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But the broad light glares and beats,
And the shadow flits and fleets

And will not let me be;
And I loathe the squares and streets,

And the faces that one meets,
Hearts with no love for me:

Always I long to creep,
Into some still cavern deep,

There to weep, and weep, and weep
My whole soul out to thee.

From ‘Maud’
By

Alfred Tennyson, 1st Baron Tennyson
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It was the 23rd of March 1775, 
revolution was in the air across the 

American colonies. A few months prior, 
delegates from the American Colonies 
had convened the first Continental 
Congress and sent King George III 
of Britain a petition for redress of 
grievances. They hoped for a peaceful 
reconciliation between the colonies and 
Britain. Meanwhile, tensions were still 
running high between the Colonials 
and their British masters, mass boycott 
of British goods was underway and 
Boston Harbour was still being stifled 
by a British blockade as punishment for 
the Boston Tea Party in 1773. 

It was against this backdrop that the 
second Virginia Convention convened 
in St. John’s Church in Richmond. 
Among the 120 or so delegates in 
attendance were many prominent 
would-be leaders of the American war 
of Independence, including George 
Washington and Thomas Jefferson. 
Also present was Patrick Henry, a well-
respected lawyer who had a reputation 
as a powerful and persuasive speaker.

Patrick Henry had already proved 
himself to be an early voice of dissent 
against British Crown and its colonial 
policies. During the debate over the 
Stamp Act of 1765, his comments, 
which were met with cries of treason, 
were printed and distributed to the 
other colonies, which managed to stoke 
the growing discontent with British 
rule. In 1774, during the Continental 
Congress in 
Philadelphia, he 
trumpeted for all 
colonials to unite and 
oppose British rule: 
“The distinction 
between Virginians, 
Pennsylvanians, 
New Yorkers and 
New Englanders are 
no more. I am not 
a Virginian, but an 
American.” 
The convention was 

debating a resolution 
put forward by 
Henry, proposing 
that the counties of 
Virginia raise their 
militias and subject 
the colony into a 
“posture of defence”. 

After several delegates had spoken on 
the proposed resolution, the convention 
was still undecided on the issue. 
Patrick Henry took the floor, a Baptist 
minister who was watching the events 
unfold, described him as having “an 
unearthly fire burning in his 
eye”. Henry spoke without any notes.

“Mr. President, it is natural to man to 
indulge in the illusions of hope. We are 
apt to shut our eyes against a painful 
truth, and listen to the song of that 
siren, till she transforms us into beasts. 
Is this the part of wise men, engaged in 
a great and arduous struggle for liberty? 
Are we disposed to be of the number 
of those who, having eyes, see not, 
and having ears, hear not, the things 
which so nearly concern their temporal 
salvation?” he asked.

“I have but one lamp by 
which my feet are guided,”

Henry continued, “and that 
is the lamp of experience. 
I know of no way of 
judging of the future but by 
the past...And judging by the past, 
I wish to know what there has been 
in the conduct of the British ministry 
for the last ten years, to justify those 
hopes with which gentlemen have been 
pleased to solace themselves, and the 
House?”

Turning his attention to the British 
troops mobilizing across the American 
colonies, his warning was clear. “Is it 
that insidious smile with which our 
petition has been lately received? 
Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare 
to your feet……Ask yourselves 
how this gracious reception of our 
petition comports with these warlike 
preparations which cover our waters 
and darken our land. Are fleets and 
armies necessary to a work of love 
and reconciliation?” He completed 
his ominous prophecy with, “Can 
gentlemen assign any other possible 
motives for it? Has Great Britain any 
enemy, in this quarter of the world, to 
call for all this accumulation of navies 
and armies? No, sir, she has none. They 
are meant for us; they can be meant for 
no other”.

When he continued, Henry’s 
tone began to darken with anger.  

