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When you’re up against a trouble,
    Meet it squarely, face to face;

Lift your chin and set your shoulders,
    Plant your feet and take a brace.

When it’s vain to try to dodge it,
    Do the best that you can do;

You may fail, but you may conquer,
    See it through!

Black may be the clouds about you
    And your future may seem grim,
But don’t let your nerve desert you;

    Keep yourself in fighting trim.
If the worst is bound to happen,
    Spite of all that you can do,

Running from it will not save you,
    See it through!

Even hope may seem but futile,
    When with troubles you’re beset,

But remember you are facing
    Just what other men have met.

You may fail, but fall still fighting;
    Don’t give up, whate’er you do;
Eyes front, head high to the finish.

    See it through!

 -By Edgar Albert Guest

Don’t miss a single issue
Subscribe now to The Gavelier:
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It was the 1st of September 1951, 
delegates of 52 of the nations that 

were at war with the Empire of Japan, 
convened in San Francisco to decide 
the fate of the defeated Japanese. The 
Empire of Japan and its imperial war-
machine had committed uncountable 
atrocities as it raped its way through 
Southeast Asia. Most of those convened 
had no sympathy for the Japanese. 

It is at this juncture of the chronicle of 
Japan that a delegate of a tiny nation, 
which had only recently won its freedom 
from its colonial overlords took the 
podium and began...

“Mr. Vice-President and Friends. I  
consider  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  
afforded  the  opportunity  of  placing  
before  this  assembly of fifty-one nations 
the views of the Government of Ceylon 
on the draft Treaty of Peace which we 
have been invited to approve… I can 
speak only on behalf of my Government, 
but  I claim  that  l can  voice  the  
sentiments  of  the  people  of Asia  in  
their  general  attitude towards the 
future of Japan.”

The speaker was Junius Richard 
Jayawardena (JR), the Minister of 
Finance of the First Cabinet of the 
Dominion of Ceylon.

Background

The Empire of Japan, who had fought 
a long and bloody war to the bitter 
end, finally offered their unconditional 
surrender to the Allied nations on the 
15th of August 1945. Following the 
capitulation Japan for the first time in its 
history was occupied by a foreign power, 
the US led Allies. The Allied occupation 
which was codenamed operation 
Blacklist saw to it that sweeping reforms 
were made to Japan’s constitutions 
and economy. It also saw to it that the 
Potsdam declaration, which stipulated 
the terms of the Japanese surrender, was 
carried out.

Initially during the war the allied 
powers had planned to partition 
and occupy Japan like in the case of 
Germany. However, the occupation was 
almost entirely carried out by the United 
States. The initial plan, if carried out, 
might have seen a separate communist 
state in the north.

By 1950, Japan had become a 
parliamentary democracy and the 
Emperor’s powers were strictly limited 
by law. Further, the Japanese themselves 

had included a “peace clause” into its 
new constitution, which renounced war 
and banned them from having an army. 
However, the countries of Southeast Asia 
such as China, the Koreas, Burma and 
the Philippines, had neither forgotten 
nor forgiven the atrocities perpetrated 
by Japan during the war. Some, such 
as the Soviet Union, pushed for the 
rejection of Japanese independence. To 
make matters worse Japan owed billions 
of dollars in reparations to the affected 
countries, which would have been a 
death blow to its fledgling post-war 
economy.

The Speech

“I venture to submit that it was at the 
Colombo Conference of Commonwealth 
Foreign Ministers held in January, 
1950, that for the first time the case for 
a completely independent Japan was 
proposed and considered. The Colombo 
Conference considered Japan not as an 
isolated case, but as part of the region 

known as South and Southeast Asia, 
containing a large proportion of the 
world’s wealth and population, and 
consisting of countries which have only 
recently regained their freedom, whose 
people were still suffering as a 
result of centuries of neglect….
The main idea that animated the Asian 
countries, Ceylon, India and Pakistan, 
in their attitude to Japan was that 
Japan should be free.”
In the 1950s Ceylon, being in a greater 

level of socio-economic development 
compared to her neighbours, played a 
key role in the Asian diplomatic arena. 
It was at the Colombo Conference of 
Commonwealth Foreign Ministers in 
1950, that the concept of a completely 
free Japan was first seriously discussed. 
JR played a key role in the conference. 

At a time when most of the Asia, 
especially the south and south east had 

been under the yoke of colonial powers, 
Japan had been the sole country which 
had managed to resist them, and going 
further to be on par with them. Hence 
most Asians had looked up to Japan and 
had considered them to be a friend and 
guardian. Most of the Asian countries 
were newly independent after hundreds 
of years of enslavement and had 
reservations about submitting a fellow 
Asian nation to a similar fate. JR made 
sure that these points were heard.

 “We in Ceylon were fortunate that 
we were not invaded, but the damage 
caused by air raids, by the stationing 
of enormous armies under the South-
East Asian Command, and by the 
slaughter- tapping of one of our main 
commodities, rubber, when we were 
the only producers of natural rubber 
for the Allies, entitle us to ask that the 
damage so caused should be repaired. 
We do not intend to do so, for we believe 
in the words of the Great Teacher 
whose message has ennobled the lives of 
countless millions in Asia that “hatred 
ceases not by hatred, but by love.” 
It is the message of the Buddha……I 
gathered the impression that the 
common people of Japan are still 
influenced by the shadow of that Great 
Teacher of peace, and wish to follow it. 
We must give them that opportunity.”

In a magnanimous gesture, Ceylon 
refused to pursue any reparations if 
it meant the near destruction of the 
Japanese economy. JR made this 
announcement when the price of 
Ceylon’s main commodity, rubber, was 
at an all-time low in the world market. 
The US had decided to release its 
war-time stockpiles, followed by the 
UK which greatly deflated the price 
of rubber. Although Ceylon was not 
plundered by the Japanese as it did the 

-By Sasanka Yakandawala
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countries of Southeast Asia, this gesture 
cemented Ceylon’s commitment of 
offering her hand in friendship to the 
Japanese people.

“That is why I cannot subscribe to 
the views of the delegate of the Soviet 
Union when he proposes that the 
freedom of Japan should be limited. The 
restrictions he wishes to impose, such 
as the limitation on the right of Japan 
to maintain such defence forces as a 
free nation is entitled to, and the other 
limitations he proposes……..It is also 
interesting to note that the amendments 
of the Soviet Union ‘seek to insure to 
the people of Japan the fundamental 
freedoms of expression, of press and 
publication, of religious worship, of 
political opinion and of public meeting’ - 
freedoms which the people of the Soviet 
Union themselves would dearly love to 
possess and enjoy.”

The Soviet Union had put up a zealous 
opposition to the treaty being discussed. 
The enmity between the Japanese and 
the Russian states could be traced back 
to the early 20th century. The Russian 
Empire and the Empire of Japan vied 
for dominance in East Asia from the late 
1800s which culminated in the Russo-
Japanese war of 1905. The Japanese 
won a complete military victory over the 
Russians, annihilating the Russian Far 
Eastern Fleet in the battle of Tsushima 
and destroying the Russian Army in 
Manchuria. The defeat was an utter 
humiliation to the Russian Empire and 
spelled an end to Russian ambitions in 
the Far East. Later during the Russian 
Civil war the Japanese were a key 
member of the Allied Coalition that lead 
an expedition into Russia in support 
of the White Russians bringing it into 
conflict with the Soviet Union; the Red 
Russians. This long standing enmity 
as well as communist ambitions in the 
East might have brought on the severe 

opposition of the Soviet Union.

With the hype of the cold war in the 
background JR, who was an ardent 
anti-communist did not forget to put the 
Soviets in their place at the conference. 

“The reason why, therefore, we cannot 
agree to the amendments proposed 
by the Soviet delegate, is that this 
treaty proposes to return to Japan 
sovereignty, equality and dignity, and 
we cannot do so if we give them 
with qualifications. The purpose of 
the treaty then is to make Japan free, 
to impose no restrictions on Japan’s 
recovery……….This treaty is as 
magnanimous as it is just to a defeated 
foe. We extend to Japan a hand 
of friendship, and trust that with the 
closing of this chapter in the history of 
man, the last page of which we write 
today, and with the beginning of the new 
one, the first page together to enjoy the 
full dignity of human life in peace and 
prosperity.”

In closing, JR reaffirmed the need to 
allow the people of Japan complete 
freedom and to aid in its recovery so 
that Japan may take its place beside her 
fellow nations with the dignity and the 
respect that it deserved. He hoped that 
in the future Japan would become a 
close ally of all peace-loving nations.

