, resulting 
in her being beheld as an all-powerful 
ruler, “a great uniter” of her kingdom. 
She was like lightning - powerful 
and authoritative, demanding and 
intimidating, but was also like the sun 
and rain – ensuring comfort and safety 
to her people. Not everyone agreed 
with her methods, and some even 
felt threatened by her speech, while 
others were overjoyed and cheered, 

hoping for a brighter future. And that’s 
the beauty of it. Regardless of the 
audience’s opinion, the speech had an 
impact and left a permanent mark on 
everyone that listened and every time 
you speak, you leave a permanent mark 
on your audience too. This proves how 
connected everyone truly is, and how 
your words could be a gentle touch, or a 
shining dagger. 

I recall a great saying – “Even the most 
complex idea is possible to be expressed 
simply, and understood by anyone, 
for all ideas are rooted in the same 
universe that we know of.” This holds 
true, even for you. It is the delivery of 
the ideas that determine how much of 
it is comprehended. Kuvira was a very 
complicated person with a complex 
past. She was ambitious and had many 
great ideas, but in about thirty seconds, 
she had the audience in the palm of her 
hand. Her speech was simple, but it hit 
them all like a bullet for she understood 
her connection with the audience and 
expressed herself simply and clearly.

It is important to not get lost in your 
own ideas and to ground yourself, to feel 
the weight of the words that may flow 
through your lips by understanding how 
connected you are to your audience, 
hence my history lesson. By doing so, a 
speaker will speak both from the mind 
and heart and will leave the greatest 
impact on their audience. It is up to the 
speaker, however, to determine what 
kind of impact they leave.

Consider your words carefully when 
you speak. As I’ve said in one of my 
previous Speech Tips, speaking is like 
a tango between the audience and 
yourself. Therefore, speak genuinely 
and truly, and understand that the same 
fundamental idea or emotion has passed 
down thousands of generations ago to 
their people, and will escape your lips 
once again to your people. They may 
agree or disagree, but you will have 
spoken your words, and their weight 
will leave a permanent mark, just like 
your dance partner will have your tango 
permanently written in their life tale.

Then after knowing all this, after 
considering your speech, and after 
learning the best tango, proceed to move 
mountains, dear reader.  

 - Senan Alwis
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“I disapprove of what you say, but I will 
defend to the death your right to say it.”

- S.G. Tallentyre, The Friends of 
Voltaire.

This article is intended to provide 
the reader not a comprehensive 

account, but an overview of the 
freedom of expression. It entails the 
historic background, the emergence 
of an international rights framework, 
the constitutional framework of 
Sri Lanka, limitations of the right, 
important judicial decisions and lessons 
learnt. Topics such as publication, the 
right to information, freedom of the 
press, application of the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act, data retention and 
internet laws have been opted out, 
considering the audience.

History

The right to expression without 
restraints is a democratic ideal that dates 
back to ancient Greece, as appears in 
Greek literature towards the end of 
the 5th century BC. The Greek word, 
“parrhesia” means ‘free speech’ or ‘to 
speak candidly’. By the classical period, 
free speech became a fundamental 
part of the democracy of Athens where 
everyday Athenians were 
free to openly discuss politics 
and religion and to criticize 
their government. The 
Church domination - which 
considered new scientific 
knowledge a threat to their 
power - preceded the age of 
enlightenment. The French 
revolution was a landmark in 
history where people showed 
resistance to the tyranny of the 
monarchy. It was monumental 

for the emergence of the liberal thought 
that free communication of ideas and 
opinions can only be restricted by law 
(Article XI, the French Declaration 
of the Right of Man and of Citizen, 
1789). The Bill of Rights (1st of 10 
amendments to the Constitution of the 
USA) - adopted in 1791 - followed suit 
and in furtherance, identified art and 
other media also as forms of expression 
and that people can even express 
unpopular opinions without the fear of 
government censorship. Noam Chomsky 
(1928 - present), the great American 
linguist, philosopher and political 
activist is an advocate of the freedom 
of speech - as a civil right - especially 
for contrary views and expressions. He 
states in one of his infamous interviews: 
“Goebbels was in favour of free speech 
for views he liked. So was Stalin. If 
you’re really in favour of free speech, 
then you’re in favour of freedom of 
speech for precisely the views you 
despise. Otherwise, you’re not in favour 
of free speech.”