“Excitement began to play 
more and 
more upon 
his features,” 
the minister 
later stated. 
“The tendons 
of his neck 
stood out white 
and rigid like 
whipcords.”
“Our petitions 

have been slighted,” 
Henry said, “our 
remonstrances have 
produced additional 
violence and insult; 
our supplications 
have been 
disregarded; and we 
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  -By Sasanka Yakandawala
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have been spurned, with contempt, 
from the foot of the throne…we must 
fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An 
appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts 
is all that is left us!”

“The war is actually begun!” he 
cried. “The next gale that sweeps 
from the north will bring to our 
ears the clash of resounding arms! 
Our brethren are already in the field! 
Why stand we here idle? What is it 
that gentlemen wish? What would they 
have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, 
as to be purchased at the price of chains 
and slavery?” As he spoke, Henry held 
his wrists together as though they were 
manacled and raised them toward the 
heavens. 

“Forbid it, Almighty 
God! I know not what 
course others may take; 
but as for me, give me 
liberty”—Henry burst 
from his imaginary chains 
and grasped an ivory 
letter opener—“or give me 

death!” 
As he uttered these final words, he 
plunged the letter opener toward his 
chest, mimicking a knife blow to the 
heart.

The assembled delegates were at a 
loss for words as everyone who was 
watching the events lay subdued and 
captivated by Henry’s words. Colonel 
Edward Carrington, one of the many 
people watching the proceedings 
through the church windows, was so 
moved that he stood and proclaimed 
to his fellow spectators, “Let me be 
buried at this spot!” When he died 
decades later, his widow honoured his 
request.

Patrick Henry’s speech tipped the 
scales in favour of defensive action and 
the resolution was passed. Less than 
a month later, skirmishes between 
the colonials and the British troops 
ensued at Concord and Lexington. In 
Virginia, thousands of colonials flocked 
to join local militias, many of them 
had embroidered the words “Liberty 
or Death” onto their shirts.  His words 
would go on to bolster the resolve of 

the revolutionaries in their quest for 
independence and would become 
a major driving force behind the 
American war of Independence.

Patrick Henry’s powerful speech 
still resounds in many modern day 
movements against tyranny and 
oppression, and remains one of the best 
examples of how one man’s speech can 
have far and lasting effects upon the 
chronicle of the world.             

Of all Gavel meetings that I have 
been a part of (and that’s not too 

many, yet regardless), that which took 
place on Friday the 9th of October left 
me more mesmerized and speechless 
than ever. It was filled to the brim with 
emotion, humour, excitement and more 
importantly, a lot of variety. 

The theme, being Childhood 
Nostalgia, brought about the 
opportunity for a lot of creative 
table topics as well. I recall one that 
I particularly liked: “Childhood is 
like being drunk; everybody but you 
remembers it.” On the occasion, there 
were ten speakers on the speakers’ list, 
all of whom magnificently brewed up 
their own unique twist on each of the 

topics provided by none other than 
our charming master of table-topics. 
And among this flurry of great “Gavel 
minds” and “vocal ensembles”, I was 
given the distinguished honour of being 
the grammarian. 

The speeches, in their most basic, 
simplified description, were ones which 
took the phrase “variety is a spice of 
life,” to a whole different league. It was 
akin to a fruit salad. Each of the fruits 
have a different flavour on their own. 
Yet weirdly, they all blend together in 
their own unique fashion to be more 
delicious than ever. Stories ranging 
from being a Harry Potter fanboy, to 
playing with weirdly named excavator 
toys, all the way to people “that looked 
a bit punk,” were spoken about in 
remarkably relatable fashion. 

Highlights I recall, were our 
toastmaster narrating about messing 
with his grandfather’s sarong, shortly 
followed by gavelier Gimhani, who 
seemed to have taken the word 
“drunk” in the topic a little too 

seriously. 

In brief, everyone was entertained to 
bliss, and I was almost driven oblivious 
to my duties as a grammarian. 

The ending of the meeting was the 
cherry on top. The speeches were 
thoroughly, and quite excellently 
evaluated by every roleplayer, 
signifying the end of yet another 
successful meeting of our prestigious 
club. 