JR’s speech was met with resounding 
applause. The following day the New 
York Times stated in reference to JR: 
“The voice of free Asia, eloquent, melancholy 
and still strong with the lilt of an Oxford 
accent, dominated the Japanese peace treaty 
conference today.”

The Aftermath

On the 8th of September 1951, the San 
Francisco treaty was officially signed by 
49 nations, the only refusals being from 
the Soviet Union and two of its satellite 
states; Poland and Czechoslovakia. 
Although  there were many criticism 
about the treaty, especially from China 
and Korea, who were not invited to the 
conference due to the world leaders 
not being able to agree on which state 
represented their respective people; 
whether it was the People’s Republic 
of China or the Republic of China for 
the Chinese people and whether it was 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
or the Republic of Korea for the Korean 

people, and there were still unresolved 
issues regarding Japan and its role in the 
war, the treaty showed the willingness of 
the broader international community to 
except a peaceful and sovereign Japan 
back into its midst. The treaty officially 
ended the allied occupation of Japan 
and set Japan in its path of rebuilding; 
both physically and emotionally within 
herself and with her neighbours.

Today Japan has the fourth largest 
economy of the world and still remains 
a pacifist country. The transformation of 
Japan and the Japanese people during 
the last few decades is nothing short of 
extraordinary.  

While Japan managed to leave its dark 
past behind herself in the wake of her 
economic and geopolitical resurgence, 
Ceylon, which later became Sri Lanka, 
was embroiled in a dark chapter of 
her own just a few decades after the 
speech at San Francisco which saw 
the stagnation of her socio-economic 
development. However, Japan did not 
forget how the Ceylonese valiantly 
defended the Japanese people. Even to 
this day Japan is the greatest source of 
foreign aid to Sri Lanka.

A memorial to J. R. Jayawardena stands 
at the Kamakura Temple, Kanagawa 
prefecture in Japan, where below JR’s 
likeness it reads: 

‘Hatred ceases not by hatred, but by 
love.’



4 The Gavelier

When one thinks about Gavel 
Club, a few things come to mind: 

public speaking, food, toastmasters and 
The Gavel Conference. My first ever 
University-level Gavel experience was 
Gavel Conference 2018 and it set a 
precedent in my head for the foremost 
experience that a Gavelier must have in 
their Gavel life. It was with that ideal, 
that I took my first steps into chairing 
Gavel Conference 2021 with my lovely 
co-chair, Aadhil Siddhique. 

Many months of planning ensued, with 
the added uncertainty of whether the 
conference would even actually happen, 
or simply be a forgotten dream. Over the 
course of about one year, we managed 
to dream up a whole new conference, 
while factoring in the obvious elephant 
virus in the room and making sure that 
we accommodated as many people 
as possible under the circumstances. 
Many, many Zoom calls, phone calls 
and WhatsApp groups later, we were 
able to host Gavel Conference 2021 
at Aknara Water Front, Panadura, on 
the 27th and 28th of March, as a two-
day endeavour. In total, we had about 
250 people walking in and out on both 
days. To get that many people to safely 
congregate under the glare of COVID-19 
was definitely a demanding task, and 
our organizing committee, along with 
the hotel staff took matters into their 
own hands and handled registrations 
so smoothly, that Aadhil and I barely 
needed to oversee the registration 
process. 

If you were at Gavel Con 2021, you 
would have seen how everyone there 
was glad to be out of the house. There 
was an air of freedom and joy that was 

bubbling up throughout the event. In 
quiet moments before a speaker came 
up on stage, or in the moments where 
people were deciding whether to join 
the lunch queue or not, one could feel 
a sense of relief in the air, mixed with 
reservation and giddiness (for me, at 
least) that made the months and months 
of hard work worth every bead of 
proverbial sweat. 

On the first day, as delegates piled in, 
we were slammed in the face by the 
realization that this event was actually 
happening. People were taking photos 
inside and outside the hall, nervous 
parents were milling outside, friends 
were chatting up a storm with the people 

they hadn’t met in over a year and the 
stage was set. First, we were entertained 
greatly by Shuhaib Ali and Anderson 
Kirubaharan, whose comedic timing 
and wit was exactly the fuel the crowd 
needed to kick start their Saturday. This 
was followed by TM Shuvo Hridayesh, 
who expertly guided the audience to 
get in touch with their inner selves, 
involving dancing, singing and a lot of 
inspiration in the segment. Thereafter, 
TM Sandun Fernando, a Gavel favourite 
since forever, spoke to the audience 
about speech making and different types 
of coffee (if you were there, you’d get 
it). Dr. Dheena Sadik, a fitness expert, 
took the stage right after that, to educate 
the audience on living life on your own 
terms, and Sandro Sathyajith, an up and 
coming television personality, addressed 
the gathering and dispensed a few 
golden nuggets of wisdom. 

After lunch was served, eaten and 
savoured by everyone, a modified game 

of “two truths and a lie” ensued, led 
by the games committee of the OC. 
People cheered at being able to guess 
which was the lie and which were the 
truths, and after an hour spent talking 
to people and trying to decipher their 
entire personality from a few routine 
questions, the crowd settled down for 
our keynote speaker. Mevan Peiris, who 
was featured on Forbes’ 30 under 30 
list in 2020 graced the occasion, made 
his session interactive and managed 
to get our audience involved with his 
session expertly. As he spoke about 
innovation and achievement, the levels 
of inspiration within the audience 
reached new heights, and it was with 
the newfound confidence that many of 
our delegates performed at Gavel’s Got 
Talent. 

They sang, they danced, they spoke, 
they played instruments, they did 
impressions, they had fun. What struck 
me the most was realizing that this 
country’s future is indeed bright – many 
talented youngsters commanded the 
stage like it was their own, and I was 
surprised to find out that for many of 
them, this stage was their first stage. 
To have been able to give someone the 
opportunity to take that first step is an 
honour and privilege that we will never 
forget. 

Day 02 was all about celebrating the 
public speaking excellence of Gavel 
Clubs in Sri Lanka, with the final 
rounds of the All Island Best Gavel 
Speaker Competition 2021 unfolding. 
We were treated to a fantastic keynote 
by Ms. Shanuki de Alwis, a pioneer and 
trailblazer in her own right, who spoke to 
our hearts and souls about the world and 
the harsh reality hiding behind the fancy 
words. Her session was nothing short of 
memorable, and it was with her fantastic 
preamble that we started off the finals 
of the All Island Best Gavel Speaker’s 
Competition 2021. 

With the brilliance of Gavel Clubs 
up on stage, we were all reminded 
of the important work that we do at 
Gavel Club. Without our membership, 

Taking Chances – The Gavel 
Conference 2021 Story

TM Sandun Fernando

TM Shuvo Hridayesh
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our speakers, evaluators, executive 
committee members, none of us would 
be here and none of us would be 
the speakers that we are today. I am 
personally grateful to our finalists for 
showing up and speaking their truth 
in front of a very influential audience, 
bringing grace and glory to their clubs. 

When the winners were announced, the 
crowd was ecstatic, to say the least! As 
everyone filed out of the hall, it was a 
bittersweet moment for me – glad that 
the event was completed successfully 
and sad that everything was over. As 
everyone trickled out of the hall, I was 
grabbed by my friends for photographs 
and the like, and as it became quieter 
and quieter, we were down to seven 
individuals sitting around inside the 
hall, waiting for our transport, talking 
about the last two days, laughing, 

remembering and reminiscing. I 
remember thinking that the conference 
ended for me the way it began – a few 
friends gathered around, talking about 
inconsequential things and drawing up 
plans for the future. 

If you were there, you’d know about 
the magic that Gavel Conference 2021 
conjured. If you weren’t there, make a 
plan to attend the next one before you 
leave your school/university. 

Giving you a conference for the ages 
amidst a global pandemic, with a year’s 
work under our belts was one of the 
most difficult yet rewarding things we 
have ever done. Every late night, and 
sketchy tuk-tuk ride was worth it when 
people walked up to me and said “thank 
you for this, it was great! I had fun!” We 
took a chance on our community and on 

ourselves, and it’s safe to say, it paid off.

There is something about this event 
that brings people together. I found 
some of my lifelong friends at Gavel Con 
2018 and added a few more to my list 
at Gavel Con 2021. If you allow it, it’ll 
undoubtedly be one of the best things 
you’ve ever experienced, and my heart 
and soul are full of gratitude for each and 
every individual who made the event a 
possibility. 