The International Legal 
Framework

The whole world was engulfed in the 
flames of war especially from 1915 - 
1919 AD (World War I) and 1939 - 1945 
AD (World War II). It dissolved the 
fundamental premise of human dignity 
and the protection of rights in the 
emphatic pursuits of lording ideologies 
by several dictators. The greatest 
outcome of the World Wars was the 
formulation of an international rights 
framework. The Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted 
in 1945 which identified the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression 
(Art.19, UDHR). Justification for the 
freedom of expression is mainly five-
fold: 1) That it is an element of modern 
constitutionalism; 2) It provides a space 
for a marketplace of ideas; 3) The 
need to uphold human dignity, cultural 
diversity, ideological diversity, and 
democratic interests irrespective of the 
truth; 4) The presence of information; 
5) As it is essential for the protection of 
other rights. The International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 
which was subsequently enforced in 
1976, recognized in addition that it 
can be subject to certain restrictions 
as prescribed by law (Art.19, ICCPR). 
Hence, freedom of expression is not 
an absolute right. It can be restricted 
proportionately where necessary.

The Constitutional Framework of 
Sri Lanka and Its Limitations

The legal system of Sri Lanka is 
a hybrid system of both civil and 
common law, i.e., statutes enacted by 
the Parliament and laws interpreted 
by judges are considered binding on 
all citizens. The legal principle of 
‘Ignorantia juris non excusat’ applied 
here translates to “ignorance of the law 
excuses not”. Therefore, it is important 
that you know them! Freedom of speech 
and expression of Sri Lankan citizens 

- including publication - is 
enshrined in Article 14(1)
(a) of the Constitution of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka (1978). The 
Constitution is considered the 
apex law of the country. 

Article 14(1)(a) is subject to 
restrictions as prescribed by 
law in the interest of racial and 
religious harmony, contempt 
of court, defamation, 
incitement to an offence, 

Athenian Democracy

The French Revolution

CURB YOUR 
FREEDOM
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etc (Art.15(2), the Constitution). 
Moreover, restrictions are placed in 
the interest of national security, public 
order, protection of public health and 
morality, for the purpose of securing 
due recognition and respect for the 
rights and freedoms of others, or of 
meeting the just requirements of the 
general welfare of a democratic society 
(Art.15(7), the Constitution). 

Judicial Pronouncements

In Fernando v SLBC (1994), a 
programme on SLBC was terminated, 
denying the petitioner’s right to 
reply to an attack made by the guest 
speaker of the show. The Supreme 
Court unanimously held that his 
right to receive and impart his 
views, which the program provided 
was an aspect of his fundamental 
right to free speech, expression, 
and publication and therefore its 
withdrawal constituted a violation of 
Article 14(1) (a) of the Constitution. In 
Joseph Perera v the Attorney General 

(1992), a group of three, organized a 
meeting to discuss ‘Popular Fronts 
and Free Education’. Leaflets were 
distributed in the community prior to 
the meeting accusing the government. 
The organizers were arrested, and the 
meeting was dispersed by the police. 
Justice Shervananda of the Supreme 
Court held that: “Freedom of speech 
and expression means the right to 
express one’s convictions and opinions 
freely by word of mouth, writing, 
printing, pictures or by any other mode. 
It includes the expressing of one’s ideas 
through banners, posters, signs etc. It 
includes the freedom of discussion and 
dissemination of knowledge[...]The 
right of the people to hear is within the 
concept of freedom of speech.”