It is meetings like these that make me 
wish to experience them all physically, 
and not online. Regardless, we all can 
cheerfully agree on the fact that this 
60th meeting surpassed all boundaries, 
and history was made that evening. I 
am raising a virtual glass to our club as I 
am writing this. 

Cheers, to another fabulous time well 
spent, and to future meetings that 
would continue to leave me speechless. 

- By Senan Alwis (best 
grammarian in the universe).

SENAN’S 
CORNER
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A new board of gaveliers have taken 
up the reins to lead the club. But 

who are they and what are they like?
This segment is where we get to know 
our very own exco members. Our first 
interview was with none other than 
the BIG BOSS, our president himself, 
Uthsara Malaweera Arachchi!
Uthsara! It’s really nice to meet you 
on this rainy evening. Let’s start off 
with your background.

Q. Could you tell us a little bit 
yourself? Describe yourself in a few 
sentences.
A. I was raised in Colombo. I am a bit 
over 21 years old. I attended Vidura 
College, followed by D.S. Senanayake 
College and then Ananda College. I 
did Bioscience for ALs and now I am at 
IChem. Both my parents are bankers. 
And I also play an instrument called the 
bassoon.

Q. You mentioned that your parents 
are bankers. Did you ever think 
about doing a commerce subject?
A. That is a good question. After ALs 
most people choose between engineer, 
doctor, lawyer and entrepreneur. Ini-
tially I wanted to do medicine because 
I wasn’t very good at Math. While pre-
paring for ALs I realized that medicine 
wasn’t my thing. That’s the thing about 
goals. When you want something really 
badly you make sure you get that thing, 
and I guess I didn’t want that thing 
badly enough because I lost interest in 
medicine.
Looking at other options I came across 
IChem. The field of Chemistry was 
something didn’t have much knowl-
edge about and as a backup plan I start-
ed CIMA just after ALs back in 2018. 
I finished my first level in CIMA and 
when IChem turned out to be alright I 
put CIMA on hold for a while to focus 
solely on IChem. My parents actually 
advised me not to go into banking since 
it was really stressful and so here I am.

Q. We all know that you play the 
bassoon but why exactly did you 
pick up the bassoon?
A. Two of my cousins who were in the 
National Youth Orchestra of Sri Lanka 
got me involved in the whole classical 
music scene.  I initially started with 
the flute but for some weird reason 
I couldn’t get a good sound out of 
it. Then there was a vacancy at the 
National Youth Orchestra for oboe and 
bassoon. I didn’t know what either was 
about. Eventually I chose the bassoon 
because it was ‘bigger’ and because I 
felt like it made a better impression 
than the oboe. I also felt it was good to 
take up an instrument that was uncom-
mon in Sri Lanka and it would help out 
the orchestra as well. 

Q. What was training to play the 
bassoon like? 
A. The late Mr. Dayananda Fernando, 

who was a bassoonist for the 
Symphony Orchestra of Sri Lanka, was 
my first teacher when I started playing 
the bassoon at the age of 13. He taught 
me the basics and guided me until my 
grade 5 ABRSM exams. Unfortunately, 
he passed away in 2016 and I did my 
diploma (ATCL) in bassoon by myself 
with the guidance of a pianist by the 
name of Dr. Dilan Angunawela. 
I used YouTube to learn a lot and I also 
had an opportunity to go to the UK 
to participate in the European Youth 
Summer Music camp where I met a 
professional bassoonist who helped me 
with my technique. I don’t feel like 
I am really good, but compared 
to when I started playing 
8 years ago, I’ve definitely 

improved.