Here’s to taking chances.

Nishedha Indraratne
Former VP Education of the Gavel 
Club of the University of Colombo
Co-chairperson, 
Gavel Conference 2021

AIBGS Winners - Prepared Speech AIBGS Winners - Impromptu Speech

AIBGS Winners - Evaluations

Do we actually want you to annoy a large 
herbivore with deadly horns?

Not really.

Nag a ram, is a word or a phrase formed by 
rearranging the letters of another word or a phrase. 
Even the ancient Greeks used them to fool their friends.

 Can you figure out this Anagram?

SCHOOL MASTER

hint: The anagram keeps the solution under control.

Anagram

Answer to last month’s Anagram :
     UNABLE - NEBULA

‘The Gavelier’ Board of Editors:

Sasanka Yakandawala

Jayath de Silva

Yohara Ranasinghe

Dinithi Sri Jayasekara

Nadun Guruge

Senan Alwis

Anupa Somasiri

Minoli Rupasinghe

Upeksha ‘Mona’ Nilnuwani

Gimhani Jayathilake
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Although it might not look it, CCS 
is a place brimming with many 

talented individuals and in “tête à 
tête” we get to know those exceptional 
students.
This month we have one of the most 

talented and successful individuals 
at CCS. He is the ‘elder brother’ to 
many a junior, who never shys away 
from helping a person in need. He is of 
course The Great, Yasiru Vindula Alwis. 
Q. Welcome Yasiru to tete a tete, 

to start things off why don’t you 
introduce yourself to our readers
A.  My name is Yasiru Vindula Alwis. 

I had my primary and secondary 
education at Ananda College, 
Colombo. In 2016 I joined the College 
of Chemical Sciences to follow the 
Graduateship in Chemistry course and 
in 2017 I was selected to the Faculty of 
Science, University of Colombo where 
I am currently reading for my Bachelor 
of Science honours degree in Pharmacy. 
I completed my Graduateship in 2019 
and I am now serving as a Graduate 
Teaching Assistant at the College of 
Chemical Sciences. I am 25 years 
old.
Q. You mentioned that 

you followed two degree 
programmes concurrently, 
why did you decide to 
follow GIC along with 
the BSc?
A. Frankly speaking 

initially I didn’t want 
to pursue a career 
in the Chemistry 
arena. My first 
dream was to be 
a lawyer, but 
I didn’t have 
sufficient 
results in my 
ALs to enter the 
Faculty of Law. In the 
current education system 
in order to enter the law 
faculty you have to compete 
with students who did their ALs 
in the Arts stream, so my Z-score was 
not enough to get me there. For that 
reason I had to go with my second 

choice which was science. In science 
the field that I found most interesting 
was chemistry and although my greatest 
passion was for social sciences, I had a 
true passion for chemistry as well. So I 
decided to enter that field even before 
the degree at the UoC started. That is 
why I chose IChemC, which was a well-
known higher education institute.

Q. That is quite interesting Yasiru. 
At first glance one might take you 
to be someone who is purely into the 
natural sciences and not the social 
sciences. When did you realise your 
passion for chemistry and when and 
why did you make the transition 
from pursuing social sciences to 
natural sciences?
A. If I go back to my OLs where we 

had both the social and the natural 
sciences, I was good at subjects like 
history and Sinhalese Literature at 
the same time I was good at Science 
subjects as well. So I was good at both 
the sciences. When I had to make a 
decision regarding which stream I was 
going to take my ALs in, I initially 
planned to follow the arts stream 
taking Political Science, Logic and 
Sinhala as subjects. But unfortunately 
or fortunately I received 9A’s along 
with an island rank which was the best 
results of our school for OLs that year. 
After that I received a lot of pressure to 
follow science for ALs instead of arts, so 
I chose the Biology stream for my ALs. 

I wasn’t mature enough to select a 
stream that I actually liked to 

do.
Usually when someone 
takes their ALs from 
Biology their dream is to 
become a doctor but I 
didn’t like that profession 
at all. So I wanted to 
pursue some other field 

and my passion was 
for chemistry. 

Q. You won 
many awards 
at your CCS 
convocation 
including the 
prestigious 
Shireen 

Jayasuriya Gold 
Medal and the 

award for the best 
all-rounder, which is in 

addition to the many subject 
prizes you have won during 

the duration of the course. 
You did all that while reading 

for you BSc in Pharmacy at the 
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University of Colombo. What is your 
secret behind all this success?
A. Well there is no secret. I think that 

if you are involved in something that 
you like most, or in my case the second-
most, if you have a true desire for a 
certain subject you can be successful. 
At the same time you should be able 
to understand whether you can do 
everything that you are expected to do 
and what you can manage in a given 
amount of time. In addition to that if 
you have a good group of friends who 
can help you then being successful 
isn’t that hard of a thing to do. I should 
especially mention Nethma, who is 
my girlfriend, she supported me a 
lot whenever I missed lectures, she 
collected all the notes for me and taught 
me the parts that I missed. I had a nice 
group of friends as well both at CCS and 
at UoC who helped me a lot as well.

Q. So would the take-away point 
be hard work and the support of the 
people close to you?
A. Along with hard work you have to 

understand the area where you need to 
put in the hard work. As I see it there 
are three points to success; potential, 
desire and capacity. Potential is what 
you can do, what talents you have, you 
may be talented in just one are or you 
may be talented in a large number of 
areas, you have to first understand what 
your talents are. Then you have to have 
a desire about the area in which you are 
talented in. You might have a talent for 
singing but if you don’t want to become 
a singer it won’t work. Then you need 
to have the capacity to do what you 
like and what you are talented in in 
the given amount of time. So you have 
to understand yourself, your potential, 
desires and capacity.
Q. Speaking of chemistry, you are 

known to be an avid researcher 
and you’ve won many awards for 
research as well. What would you 
say is the best project that you had 

worked on and what plans do you 
have in the future?
A. Well I don’t have much experience 

as a researcher, I did one undergraduate 
research at CCS and I am doing one at 
the UoC. In addition to those I have 
been involved in certain mini-projects 
and some publications. My favourite 
project would be the one that I did at 
CCS, which was very successful, it was 
the first synthetic organic research done 
at CCS. I was interested in synthetic 
organic chemistry so I was able to 
request my supervisors; Dr. Dinusha 
and Dr. Medha, for a good synthetic 
organic research with parts related to 
pharmaceutical chemistry. They gave 
us a nice project and guided us really 
well. The research group, the anti-
urease and anti-tyrosinase research 
group, was also very good. With their 
support, the guidance of the supervisors 
and the strength of the project itself, 
we were able to successfully complete 
it and we were able to present it at 
the Frontiers in Chemical Technology 
Conference 2020. We are also planning 
on publishing the research in a peer 
reviewed journal. This research also 
allowed me to win many competitions 
and it was awarded the ‘best research 
project beneficial to the country’ award 
by IChemC , which is the only award 
awarded to an undergraduate subject 
level research. 
As for future plans I am planning on 

following a doctoral degree abroad. I 
plan to start a synthetic organic plus 
medicinal chemistry research there as 
well. 
Q. In your opinion, what do you 

think is the number one mistake 
young undergraduates make? 
A. Not understanding themselves. 
Q. Moving onto your extra-

curricular activities whilst at CCS, 
you are best known as the Vice 
President of the Students’ Council of 
CCS, how would you describe that 
experience?
A. The experience was a little harsh but 

I learnt a lot from it as well. Especially 
coming from the school environment, 
which is sort of like our nursery stage, 
where there is a created environment 
with the sub-culture of that particular 
school, to the broader society in the 
universities. That is where you will 
work with many different people 
with different ideologies, different 
ethnicities, different age groups etc. 
as a result we had to go through a lot 
of different attitudes, resistance to 
various activities and opinions that were 
completely different to each other, 
some of which we would never have 

imagined. That was a challenge for us. 
I contested for the position of vice-
president on a request by my friend who 
was elected as the president and I got 
elected. 
Q. I remember as the VP of the 

Students’ Council you spearheaded 
many initiatives to reform student 
affairs which led to the improvement 
of the overall ‘student experience’ at 
CCS. Why did you decide to invest 
yourself in such a difficult project?
A. Well the best answer for that 

question would be your testimony 
itself. I am happy to hear that there 
was an improvement in the student 
life. Students were facing certain issues 
due to certain scenarios, as an example, 
students faced problems due to 
frequent changes in the time table and 
there were issues with the procedure of 
selecting students to different practical 
groups. So if we are facing issues like 
that we have to speak up against it with 
a solution to the problem. If you are 
just blaming someone or something for 
some issue it won’t get you anywhere. 
But if you can put forward a solution 
to the issue and then implement it to 
change that system that is the best way 
to solve the issues that you are facing. 
As a member of the students’ council 
it is my duty to come up with solutions 
to the problems faced by the student 
community.
The main reason for the failure of 

student politics is that 90% of them are 
blamers. They see the problem but they 
don’t come up with a solution. We as 
the student council didn’t just blame 
others we came up with solutions and 
we implemented them.