Lessons Learnt

In William Shakespeare’s brilliant 
play, Julius Caesar, a soothsayer attracts 
Caesar’s attention and tells him: 
“Beware the Ides of March”. Caesar 
demands: “What man is that? Set him 

before me, let me see his face”. When 
the soothsayer repeats his warning, 
Caesar dismisses him, saying: “He is a 
dreamer; let us leave him. Pass.” Two 
acts later, Caesar is assassinated on the 
steps of the Senate. In the play – and 
in reality – Julius Caesar was indeed 
assassinated on the ides of March – 
March 15 – in the year 44 B.C. My dear 
Gaveliers, consider me the soothsayer. 
Speak, express yourselves and let your 
voices be heard. Gavel is all about that 
freedom. Nevertheless, always bear 
in your mind, do not be another Julius 
Caesar!

 Vidhurinda Samaraweera

From heart touching non-fiction to 
worlds that could only flow from 

the most creative pen tips, the Book 
Club took us all to places we’ve never 

dreamed of. The book lovers that 
gathered for this inaugural meeting were 
excited to share as much as possible 
about their beloved volumes. Each 
participant presented a short synopsis 
of their chosen tales and proceeded 
to answer a few questions about them 
as well. We listened in awe as they 
explained the moments that made them 
tear up and the OMG moments, they 
were careful not to reveal too much of. 

No one was shy in babbling about their 
favourite works, and the sparkle in their 
eyes as they talked about something so 
near and dear to their hearts was hard to 
miss. The conversations each member 
sparked after their presentation were 
even more interesting, as we exchanged 
opinions, ideas and theories for each 
book, their authors and ideologies 
behind them. After a whopping 3 hours 
of sharing and endless smiles and 
laughter, we were left with full hearts 
and a book rec list that not only carried 
the potentials for our next best read, 
but also the beautiful memories of our 
gathering.

 - Yohara Ranasinghe

Gavel CCS 
Turns A New 

Page
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With the objective of enhancing 
communication skills and 

leadership qualities of its own Gaveliers, 
the Gavel Club of CCS organized “The 
Orator”, a speech marathon where the 
members of the club deliver Competent 
Communicator (CC) speeches. The 
gavel club being in affiliation with 
Toastmasters International has given 
the opportunity for Gaveliers to follow 
the CC program. The CC program is a 
pathway to polish up communicating, 
public speaking and presentation skills 
by completing a series of ten speech 
projects. Once speakers have completed 
their projects, they will receive the 
Competent Communicator award 
directly from Toastmasters International.

All the speakers were assigned mentors 
to guide them through their CC journey. 
Toastmaster Lakalya De Silva, Samadhi 
Nawalage and Afnan Azeem, who are 
all past Gaveliers and alumni of CCS, 
were the three mentors assigned for the 
first quest of the speech marathon. They 
pointed out all the positive aspects of 
our speeches and the parts where we 
should improve in a very helpful and 
constructive manner. 

The first quest of “The Orator” finally 
happened on the 15th of June at 10.45 
am via Zoom. The toastmaster of the 
day was Gavelier Uthsara Malaweera 
Arachchi. There were seven speakers 
and five of them did their CC-1, while 
the other two delivered their CC-2 
speeches.

The event was conducted in three 
laps. The very first speaker of the 
speech marathon was Gavelier Dinushi 
fernando. Although her topic was itself 
a question: “Will You Sing Just Because 
You Like to Sing?”, at the end of her 
speech she provided us with a vivid 
answer.

The second speaker was myself, and 
I spoke on the topic - “Be Positive”. 
I hope I managed to express my 
opinion well, that thinking positively 
makes your life easier. Gavelier Amaya 
Sooriyaarachchi was the final speaker of 
the lap 1. She manifested the imperfect 

truth behind the perfect life she desired 
in her speech, which was appropriately 
titled “Perfectly Imperfect”. 