Q. What do you think 

about classical music when 
you compare it to other genres 

like rock or rap?
A. I am not into all the composers 
and periods but I like music from 
the Baroque period. It’s very simple 
and a few favorites of mine are 
‘Watermusic’ and ‘Fireworks music’ 
by Handel and ‘The Four Seasons’ by 
Vivaldi. I adore Mozart and Beethoven 
from the classical period and I find 
Mendelssohn and Tchaikovsky from 
the Romantic period to be really great 
composers. I don’t really like most 
modern composers of classical music.
When I talk about other genres, I must 
say I like jazz. I am experimenting 
with jazz and blues on my bassoon. 
Some of my favorite bands include 
Aerosmith, the Bee Gees and 
Queen among others. However, rap 
is something I don’t understand 
unfortunately. 

The Principal Bassoon at Gustav 
Mahler Orchestra of Colombo

KNOW
YOUR

I have this quote that I 
live by. I wouldn’t call 
it my driving force but 

it’s – “Success is not final. 
Failure is not fatal. It’s the 

courage to continue that 
matters.”

EX
CO 
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Q. What’s the most played song on 
your phone? 

A. Crazy – Aerosmith

Q. Do you have any other interests 
besides music? 

A. I really love reading but I couldn’t 
read a lot this year. During the 
lockdown period I managed to read 
a few books but I have a lot from 
my previous book hauls to be read. I 
actually mostly buy 2nd hand books 
because I don’t see the point of buying 
brand new books just to get that new 
book smell. 

Gaming is not a huge interest but 
back then when I was in Grade 5, I 
was crazy about Pokémon. I had all 
the games on my Gameboy and I 
also downloaded them to play on my 
computer via an emulator. 

Q. Are there any movies that you 
think everyone should watch?

A. Definitely Schindler’s List. Other 
recommendations would be Bridge 
of Spies, You’ve got Mail and the set 
of films from the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe.

Bonus points for You’ve Got Mail since 
it has a cute golden retriever. 

Q. Golden retrievers… You have 
one called Summer. Raising her is 
quite the challenge. Do you agree? 

A. Yes. Life has been very hectic for 
the past 3 months. Raising a new pup 
is not an easy task and right now we 

are trying to housetrain her. She is 
trying her best,

but she can be a bit dramatic and 
stubborn at times. She is a very good 
dog though and hopefully we will get 
there soon.

Q. Was there anything you weren’t 
prepared for? Or something you 
didn’t expect when you got her?
A. I didn’t expec puppies would pee 
so often. They have tiny bladders. Her 
training has been quite easy though and 
she knows how to sit, stay shake hands, 
high five and she doesn’t eat her food 
until we give the release word. The 
thing about goldens is that they really 
want to please you which helps with the 

training. Besides the house training, 
she is a total joy to be around. 

Q. Rapid fire Round. I am just 
going to shoot a few questions at you 
and you simply have to answer them 
as fast as you can.

• Bottom of the Ocean or Into 
Space – Into Space

• Night Owl or Early Bird – Night 
Owl

• Beethoven or Mozart – (after 
much thought) Beethoven

• Favorite Hangout Spot in 
Colombo – Probably IChem 
(laughs). Plaza Kottu

• Historical People you would like 
to meet – Isaac Newton or Nikola 
Tesla

• Fears the Most – Spiders

Q. Is there any particular time or 
experience in your life that had a big 
impact on you?
A.  Probably ALs. It was quite a career 
changing experience and I had so much 
going on when I was in ALs, I was 
involved in 5 clubs at school, I was the 
President of the Orchestra and I was 
involved in organizing a concert called 
“Dolce”.
I joined the orchestra when it was 
in its 2nd or 3rd year. I became the 
president and I was appointed as the 
conductor from 2016 to 2019. Under 
my baton, we competed in the All 
Island Orchestra competition for the 
very first time in Ananda History and 
became Runners-up. After that we 
became Runners Up again twice in 
subsequent competitions. From what 
I hear, the orchestra is doing very well 
at school and there are more people to 

take the reins and do a good job. Being 
the conductor and the president of a 
student body like an orchestra with 
a membership of around 70 people is 
quite difficult, and it definitely helped 
me hone my leadership skills and 
develop my personality. I was 13 when 
I was exposed to the world of Western 
Classical Music. Since then, I have 
played for the Commonwealth Festival 
Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra of 
Sri Lanka and I’m also the principal 
Bassoonist of the Chamber Music 
Society of Colombo, Gustav Mahler 
orchestra and the National Youth 
Orchestra. Playing in an orchestra just 
opens you up to the world.