Presenting his research

His passion - Research
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Q. Speaking of Thrishal Aturupane, 
the President during your time, how 
did you two become friends and how 
did that relationship work? 
A. I actually can’t remember how and 

when we became friends, but I do 
remember that by the time we had our 
first events at ICHEM; the Freshers’ 
night and sports day, we were already 
friends. His boarding place was also 
quite close by to my house and we 
travelled together when coming for 
lectures. I think that is how we became 
close. Having a good friend who has 
thinks and has the same rhythm as you 
is important when organizing student 
activities, otherwise there will be a 
constant tug-o-war between the student 
councillors. I think that, having people 
who had the same thinking, was one of 
the main reasons that made our council 
year such a great success. 
Q. What advice would you give to 

our readers regarding balancing 
extra-curricular activities and 
studies?
A. You may not be good at sports or 

you may not be good at other CSR type 
projects but you are good at something, 
you definitely have at least one talent 
that you can show. I don’t think it’s 
good for a student to only engage in 
studies. Yes, academics will give you a 
great theoretical knowledge and maybe 
some practical knowledge regarding 
the subject, but only by engaging in 
extra-curricular activities will you gain 
the social skills and the soft skills that 
you need to improve. My advice would 
be to engage in whatever that you are 
comfortable with, if you are not good at 
sports you don’t have to play rugby but 
there might be some other aspect that 
you can contribute to, like organizing 
a sports event. You have to understand 
what you can do and then do that. That 
way you can contribute to the student 
body and improve your skills at the 
same time.  
Q.  Describe yourself in three 

words.
A. Conservative. Introvert. Radical 
Q. You are known to live by very 

strict principles, what is it like to live 
with principles in an unprincipled 
world?
A. Well I do live with my own 

principles and I don’t break them for 
anyone or anything. But that doesn’t 
mean that I don’t listen to anyone else, 
when I am making a decision I try to 
listen to all parties involved and then 
make my decision. However, after a 
decision is made I stick to it, I won’t 
change it for anyone. I think that is 
one of the main problems in today’s 

world; that one’s principles are based 
on situations or individuals. Being 
principled in an unprincipled world is 
hard, it’s not ‘entropically’ favourable, 
there is some social resistance to it and 
it is very unpopular at times but I will 
never regret having strict principles. It 
will definitely cause some problems for 
you, but in the end you will have some 
satisfaction thinking that you stuck to 
your principles.
Q. What do you think about politics 

and the role of young people in 
politics?
A. I have heard from my family 

members and friends that politics is 
useless and talking about it will make 
more haters, which is true on one hand, 
but on the other as a country having 
universal suffrage if we think that voting 
or talking about politics is a useless 
thing, I think we are doing one of the 
biggest harms to humanity. Because as 

Aristotle said; “Humans are political 
animals.” So I don’t think it’s stupid 
to engage in politics, but due to the 
stupidity of some politicians someone 
might think it is stupid. Politics and 
politicians are two separate things. 
People who do not vote are the reason 
that bad politicians get re-elected. In 
many cases, if the people who did not 
vote had voted those bad politicians 
may have been defeated.
Q. I hear that you are a poet and 

that you used to write short stories 
that are of high literary value, can 
you tell us a bit about that?
A. Well as I mentioned before I was 

quite good at history and Sinhala 
literature, so I was involved in Sinhalese 
poetry especially ‘Nisadas’ and syllable 
based ‘Kavya’. I also used to write 
Sinhala short stories back in my school 
days and submit them for competitions. 
I usually write on society, life and 
politics when it comes to poetry. I had 
the opportunity to write the theme song 
for our college Big Match, it was a huge 

success. I also wrote my friend, Piyath 
Rajapaksha, who is a popular singer, his 
maiden song “Priyawee” which was a 
hit back in the day. I have also written 
some other songs for him as well, he is 
yet to release them.
Q. Who would you say is your 

favourite poet or author and what is 
your favourite work by him/her?
A. Poet – Mr. Rathnashri Wijeratne
Author – Mr. Lee Kuan Yew – Third 

world to first world, the Singapore story
Q. What other interests do you 

have?
A. Well I am interested in the social 

sciences; politics, history and linguistics. 
As for hobbies I am engaged in writing 
poetry and most people don’t know this 
about me; I love to bake.
Q. You have a habit of drawing 

flowers in other people’s books, care 
to explain?
A. During lectures when I get bored I 

keep a mark on my friend’s books to say 
“Yasiru was here.” If you are referring to 
the notes of a senior you’ll probably see 
those masterpieces. 
Now for the rapid fire round
Q. Who is your favourite speaker?
A. Adolf Hitler. 
Q. Interesting, why?
A. If you have listened to his speeches 

you’ll feel his determination and how 
strong and attractive those speeches 
are. If I had been alive during that time, 
I probably would have voted for him 
just based on his speeches. Today we 
call Hitler a murderer but the sad story 
of the modern educational system is 
that it enhances the winner of a war or 
a completion. If you consider the allies 
during WW2, they have killed as many 
people or more as Hitler, but no one 
talks about that. History should be a 
subject that does not pass judgement. 
History should be compiled as it is, it 
should be up to the individual to judge 
it the way he or she wants to.  
Q.  If you could go back in time 

when and where would you go?
4500 years back in Sri Lanka. I would 

like to study that particular era of Sri 
Lanka.
Q. Rural or Urban?
Urban.
Q. Career or Family?
A. Family.
Q. Describe your significant other in 

three words.
A. Stupid, Lovely and Kind.
Q. Nandamma or Leli in a quarrel?
A. I would take the right side.

Firebending
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Q. Kiss, Marry, Kill; Shashika 
Nisansala, Umariya Singhawansha, 
Stephanie Siriwardhana
A. Kiss Umariya, Marry Shashika, Kill 

Stephanie 
Q. Kiss, Marry, Kill; Dulshani 

Kandambi, Nethma Wethalawe, 
Janangi Liyanage
A. Kiss Janangi, Marry Nethma, Kill 

Dulshani 
Q. What is your ideal type of girl?
A. Short, fair and skinny.

Q. If you could have one 
superpower what would it be?
A. The power of a genie.
Q. What would you most likely do? 

Fart loudly in public and pretend it 
was someone else or get arrested for 
indecent exposure?
A. Fart loudly and pretend it was 

someone else.
Q. Describe the colour Yellow to a 

blind person
A. Colour of calmness.

Q. Where would you find in 10 
years time?
A. You will either find me in a 

medicinal chemistry research 
lab or in the ‘unpopular building 
surrounded by a lake.’
Thank you Yasiru for giving us a 

brief glimpse into your character.
 It was a pleasure.