Opening the second lap, Gavelier 
Jayath De Silva delivered his CC1 
speech, which was informative as usual. 
He stated that life is all about “Learning 
to live”. The next speaker, the last 
speaker of lap 2, was Gavelier Anupa 
Somasiri. Delivering his speech on 
“The Journey Before Me,” he made 
us realize that every single decision 
we make is important in our life.

The lap 3 began with Gavelier Senan 
Alwis. His topic, “Mentos, Cola and 
My Mother” was quite engaging. The 
speech, which surrounded his topic, 
was even more interesting.

Gavelier Sasanka Yakandawala was 
the final speaker of lap 3. Although 
his topic was “Cake Without Icing”, 
the speech was 
definitely not about 
cake. The cake was 
instead a genius analogy, 
which he used to 
highlight the core of his 
speech, which was filled 
with his mature and 
realistic ideas.

The speeches 
were over now, but 
every speech must 
be evaluated! The 
evaluation session 
immediately followed. 
There were 7 evaluators; 
Gavelier Jayath 
De Silva, Gavelier 
Isiwara Rathnayaka, 
Gavelier Senan Alwis, 
Gavelier Uthsara 
Malaweera Arachchi, 
Gavelier Ayesha 
Hettige, Gavelier 
Sasanka Yakandawala 
and Gavelier Yohara 
Ranasinghe who 
evaluated the speeches 
of Dinushi, Nihinsa, 
Anupa, Sasanka, 
Amaya, Jayath and 
Senan respectively. 
Evaluations by 
Gaveliers always 
persuade you to carry on 
your speaking journey 
and to not give up on it.

The evaluations were followed by the 
Ah counter and timer reports, and it 
finally concluded with the grammarian’s 
report. Another incredible event 
organized by the Gavel Club of College 
of Chemical Sciences had come to an 
end, but every ending is a beginning 
itself, of something new.

 Nihinsa Upendradasa.
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Upon assuming office, the first 
major task the board of officials 

tended to was to follow protocol and re-
introduce the Toastmasters Education 
Program back to the club due to the 
program not being offered in the club 
for almost two years. In order to make 
aware the members of Gavel CCS 
about the benefits of the CC and CL 
programs as well as to educate them on 
the procedure of completing the two 
programs, a workshop on Competent 
Leadership and a Speechcraft session 
was organized in November 2020 via 
Google Meet. Both sessions were 
conducted by CCS alumnus TM 
Lakalya De Silva and they were 
invaluable as they provided members 
an insight into the art of speech crafting 
and effective leadership.

The traditional Toastmasters 
Education program consists of the 
communication track and the leadership 
track. The core of the communication 
track is the Competent Communicator 
manual. It contains 10 speech projects to 
help members gain the skills needed to 
present an effective speech step by step.  
The program will take the speaker from 
a novice to an experienced speaker.

The core of the leadership track is the 
Competent Leader manual. It contains 
10 leadership projects to help develop 
the basic skills needed to be an effective 
and efficient leader by challenging 
members to take up different roles at 
meetings and complete other facets of 
being in the club. Under this program, 
members of the Gavel Club can improve 
their communication and leadership 
skills which are essential soft skills in 
the present job market.

Members can earn the Competent 
Communicator Award and the 
Competent Leader Award directly 
from Toastmasters International upon 
completion of the two manuals which 
will greatly benefit them in the future as 
they are credentials of recognition from 

an international education organization.

The CC and CL programs are a 
grand opportunity offered by Gavel 
CCS to its members to truly take their 
effective communication skills to the 
next level. I am pleased to say that in 
the short time since the reintroduction 
of the two programs in the club, there 
has been great enthusiasm among 
the membership to take up the two 
projects. I urge all present and future 
members to join with Gavel CCS and 
follow the TMI educational programs

Sasanka Yakandawala,         
  Vice President Education (20/21),                              
  Gavel Club of CCS.