Q. It certainly was a period that 
affected you and changed you. 
Is there any quote that you feel 
applies to that period or a quote 
that was your driving force through 
that challenging period?
A. Well I have this quote that I live 
by. I wouldn’t call it my driving force 
but its – “Success is not final. Failure 
is not fatal. It’s the courage to continue 
that matters.”

Q. Where do you see yourself 10 
years from now?
A. I hope my stint at IChem goes well 
and I get to work as a research scientist 
somewhere. And I hope my dog will 
be trained by that time (laughs). The 
future is volatile though so anything 
can happen.

Q. Finally we come to the only 
gavel related question on this 
interview. Are there any speakers 
that you find exemplary?
A. I think Dhananjaya Hettiarachchii 
and Aaron Beverly are really good. 

Q. Why do you feel they are 
exemplary?
A. They are just really good speakers. 
They can get their story across and 
whatever motivation or point they are 
trying to convey to you and make you 
believe in whatever they believe in. 

Well that concludes our interview. 
Thank you so much for your 
time and for the insight into your 
persona.
A. Thank you for having me!

Interviewed by Jayath de Silva

Uthsara and Summer
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THE ICE BREAKER 
SPEECH – WHAT IS IT? 

An Ice Breaker or an Ice breaker 
speech is the first step one will 

and must take in their journey of public 
speaking at toastmasters.

By definition, an Icebreaker is a 
special purpose ship or boat designed to 
move and navigate through ice covered 
water. For a ship to be considered an 
ice breaker, it requires three things 
than most normal ships: a strengthened 
hull, an ice clearing mechanism and the 
power to push through frozen waters. 

In the realm of speaking, an ice 
breaking speech is similar. It requires 
three things as well: willingness to 
make mistakes and learn from them, 
courage to speak in front of a group and 
eagerness to kill the fear of speaking. 

Like other speeches, these also 
require a clear beginning and ending. 
It is important to create an interesting 
opening sentence, that would capture 
the audience’s attention. A well 
prepared beginning and conclusion 
enable you to start and finish your 
speech with confidence. When you  
speak about the main points of your 
speech, make sure to emphasise 
them using an example or a story. 
While illustrating those points it is 
important to be careful since too much 
information might overwhelm the 
audience.

While speaking, make eye contact 

with various members of the audience. 
If the red light comes on while you’re 
talking, finish up, with your memorised 
conclusion with confidence, quickly.
Don’t be afraid of the audience. Always 
believe that they are your friends who 
want you to succeed and that they are 
there to help you.

After you finish, before 
you return to 

your seat 
you will probably begin 
evaluating yourself. You may feel that 
you forgot to mention some of the 
best parts you were preparing with. 
However, don’t discourage yourself this 
way. Instead, congratulate yourself on 
having delivered your first ice breaking 
speech. 

Later, write down the things you 
did well and the things you want to 
improve to make your next speech even 
better. Continue to self-evaluate your 
speeches throughout your speaking 
journey. Ask others’ opinions on your 
speech. Some of those comments may 
not be useful to you, but you should 
consider all of them carefully. It is 
necessary to understand that each and 
every evaluation is an opinion of how 

that person perceived you and your 
presentation, through the speech that 
you made.

Before working on any speech project 
it is important to be clear about two 
things. Firstly, the objective of the 
projec, and secondly, the speech 
evaluation guidelines. Start preparing 
only when you fully understand the 
key objectives of the project and after 
fine-tuning it based on the evaluation 
guidelines.

 It is true that the toastmasters 
don’t always read the project details 
completely in the manual. They 
just quickly glance at the executive 
summary and objectives, and then 
attempt their speech projects. I 
believe that reading through the 
evaluation guidelines along with good 
understanding of the speech objectives 
will enable you to prepare a better 
speech and deliver it effectively.