Interviewed by Sasanka Yakandawala

“Never again,” I said to 
myself as I walked up the 

stairs on to the stage, avoiding 
eye contact with any of the 
members in the audience.
It was a day in grade 6, when 

I was caught chatting with my 
friends during class, and as a 
punishment my teacher made 
me give a speech on assembly. 
She said. “If you love talking so 
much, why don’t you do it in front 
of 400 people”. I had one week 
to give my first assembly speech, 
and hopefully not embarrass 
myself.
I formulated my speech, and 

began practicing it. I would say 
it while watching television, 
while writing notes and even 
while showering. I would say it 
first thing in the morning, just 
before sleeping and whenever 
I could in between. By a week, 
my dad, who still jumbles up my 
sister’s name and mine, knew 
all the words to my speech after 
hearing it for so many times. My 
parents were glad when the day 
came, I would finally shut up!
`I heard my name, along with 

my topic. I got off my chair and 
nervously climbed the stairs onto 
the stage. I tripped on the 2nd 
step and fell. I heard the laughter 

accompanying my fall. “Never 
again,” I thought to myself. But 
I got up and stood in front of the 
podium. Suddenly my mind went 
blank and I couldn’t remember a 
single word of the speech. I stared 
back at these people expecting 
me to speak valuable words of 
wisdom. 
Then I heard my friends cheer for 

me, and felt much better. I read 
the first line of my speech from 
the crumpled paper I brought 
along with me. Then, I pretended 
like I was talking to my friends, 
just like we usually do, and 
instantly the words came flowing. 
And the best part was that I felt 
happy, and I felt proud of myself 
for being able to confidently 
deliver my speech in front of 
all these people. I had never 
thought I would actually enjoy 
the process. At that moment, I 
realized my passion for speaking. 
“When next?,” I thought as I 
climbed down the stairs off the 
stage.
Likewise, we all have different 

sorts of passions. Some may 
be realized later in life, and 
there is nothing wrong with 
that. When it comes to public 
speaking, passion plays a major 
role. Speaking with passion, 

gives a whole new outlook to 
your speech. Being passionate, 
allows you to fully express your 
emotions, your opinions, your 
thoughts, and most importantly, 
gives you a medium to convey 
your final message on your 
speech. If you witness a speech 
contest finals, one thing you 
will never fail to notice is how 
passionate the speakers in front 
of you are. How much they 
believe in what they are saying, 
and how much they want you to 
believe in what they are saying. 
They have a strong opinion on 
what they say and deliver a 
consistent message at the end of 
the day, not a mixed one.
So I believe in speaking with 

passion. The energy one carries, 
along with the charismatic 
nature in which one delivers 
the speech, results in a beautiful 
performance. And also, it is 
important to be yourself while 
delivering a speech. Let your 
personality take the stage! Your 
audience came to watch YOU! 
Be the best and most passionate 
version of yourself and rock on! 
Turn your “never again” to a 
“when next”! Adios!
 -By Ayesha Hettige

“NEVER AGAIN” TO       
“WHEN NEXT”
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A new board of gaveliers have taken 
up the reins to lead the club. But 

who are they and what are they like? 

Vinuja Fernando, a friendly and 
relaxed personality talks to us about 
his interests and about what is going 
on in his life right now.

Q. Could you tell me a little bit 
about yourself?

A. My name is Vinuja Fernando. I 
am from Kelaniya and I attended St 
Joseph’s College Colombo since Grade 
One back in 2004. I would call myself 
very introverted. I don’t instantly talk 
with a lot of people but when I open up, 
I start being a little more talkative.

I am a big dreamer and I believe in 
working towards goals. Rather than 
being fixed to some finite area, I believe 
one should break out of the box and try 
to revolutionize something. I believe 
failures are the pillars of success and 
that failures aren’t problems. 

Q. What are your thoughts on 
Chemistry? Is it one of your 
interests and how would you like 
to progress further in the field of 
Chemistry?

A. I think Chemistry can be a bit 
boring but it’s a very deep contextual 
science but there are a lot of practical 
applications. In the future, I would like 
to use Chemistry to move into the field 
of material science and I would like to 
learn more about materials and maybe 
move onto the engineering side.

Q. Are there any particular 
innovations in material science you 
are interested in?

A. I feel like the invention of Kevlar 
and its malleability and properties 
are just amazing. Even carbon fiber; 
despite being very lightweight, it is very 
strong. However, I think the discovery 
of these things is just a part of it; you 
have to integrate them into practical 
applications such as making a faster car. 
Integrating such innovations practically 
is the most important thing.

Q. Have you done any sports?

A.I did swimming when I was very 

small and I have done badminton when 
I was a kid but ultimately, I had to give 
up swimming after a tonsil infection. 
I really loved playing badminton but 
eventually, with time I played lesser 
and lesser. I don’t really consider 
myself a sporty person. 

Q. If you consider that you are not 
a very sporty person where do your 
interests lie? 

A. Well I actually like to watch 
inspirational videos of people and I am 
very passionate about politics. I wish 
there was an ethical background in Sri 
Lanka where people like me can enter 
it but I don’t think that can happen. I 
am a big fan of politicians all around the 
world and I listen to their speeches and 
I try to put myself in their shoes and 
picture myself in their place.

Q. Which world leader or politician 
do you admire?

A. Well, I have to say, Donald Trump. 
I know there is a lot of heat going on 
right now but I think he is a fighter. He 
knows how to fight and is a genuine 
person. A lot of former US presidents 
speak about unity and togetherness but 
bomb all the countries, destroy people 
and they develop some sort of a cold 
war-like mentality. I am not saying that 
it’s not there in the current president 
but he thinks in a much more open way 
and we can all know what he is thinking 
about. I also admire Margret Thatcher, 
the Iron Lady. She broke a lot of 
barriers during her term. So far that’s it.

Q. So what do you feel about the 
current political situation in the 
country or in the world? 

A. I think this is the time we need 

leadership more strongly than ever 
before. We need a leader who is able 
to stand up for the people, especially 
during the pandemic. There are 
thousands of people without jobs who 
are devastated by the pandemic and 
leaders have to take the country ahead 
despite such challenges. Leaders 
should manage their countries; they 
should be strong and most importantly 
I think when they make a mistake, we 
should know that they are human and 
if they are ready to apologize or ready 
to change. I think a true leader accepts 
their faults. They have to be bold and 
make the right decision.

Q. I‘ve heard that you have 
travelled a lot. What is that like?

A. Well I have been to quite a lot of 
countries and it’s in my name as well. 
My name is Vinuja Gavin Fernando 
and Vinuja Gavin in Sanskrit means 
like a person who discovers new lands 
and new places. I feel like that I was 
born to travel and so I love travelling 
to new places or other countries and 
exploring new things. I have been 
fortunate enough to go to do new things 
like ice skating and experience new and 
thrilling experiences and I guess that is 
part of my relaxing mechanism.

Q. What countries have you been 
to?

A. I’ve been to Canada, India, 
Malaysia, Switzerland, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Luxembourg, Italy, 
Vatican City, Netherlands and Oman.

Q. What were your favorite 
countries/experiences?

A. Switzerland is one. The amazing 
views of the Alps, the cold, cold breeze 
of the environment, being able to 
witness snow and to play with it and 
feel that sensation as a person living 
in a tropical country is just amazing. 
Sunway Lagoon in Malaysia was very 
memorable as well. The Vatican was 
very special as you can find a lot of 
Cathedrals there. On a Wednesday 
at the Vatican, you have the ability to 
see the Pope during his visit around 
the Vatican Square and wave at him. 
Another special memory is being able to 
witness the beauty of the architecture 
of Rome and the Michelangelo 
paintings in the St Peter’s Basilica.

Q. I was told you are a foodie. 
What’s your favorite?

A.I wouldn’t call myself a foodie but 
I am obsessed with sweet pastries like 
eclairs and doughnuts. I like to try new 
foods and experience their taste. When 
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I go to a place like a hotel prefer to try 
something like sushi or something new 
over food that I could eat at home so 
that I can say that I tried this. Actually, 
I didn’t like the taste of sushi but I 
do enjoy trying out new and different 
kinds of food. 

One of the most bizarre foods I’ve 
eaten has to be when my cousin took 
me to Chinatown once in Malaysia 
and asked me to try what he said was 
chicken wings. It tasted fine and we 
had a good meal but afterwards, he 
told me that I had just eaten frog meat. 
Right at that moment I felt so mad but 
later on, I felt ‘Wow, I had eaten frog 
legs’ and it didn’t taste awful nor did it 
feel weird or anything like that.

I think the best most satisfying food is 
ice cream. If you try Italian ice cream 
you can’t get that taste anywhere else.

Q. What’s your favorite make of 
car?

A. I’d say Porsche.

Q. What was the most difficult 
period/ experience you encountered 
and how did you get through that?

A. I think one of the hardest and most 
depressing time periods of my life was 
when I was doing ALs. I think during 
my ALs I learnt a lot about how and 
when to work. Before ALs I was a big-
time procrastinator. A lot of people give 
advice like ‘Work from the beginning’, 
‘Start studying from Day 01’ and all. 
I did that and I felt so exhausted at 
the end and I think it taught me a 
big lesson about who I am. I am a 
procrastinator and I can’t help being 
who I am so I am not going to change 
the way I do things. I let it go naturally 
in the hope I end up somewhere and 
with that kind of mentality, I came 
to IChem and honestly, I felt quite 
liberated and I am the stressful person I 
was back then.