TOASTMASTERS 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS AT GAVEL CCS



The AGM of the Gavel Club of 
CCS was held on the 5th of 

August 2021, where the watch of the 
2020/21 executive committee of the 
Gavel club of CCS finally came to an 
end and the new executive committee 
of 2021/22 took over.

The Annual General meeting of 2021 
took place via the virtual platform zoom 
where are the host of the day Gav. 
Yohara kick-started the meeting with 
her usual pleasant greetings and invited 
Gav. Nadun to deliver the welcome 
address, where he warmly welcomed 
the gathering. Next came Gav. Jayath 
followed by Gav. Atheek to deliver the 
secretary’s report. Gav.Jayath gave a 
detailed report as to how the overall 
Gavel meetings proceeded during the 
year. His report summarized that the 
Gavel Club of CCS had 13 educational 
meetings, 3 joint meetings (Gavel clubs 
of SLIIT, Colombo and Kelaniya), 4 
special themed meetings (Halloween, 
Christmas, Aurudu and Disney) 
and also, he mentioned that all club 
activities were carried out virtually in 
the middle of a global pandemic.

While Gavelier Jayath highlighted 
the key events that happened in 
meetings, Gav. Atheek spoke about 
how the Gavel club of CCS grew in 
the past year with the launching of the 
educational program of the Gavel club 
by conducting the CC manual, the 
launching of the book club, holding 
the 2 quests of the speech marathon 
“The Orator”, launching of the Gavel 
memes and he also mentioned about the 
contribution at the Gavel Conference 
2021.

Next, the treasurer’s report was 
delivered by Gav. Ayomal which 
was very concise. After that Gav.
Sasanka gave the audience a sneak 
peek to the newest and the latest 
issue of The Gavelier for the year 
following a summary of what to 
expect in the newest issue. Then 
the outgoing president Gav. Uthsara 
Malaweeraarachchi gave one last address 

to the new executive committee and the 
gathering which was very insightful.

The outgoing executive Committee 
consisting of Gav. Sasanka (VP 
Education), Gav. Jayath (Secretary), 
Gav. Atheek (Deputy Secretary), Gav.
Nadun (VP Public Relations), Gav.
Ashwin (Treasurer), Gav. Ayomal 
(Deputy Treasurer), Gav. Vinuja (VP 
Membership), Gav. Dinithi (Sergeant 
at Arms) were also thanked and 
appreciated for their hard work and 
dedication throughout the year. Also, 
the committee members Gav. Yohara, 
Gav.Senan, Gav. Ayesha, Gav. Mithuni, 
Gav.Kishala, Gav. Deepadul, Gav. 
Vidhurinda and Gav. Kawya were also 
thanked for their great contributions in 
developing the club.

Introduction of the new executive 
committee for the year 2021/22 was then 
done by Gav. Sasanka and accordingly 
Gav. Amaya Suriyarachchi (Deputy 
Secretary), Gav. Upeksha Situbandara 
(Deputy VP Public Relations), Gav. R. 
V. Janani (Deputy VP Membership), 
Gav. Minduli Weeratunga (Deputy VP 
education), Gav. Minoli Rupasinghe 

(Sergeant at Arms), Gav. Nihinsa 
Upendradasa (Treasurer), Gav. 
Lasani Gunawardhane (Secretary), 
Gav. Upeksha ‘Mona’ Nilnuwani 
(VP Public Relations), Gav. Dinushi 
Fernando (VP Membership), Gav. 
Gimhani Jayathilake (VP Education) 
and Gav. Anupa Somasiri (President) 
were introduced as the new executive 
committee.

Next, Gav. Anupa addressed the 
gathering as the new President of the 
Gavel club of CCS which was definitely 
promising words for the future to come.

Toastmaster Lakalya de Silva then 
delivered the club mentor’s address with 
her words of wisdom and advice which 
left the audience awestruck and grateful.

Then Gav. Gimhani took over to 
deliver the vote of thanks to the 
attendees and the gathering.