Q. So I was told that religion plays 
an important part in your life. How 
does religion help you in your life?

A. I think my family has always 
been a very strong inspiration for my 
religiosity. A lot of people have these 
arguments where a scientist cannot 
believe in religion. I think there are a 
lot of dark holes in religion as well but 
you shouldn’t go to an extreme where 
you only rely on science and logic 
because sometimes logic won’t work 
and whatever you seem to know won’t 
work. I think in our day to day lives 
there is some sort of a spirit guiding 
us and we should pay attention to it. 

My mother is a Buddhist and I am also 
interested in Buddhist beliefs such as 
past lives, and how it can you help you 
in this life.

It might seem a little spooky but 
I have to say that religion plays an 
important role in a person’s life. If 
you take a US dollar it says on the top 
‘In God we trust’. Why would such 
a powerful country with everything 
still trust in God? It shows why they 
are powerful and that is something I 
strongly believe in.

Q. What do you think is your 
biggest fear?

A. My biggest fear is not being able 
to be myself one day and regretting 
that I wanted to be like this person or 
that when what I really want is to be 
my own thing. It may be successful or 
it could end in failure but I think if I 
couldn’t be myself that would really 
hurt me more.

Q. What do you think is your 
biggest flaw?

A. That I give up easily. I feel like I 
am a ‘Do this or don’t do it at all’ kind 
of person. Much like the slogan of 
Mercedes Benz where they say the best 
or the nothing. I have learnt that it’s 
wrong. I learnt that we have to fight and 
keep fighting for what we want.

Q. We got a few rapid-fire questions 
for you so try to answer them as 
quickly as you can.

Tea or Coffee? – Coffee

Urban or suburban – Urban

Long hair or short hair – Short hair 

Facebook or Twitter – Neither

IOS or Android – Definitely Android

Pizza or a Hamburger – Pizza

Would rather be at an amusement 
park or a museum? – Amusement 
park

Winter or Summer  – As a person 
living in a tropical country, definitely 
winter.

Q. If you could only see one color 
what color would it be?

AA. Maybe red.

Q. If you had to lose one of your 
senses which sense would you 
prefer to lose and why?

A. Probably sight because you know 
when you lose sight you develop your 
other skills. You may have heard how 
blind people can feel a lot and sense a 

lot more than a general person could. 
I could sense a little more than what I 
can feel right now. 

Q. What are you most passionate 
about? What do you feel is your 
biggest interest in life?

A. In a broader sense I would like to 
promote peace. We see a lot of war and 
destruction. Our neighboring country 
spends billions of dollars on nuclear 
weapons and missiles while there are 
people in the same country that suffer 
from malnutrition and they don’t have 
proper sanitary facilities and drinking 
water. If I ever become an influential 
person one day, I would influence 
people to help others like how the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation works 
in the world. They are billionaires 
and they give back what is needed to 
communities in Africa and India. I will 
fight for the rights of the people rather 
than thinking about global power and 
nuclear weapons and those kinds of 
useless decisions. It will ultimately end 
up devastating human existence. The 
focus must be on enhancing human life, 
not destroying it.

Q. Have you ever been in a 
situation where initially everything 
was challenging but you eventually 
managed to work things out?

A. I think all my life is that. Initially, 
it’s not easy. It’s not like walking in a 
bed of roses. You have to work for it. 
You have to give your time and effort 
and then only will you see things going 
well. It’s a sequence and always when 
you give one thing you get another. 
Life isn’t easy so work from the 
beginning, work for the best and when 
you look back at your life you can see 
that it wasn’t that bad you know?

Well, that brings us to the end of 
this interview. Thank you for being 
with us Vinuja! 

Thank you for having me!

And so that concludes our interview 
with Vinuja. A travel addict, foodie 
and person who wishes the best for 
humanity!

Interviewed by Jayath De Silva
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Love is bliss, love is like paradise,

Though one might miss, what one must 
sacrifice.

Many a man and woman, has experienced it 
well,

Yet to this day, no Earthly being can really 
tell. 

For love is a mystery, that nobody 
understands

Yet in future, present or history, lovers walk 
hand in hand.

Their hearts it shall lift, so long as they live,

For love is a gift, that it’s receiver must 
give. 

These are words that come to my mind when 

I am asked, “What is love?” And in these 

words lies a very simple instruction, to share 

the love that which you receive. This was no 

further from what was done on the 21st of 

March this year, at our very own Gavel Club 

of CCS. 

After what felt like an eternity of 

examinations at college, I was relieved to 

hear that we were to meet for Gavel on that 

day. I was once more on stable ground, 

dealing with what I knew to handle. It 

felt good! But when my ears received the 

apparent news that the meeting was themed 

LOVE, my ears told me to expect to be out 

of place. Having no ‘experience’ regarding 

these matters whatsoever, I was about to 

plunge into depths unexplored and come out 

the other end like a fish out of his familiar 

waters. 

I have never been more wrong in my life. 

In brief, the meeting was the most relatable, 

yet equally amazing one to date. 

It being held online barely mattered, for 

surely the first emotion we all felt when it 

started was love, just by seeing all other 

fellow gaveliers after a very long and 

stressful time, even if it was on a terribly 

low resolution screen for me, at least. The 

meeting started off with its usual round robin 

speaking sessions where we heard a few of 

new voices speak up for the first time in 

Gavel. 

The session turned out to be somewhat 

philosophical, with each gavelier talking 

about their perspective on the topic, from 

how special it makes them feel, to how 

terrifying its repercussions can be. 

The table topics session came next, as it 

always does. I was supposed to evaluate those 

on the speakers’ list, however I must admit, 

I did get carried away a couple of times 

just listening to the wonderfully articulated 

stories and experiences that our gaveliers 

presented that day.

From Yohara’s experiences of love, to 

Jayath’s dating profile, to Hansika’s 

childhood WhatsApp shenanigans, all the 

way to Sasanka’s realistic measure of love’s 

worth, the topics, the ideas, the sheer 

amount of spoken content took me off my 

feet and blew me all the way to Oz. 

There could’ve been no better time for a 

revelation in this thick head of mine, of 

how largely complex a topic love really is. 

However I still had to make an evaluation, 

and that I did, somehow, hard as it was to 

judge the words spoken from a speaker’s 

heart. 

A very important lesson was learnt that day, 

and that is to not dissect love, to not logically 

break it down, but rather illogically feel 

it, and to let it happen, so that one would 

experience it for what it really is. 

It may be a mixture of chemicals in our 

blood or for all we know, it may be a love 

potion from Harry Potter, but the feeling of 

being in love is very real and those that try to 

successfully explain it are so very close, yet 

so far all the time.

We do not understand it because we aren’t 

meant to understand it. Scientifically, the 

brain is what creates emotions such as love. 

How can we understand it when the ability to 

understand is bestowed upon us by that same 

brain? 

But you and I do not need to understand it 

because the evidence exists, and this meeting 

was part of the collective evidence for the 

existence of love, and it clearly showed that 

day. 

Trying to articulate the feelings I’ve felt in 

this little essay of mine has been one of the 

most challenging tasks I’ve been assigned 

to do, yet in a few words I’d say it was 

therapeutic, enlightening yet calming, like 

opening a door out into the very real world 

outside, but then realising you’ve been living 

with it all along. 

Such is love, my dear readers. It is a 

mystery but it is forever with us, and all 

around us. If you’re not sure, why don’t you 

ask me? Perhaps I’ll tell you another lovely 

poem!

- By Senan Alwis

gavelccs@gmail.com
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Moore’s Law
In 1965, Gordon Moore predicted that 

the transistor count in a computer 
chip would double annually, at least for 
the next decade. Who is Gordon Moore? 
He is the co-founder of a little-known 
company called Intel. He made this 
prediction based on historical data, 
and revised his prediction in 1975 due 
to slowing progress, stating that the 
number of transistors in a computer chip 
would double every two years. Little 
did he know that his prediction would 
become a norm that would lead the 
progress in the industry for decades to 
come, and would be revered (as well as 
debated) as an exact law.

Why does this transistor count matter? 

Well, it’s the primary factor that decides 
the performance of a computer chip 
(though it is not the only factor).  The 
device that you’re probably reading this 
article on, includes a chip that has seen 
many improvements over the decades, 
and is a testament to Moore’s law. What 
started as massive devices that took up 
entire rooms just to crunch numbers, are 
now capable of doing significantly more 
while fitting into our pockets.

Transistor count depends on the 
transistor density, which is the number 
of transistors that would fit in a unit 
area (usually measured in transistors 
per square millimeter), or the die size, 
which is basically the size of the chip. 
Use a bigger die and the number of 
transistors increases. Simple, right? 
Except, the problem that arises with this 
is the fact that more power is needed to 
power these chips and with that comes 
excess heat. Complex cooling solutions 
would be needed to dissipate the heat 
generated from these would-be huge 

dies. Thus, the most viable solution was 
to increase transistor density.

This issue was tackled by shrinking the 
size of the individual transistor. The first 
transistor could fit in one’s palm, and 
measured in at a couple of centimeters. 
Modern transistors take up only a couple 
of nanometers, which means that they 

have shrunk by a factor of 107. This 
reduction in transistor size is the reason 
that Moore’s law is still alive today, 
although there are many who argue 
that it is a dying trend. The reason for 
this argument is the hardships faced by 
increasingly smaller transistor sizes. 

Before they end up on our tables and 
in our pockets, computer chips begin 
their life as thin wafers of silicon. These 
wafers then go through a complicated 
list of steps such as photolithography, 
Ion implantation, etching, chemical 
vapor deposition and IC encapsulation. 
Companies like Samsung, TSMC 
and SK Hynix are well-known in the 
industry, and at the time of writing, 
the latest manufacturing process is 5 
nm. The size of a silicon atom is about 
0.2 nanometers, which means that the 
current transistors are only 25 atoms 
thick. The main problem with these 
complicated processes is the yield. As a 
famous example in the industry is that 
Intel has been stuck in a 14 nm process 
due to poor yields in more advanced 
processes, while it’s competition AMD, 
has already moved to the 7 nm process.

However desperate the situation seems 
to be for the validity of Moore’s Law, 
some advancement or innovation comes 
along to prove its case. While we may 
reach a point where it’s commercially 
unviable to produce smaller transistors, 
tech companies will keep introducing 
new ways to keep Moore’s law alive. 
How will that translate to the average 
consumer? No matter the speed of the 
device you buy now, it will be obsolete 
in two years.

  -By Anupa Somasiri

(From left to right) Andrew Grove, 
Robert Noyce, and Gordon Moore, 1978.
Photo Credits: The Intel Free Press

A fabrication plant worker holding up 
a silicon wafer
Photo credits: Axetris

Which future technology will carry 
forward the legacy of Moore’s Law?
Image credits: ExtremeTech

Branching Out is a segment where one 
of our editors dive headfirst into topics 
that they have no clue about, resulting 
in a fresh, if not entertaining insight to 
the topic. Everything from Art, History 
and Technology to Aliens, Conspiracies, 
and our ruthless AI Overlords will have 
their turn!
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Measured not a speech’s value, 
by the population that has 

heard, for a million phrases are far 
outshined by one heartfelt word. 
Speech, believe it or not, is the 

act of speaking. It is rather simple, 
and it is something everybody does 
everyday. However, as there is a clear 
distinction between a chorist with 
decades of experience and myself 
singing in the shower, so is there 
a stark difference between those 
who speak casually, and those who 
speak to be heard. It’s remarkable 
how something as mundane as 
speaking is its own form of art, 
because it is, in essence, a means 
of expression just like painting or 
composing a piece of music and 
with this new segment I’ve been 
allowed to fill on The Gavelier, I will 
share my experiences, knowledge 
and methods of expressing oneself 
successfully with regards to our topic 
at hand. 

The shabbiest hut and the castle of 
a royal, stands strong and true when 
foundations remains loyal.
But weaken the base and like fire to 

ice, crumbles to equal piles of rubble, 
before you blink twice. 
A speech’s opening is its base. 

Much like the Earth is our ground 
to stand on, the opening is the 
root from which your speech will 
blossom. It is common knowledge 
that a speech’s opening must grab 
the attention of the audience and 
build up investment in the speech. 
This is, in most cases, is achieved 
by a remarkably witty joke, a casual 
yet relatable story or an extremely 
dramatic exclamation. 

However, a far more important role 
of the opening is setting the tone 
for the rest of the speech and this 
is where picking a good opening 
becomes tricky. The ideal opening 
is one that “brings something new to 
the table”, has the audience on their 
feet, yet conveys a very clear point 
about what you plan to do with the 
next few minutes on stage. 

There are, as with all things, 

exceptions to this. One speech I 
hypothetically thought of while 
writing this, involves gaining 
investment by mystery, and making 
the audience guess what comes 
next, in which case the speaker 
conveys that the speech would be 
full of such mystery. However, this 
method of speaking is not advisable 
for beginner speakers or gaveliers, 
since it is remarkably easy to lose 
the interest of a fair portion of the 
audience. Though it is a rather 
complicated method, it is one that 
could yield wonderful results, 
especially if your speech is very 
interesting to listen to, is very well 
articulated, and the audience is a 
good crowd. 

Add some humour, roleplay to 
capture attention, sing, compose 
a poem, gesture wildly, build on a 
theme, do them all at once...there are 

almost an infinite number of ways 
to open, but it is important to know 
that there is no perfect opening, but 
only YOUR opening, the opening 
that defines YOUR speech and gives 
it character. It is wise to perceive the 
opening as a “persuasive push” for a 
climber to daringly scale a mountain 
they’ve been hesitating to.

Reading some books are like 
climbing a hill, while others require 
a set of mountaineering gear. 
The climber, however can only wish
That the apex brings joy, and they 

shed a happy tear.
After the opening, begins the climb 

up that tall mountain. This mountain 
is your speech’s body. It is natural for 
a mountain to have its slips, twists, 
crags and crevasses, and like so, it is 
natural for a speech to flow this way. 
No speech will be a smooth incline 

upwards, no speech should be this 
way. It is those twists and turns that 
give the speech its meaning, makes 
it unique, and makes it stand out 
from every other speech. 

To a listener, listening to a speech 
is like going on an adventure. It 
should be smooth, but it mustn’t be 
boring and flat. It should be exciting, 
but it mustn’t be far too hopelessly 
dangerous. It should be fun for the 
listener, and it must make them 
feel special. These emotions can be 
achieved by a multitude of speech 
devices. 

The use of rhetorical questions is 
one such device, which enables you 
to create a bridge with your audience 
and ask them a question directly. It 
establishes a connection which is 
vital to making a speech memorable. 

Another important device of speech 
is vocal variation, or in other words, 
varying your voice appropriately. 
Are you narrating a scary event? 
Why not mute your voice down to 
almost a whisper? Did something 
surprising happen in your story? Why 
not express that with a loud “BAM?” 
Did something make you happy? 
Why not smile and sweeten your 
voice a little? Is your mother angry at 
you in your story? Why not roleplay 
that by sounding grumpy? These are 
a handful of the endless possibilities 
of vocal variation. And along with 
this comes facial expression. 

When you are presenting yourself 
on stage and speaking, most of the 
audience will be looking at your face. 
Your face and what you do with it 
is one of the highest contributing 
factors to your speech’s character. 
Visibly seeing your facial expressions 
along with hearing what you say 
is scientifically a stimulus for the 
listener’s brain to perceive your 
speech the way you intend the 
audience to perceive it. 

A healthy exercise to building 
up a good speech body is to put 
yourself in the listener’s shoes and 
hear yourself speak. Ask yourself, if 
someone else spoke it, would you 
like it? Do you think that what is 
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being said is interesting? Will you be 
emotionally invested in the speech, 
or will you be scrolling through your 
social media at that time instead?

A very important point in the speech 
body is the climax, the greatest 
moment in your speech, where you 
have the maximum attention of 
your audience. This is the peak of 
your mountain, the moment when 
the knightly listeners defeat the 
dragon to save the princess on their 
adventure. It is vitally important to 
make the audience feel good at this 
moment, because the climax will 
always be the part of your speech 
which will most clearly convey your 
message, and express the most 
emotion towards your audience, 
and equally make your audience 
feel it all together with you. It is a 
moment of resonance and harmony, 
and to achieve this you must have 
the investment of your audience at 
the climax. The listener must feel 
like they are listening to something 
of importance to them and your 
content must be relatable to them, 
and this effect is achieved by all that 
is mentioned above; a great opening, 
and various techniques in the body. 