Finally, after taking a group photo, 
the host of the day, Gav. Yohara gave 
the closing remarks and adjourned the 
formal proceedings of the meeting.                                                                       
         -Gav.Gimhani Jayatilleke

GAVEL CCS HOLDS THEIR 
6TH ANNUAL AGM
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Post your Bingo chart on your social media and don’t forget to tag 
the Gavel CCS handle as well
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Mason the Magician 

Comes every morning - in the usual day 
route
No own vehicles - but his own tired legs
With the best shirt - and his little sarong
Carrying a small bag - with his lunch pack

He changes to the working kit from his fresh 
clothes
Takes the masonry equipment and starts to 
dig
Having a chat with friends he keeps on 
working
Until he gets tired to have a small break

He washes his hands and unfolds the pack
To gain up the energy which he was waiting
He has a small nap before start working
Under the baking sun, life doesn’t make the 
same

With all his sweat pouring he keeps on 
working
Sometimes lies down when it’s thoroughly 
tired
No offense he has to keep on working
With all his muscles and strength 

Making someone’s luxury shelter with all his 
neat art
He questions himself “Wish I could make 
one for me”
But his children depend on him to taste their 
little tongue
Mason is the unsung hero in all our little 
architectures

Chamodh Munasinghe
Level 02

Stalker

Moonlit nights were her favorites
Nights that she can stare into her ceiling
Nights that she can cry herself to sleep
Nights that bring her peace
But nights scare her now 
Nights make her paranoid
As the two big eyes stare her through the 
window slits

Yashara Abewikkrama
Level 02

Starship

Dileesha Umagiliya
Level 2
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Immigration has a major 
impact on the society

Immigration has a significant impact on 
contemporary society. Each year, more and 

more people from all over the world decide to 
leave their home countries and move to another 
place.

In my view, the main reasons of immigration 
are a strong desire of better life quality and a 
safe future. A lot of people from the so-called 
third world move to developed countries in 
search of better employment opportunities, and 
therefore higher incomes. Moreover, living in 
a wealthy country implies living in a country 
with a stable economy.so risks of losing their 
savings also lessen. Other reasons that force, 
whole families to cross borders are wars and 
various cultural conflicts in their homeland. 
Many people migrate seeking security and a 
safe future for their children. For instance, most 
of the refugees who arrived in the European 
Union were escaping from wars.

However, sometimes immigration causes more 
problems than it solves, resulting in negative 
consequences for both immigrants and their 
countries of destination. First of all, most of the 
refugees can’t find jobs because of the lack of 
language skills and difficulties in the adaptation. 
That’s why the countries have to run various 
refugees assistance programs to help those 
people.

In conclusion, think that people immigrate to 
have better life prospects. However, life after 
immigration may not always meet people’s 
expectations.so it’s very important to consider 
all the possible outcomes decide whether 
leaving your homeland is worth it. 

A.M. Chathurangi Dilrukshi
Level 02

Then she likes him

U.V.Upeksha Nilnuwani
Level 02

Would you like your 
creative work to appear in 

our newsletter?
Send in your submissions to

ccgavelier@gmail.com
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Positivity through Fantasy.

Have you ever feel down, sad, hopeless, 
weak or lonely? Especially when dealing 

with life struggles or personal loss or sometimes 
for no reason. But when such feelings become 
overwhelming and affect your productive 
lifestyle, that we call depression. Believe me, 
this would be the most terrifying feeling in your 
life. 

There are many possible ways to sustain as 
talking with someone who is willing to listen to 
you, meet a professional psychiatrist, meditating 
or doing your favourite game or making out 
a chocolate. All of them will lead you to find 
your happiness. But enrich positivity in your 
mind is the best magic; you need to expel thi
s                                         demon. 