Dearest little bird, carefully heed 
wisdom’s word.
You’re hurt, you’re wounded, no 

longer can you fly.
Fallen are you from your heavenly 

abode,
And broken are your wings, it must 

be told.
But fear not, the unfortunate has 

already occurred
Heal you I shall, so you may soon 

soar to your sky. 
A story does not always end 

nicely. There is no such thing as a 
“happily ever after.” But the most 
important thing is the journey and 
the memories made in it, and like 
so, the most important takeaway 
from a speech, for both yourself 
and the audience, are the memories 
you’ve made with the audience in 
your few minutes, and logically, 

the most memorable part of your 
speech would be very last words 
spoken, for it is the more recent than 
the opening or the body. However, 
what’s far more significant about 
the ending is what you leave the 
audience with. You pass on the ball 
to the audience with something 
written on it, and what’s written on it 
is what makes all the difference. 

Your journey down that mountain 
might be a pleasant walk, a slow 
descent or a sudden drop off, like 
a cliff. In other words, you might 
choose to work off on the excitement 
in the climax and conclude, keep 
going for longer even after the 
climax, or twist the entire speech 
around and catch the audience by 
surprise. 

These are three distinctly different 
methods to crafting an ending. 
However without a doubt, it can 
be said that the second option, the 
slower descent is not the way to go, 
and would result in a flat ending with 
little to take away from your speech. 
The first and the last methods, in 
contrast to the second, aren’t always 
bad, but also aren’t always good, and 
must be used cleverly depending 
on the content and purpose of your 
speech. 

The “pleasant walk down the 
mountain” is an ideal method 
if you want to be inspirational, 
persuasive or if the general tone 
of your speech is light hearted and 
humorous. It leaves the audience 
happy and satisfied, akin to being 
full on a delicious meal, and inspired 
to do something about it and work 
for more of that delicious meal. 
However a downside to this method 
is that it might not be interesting to a 
portion of your audience, and might 
even be considered “cheesy.” 

In most cases, such audiences are 
looking for something else, they 
are looking for an adventure right 
upto the ending, and this is where 
the third option of “dropping 
them off a cliff” comes in. This is 
rather difficult to get right the first 

time, as it involves twisting it up, 
and not giving the audience what 
they expect, thereby hurting the 
audience. 

When it comes to speaking, 
however, hurting isn’t a bad thing as 
long as you heal, or give hope that 
the wounds will heal. It should be 
handled very similarly to tending 
that wounded little bird that broke 
its wing. Giving the audience hope, 
making them feel good about the 
twist and then speaking out your 
message to them creates a sense 
of awe, broadcasting your message 
more powerfully than ever. This 
method makes your ending the 
most memorable, and gives the 
audience the most to take away from 
it. However as mentioned before, it 
is difficult to pull off and if it goes 
wrong, it does so horribly. And in 
addition to that, it must work with 
the overall tone and topic of your 
speech.

A general model for a good speech 
is as above, however not every good 
speech follows the above. 

In fact, some of the greatest 
speeches are remarkably different 
from what I’ve mentioned up there. 
But what’s objectively common in 
all great speeches is that the speaker 
knows who they’re talking to, and 
what they must say to convey their 
message. Learning to be an effective 
speaker like so requires wits and 
cleverness which you will only 
develop with experience. 

Difficult to master, the art of 
speech, but certainly possible 
should’st my word thou beseech.
Hence keep speaking with passion, 

for success isn’t far, for a master 
thou shalt become and bask in glory, 
my little star. 
Keep speaking, dear reader. Your 

voice must be heard. Make a 
difference with it. 

  - By Senan Alwis
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ACROSS

1 - A former French colony and then a Cold War battlefield

5 - Kings Pyrrhus won the war, but at what cost?

9 - A tiny German family car

10 - German unifier and first chancellor

11 - Suicidal air attack

12 - Cameras made creating these easier

13 - Eureka!

15 - Alt name for ISIS

17 - Arrhenius got his Nobel prize due to these

18 - The Silk road skirted this East Asian desert

20 - Indispensable weapon of war

21 - Giant stone heads on an Island

23 - Was King for less than a year, chose marriage over the 

crown.

25 - Long overland bridge standing on a series of arches

27 - Jesse Owens was this

28 - Feeling of disgust or embarrassment

29 - 2004 disaster

30- A Death railway in this country inspired a book and a 

famous movie

DOWN

2 - Island colonized by the Vikings and given an ironic 

name

3 - This Rwandan ethnicity faced a genocide

4 - Created an empire from Macedonia to India

6 - A dinosaur from the Mario universe

7 - The economic policies of Ronald Reagan

8 - The landing city of UN forces during the Korean War

10 - Canadian teen pop star fever

14 - Revolutionary film making technique using draw-

ings and later computers

16 - How society and institutions are structured

19 - Solved the riddle of the Sphinx and married his 

mother

22 -  Part of the Lesser Antilles and Barbuda’s neighbor

24 - Its missing an O. Similar to how the 2000s Inter-

net bubble burst.

26 - The North during the US Civil war

Improve your vocabulary and learn something new 
with “The Gavelier” Crossword. 
This time you will be going on a word hunt across 
the realms of time and history, finding (or guessing!) 
words to fill in the blanks. But be wary...some words 
are not what they seem and some clues might not be 
as straightforward as they seem.
Good hunting!
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Semester Exams
Sterochem and Biochem

Diastereomers and Enantiomers
Circuits plugs and diodes

Here and there everywhere 
No inkling no anything there
Everything here and there

Will come to the exams there
Now we are reviewing here
To face that sheet in there

These the days we cannot bear
Taking off kuppi here and there

Ruchini Ruwanadee
Level 2

A Soldier
Bomb blast in terror

Bullet rain arrives in storm
Standing on warzone

Sorrowful life is shown
Ghastly firearms
Gigantic cannons

Blend with anger and fear
Dawn a hideous year
Burning in fight fires

End up with ashes
Smoke and fire fill in the air

Bloody dead bodies here and there
The shadow of darkness

Roaming around me
No prayers to soul gleam
No glint of candles beam

The place of death
Try hard to keep hope

I find my strength in pan
No matter no passing blame

No homestead
No family shelter

Worryingly miss my loved ones
To me horrendous chapter comes

The glee of unity
The breath of life

Desire to struggle for freedom
Bounce in my heart random

I may die
But nation may rise

Eternal liberty lives on
Endlessly as a warrior won

Amanda Karunaratne
Level 2

Upeksha Nilnuwani
Level 2
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Would you like your creative 
work to appear in our 
newsletter?

Send in your submissions to
yohara.ranasinghe@gmail.com

Then, she began to 
type...

She was warm. Her body was 
cocooned in fluffy sheets, and 

the curtains were drawn against 
the chill of the night. Above her, 
glittering like a thousand diamonds 
were the tiny glow-in-the-dark stars 
she put up years ago. She swept 
her eyes wistfully over the shad-
ows of her room. She’d been there 
for years, endured many a tearful 
night completely alone. Her fingers 
curled in the frayed fabric of her 
pillowcase. If one were to look very, 
very closely they would see the tiny 
holes she whispered her secrets to 
when she couldn’t fall asleep. These 
four walls have protected her for 
years- against the sharp, bitter 
words thrown at her by her father, 
and the chilling tinkle of broken glass 
that sometimes resulted from her 
parents fighting. She shook her head 
slightly to stop the memory from 
playing out. She rolled her head 
slowly and felt the tension that has 
been there for years on end- it was 
now here to stay.
She sighed. Then, she spotted her 
bookshelf and smiled. She had many 
friends within the yellowed pages 
she had managed to collect over the 
years. She had been a princess, a fa-
erie, a defecting witch. She’d fought 
alongside pirates, and wept for the 
death of her favourite heroine. She’d 

been brave. She’d fallen in love a 
thousand times. 
When she was no longer able to 
afford any more books she could 
hold, she resorted to the electronic 
versions that filled her hard drive. 
They were all categorized neatly, in 
separate folders for each author, 
in a folder right next to her own 
stories. 
She didn’t think her writing was that 
good, but she wrote anyway. She 
wrote because she felt the words 
flow from her mind and out her fin-
gertips- she wrote because it made 
her feel happy; a little less lonely. 
She closed her eyes for a bit and 
enjoyed the quiet darkness that wel-
comed her. She felt safe. She could 
feel the familiar, gentle nag at the 
back of her mind, so she opened up 
her laptop. Her fingers automatically 
clicked New: word document. 
Then, she began to type:
 She was warm. Her body 
was cocooned in fluffy sheets, and 
the curtains were drawn against the 
chill of the night.

Yohara Ranasinghe
Level 3

Upeksha Nilnuwani
Level 2



20 The Gavelier

Minoli Rupasingha 
Level 2

by Anupa Ransika
Level 2