That is what J.K.Rowling                                                               
needs to show through Harry                                       
Potter. She says that Dementors                                             
feel of depression that is                                                                    
engaging with our soul and                                                                     
defeat all your happiness.                                                                
But performing Patronus                                       
charm is the only way to expel them.  What 
it means is we have to build more positive 
thoughts against depression. However being 
positively at hopeless situations is really 
incredible. But you should definitely reveal the 
magic that hidden inside you.  You don`t need 
any magical ability to perform Patronus charm 
because you already have the power of courage, 
the magical genes in your body. I know casting 
a Patronus is difficult, just as maintaining a 
positive attitude is difficult. They take time, 
dedication and support. But practice hard and 
get strong with your positive attitudes always. It 
will make you the strongest person ever.

Ayana Kottage
Level 2

The shark week!!! 11th -18th 
July

It’s a mere misunderstanding, they don’t like 
you.   

It’s the time to celebrate one of the ocean’s 
top predators.  Shark Week was a program 
originally premiered in 1988 and was devoted 
to conservation efforts and correcting 
misconceptions about sharks, which grew in 
popularity and became a hit on the Discovery 
Channel. 

Sharks have been cruising our oceans for 
at least 420 million years, that is they have 
survived four of the “big five” mass extinctions. 
That makes them older than humanity, older 
than Mount Everest, older even than dinosaurs. 
It is possible that sharks just got lucky in the 
lottery of life.

Countless movies depict sharks as vicious 
man-eating beasts, but are they really? The 
reason for all this confusion is the way media 
have portrayed these creatures giving falsified 
information. They’re some of the most 
misunderstood creatures on the planet! Sharks 
don’t find human as the utmost meal, they 
don’t like you! They’re in more fear of humans 
than we do of them. Sharks have been known 
to attack humans when they are confused or 
curious. It’s experimented that they prefer fish 
blood over human blood.

Even-though human always designate sharks 
as a huge, hungry deep-sea creature, they can 
also be terror stricken with many things, for 
example; white sharks are afraid of orcas, sharks 
are afraid of dolphins. Humans can also pose 
threats for sharks too and they try to stay away 
from these creatures.

Every human is unique and has their own style, 
so are sharks. There are more than 1,000 species 
of sharks and rays, with new species discovered 
every year and those species are poles apart. 
Shark lifespans vary by species. Most live 20 
to 30 years in wild but, they may live over 500 
years.



42 The Gavelier

Anupa Somasiri
Level 2

Nurse sharks are thought to be among the most 
docile sharks, and frequently allow humans to 
swim near them or even pet them. No guarantee 
though, so better to give them some personal 
space! In contrast, Bull Sharks may be the 
most dangerous shark of them all. However, 
the majority of sharks are considered harmless. 
In fact, most are smaller than humans and 
instinctively avoid contact with them.

These bizarre creatures are attracted to yellow, 
white, and silver and will excite them and 
make them more prone to attack. Nonetheless, 
shark’s greatest enemy is people. Many shark 
populations are threatened by human activities. 
Since 1970, shark populations have been 
reduced by 71%, mostly from overfishing.

Humans kill sharks for food, for leather, for 
their liver oil, and use shark teeth for jewelry. 
In fact, they don’t usually attack unless you 
provoke them. So let’s not play the victim to 
the circumstances you created. It is our duty to 
take away fear and misinformation surrounding 
sharks and also raise awareness of these 
creatures, inspiring people all over the world to 
take action in defense.

Dinushi Fernando
Level 02

Life is an examination

Two signs appear in our minds
Holding hands in our visualization  
The plus mark and the minus 
When you meet it
You think everything has come to an end 
But stop for a while 
And paint a slight smile on your face 
Is life an examination?
We have to face the examination of life 
With our experiences
They are not written in books 
The tragedies and pleasures
All written in our past, and we will learn from 
them 
And use them smartly in the present 
Let’s dump fears and gain courage
Be the medalist of your life 
In life’s examination 
That we all have to face. 

Upeksha Situbandara
Level 02