And that, simply put, is the essence 
of an icebreaker speech. Allow this 
information to guide you in your 
journey among other toastmasters, 
and you’ll find yourself comfortably 
speaking your mind and your heart. 
And with that, allow me to you all the 
best. I look forward to hearing you 
speak one day.

By Dinithi Sri Jayasekara

Do we actually want you to annoy a large herbivore 
with deadly horns?

Not really.

Nag a ram, is a word or a phrase formed by rearranging the 
letters of another word or a phrase. Even the ancient Greeks 
used them to fool their friends.

 Can you figure out this Anagram?

      RELATE IT 

hint: if you were not this, you would not understand this.

‘The Gavelier’ Board of Editors:

Sasanka Yakandawala

Jayath de Silva

Yohara Ranasinghe

Dinithi Sri Jayasekara

Nadun Guruge

Senan Alwis

Anupa Somasiri

Minoli Rupasinghe

Upeksha ‘Mona’ Nilnuwani

Anagram



7Gavel Club of College of Chemical Sciences

REATIVE
ORNER

The Change

It was not so long ago that the 
gardeners came to do our garden, 

there was a croton plant in my lawn 
which was infected by pests and they 
had to cut all the leaves of the tree due 
to that and it was actually just the stem 
that remained and I was flabbergasted 
to see the change. If you don’t know 
what a croton plant is, it is a tree with 
a variety of coloured leaves and the 
leaf too isn’t ordinary, it is twisted and 
curled which gives it a unique look of 
its own.

To tell you the truth, without its leaves 
the plant looked so dull and ugly and 
because of that it stood out from the 
rest and gave the whole lawn a weary 
look. The plant was located in front of 
the lawn too so I was able to see every 
change it went through during the next 
few days.

Although it stood alone and ugly, after 
about 2 days, small sprouts came out 
from everywhere in the plant and when 
the sun shone on it early in the morning 
I could imagine the plant smiling and 
feeling warm and happy. Day by day 
the plant started to look more alive and 
rejuvenated and by the end of about 
two weeks all the leaves were back and 
the change was explicit.

Watching this small plant in my 
garden glow after the tremendous 
change it underwent I began asking 
myself, “Aren’t we all going through 
this change even once in our lives?” 
I’m sure the answer for this question 
from all of us is a big YES, but given 
the circumstances how many of us 
respond to this change positively and 
patiently without getting discouraged 
and hurt? Besides how many of us live 
under the fear of judgement from the 
society while we embrace the change?, 
including most of you my conscience 
too is guilty for feeling discouraged, 
hurt and judged when embracing 
change in my life .But while I reflected 
upon the croton plant standing alone 
but strong embracing the change it 

underwent without any complaint or 
discomfort, I began to see that ,if we 
embraced the changes we underwent, 
whether it was beauty wise, educational 
wise, relationship wise, age wise or any 
otherwise, we should never be afraid of 
taking that big leap forward, it might 
be for good or for bad ,but don’t we 
all become more unique through the 
mistakes we make, don’t you think that 
a perfect life would be a  boring life....

Always go with the choice which 
scares you the most, for it is the choice 
which will make your heart beat a little 
more faster and make you live a little 
more lively, live without regrets as at 
the end you will smile to yourself and 
whisper, “You finally made it!” Let 
us all embrace change positively and 
may the flowers of hope in our gardens 
bloom more brightly and cheerfully 
than the weeds of fear. 

  By Gimhani Jayatilleke   
  Level 1

Say my name - Walter 
White

        

  By U. V. Upeksha Nilnuwani.                        
  Level 1

Life is Life

Be yourself, the eagle that flies in the air, 

Be yourself, the waterfowl that guides 
you with your smile, 

Be yourself, the great tree that can with-
stand the storm, 

Be yourself, the cactus tree in the midst 
of all those barriers, 

Be yourself, the enormous sun and 
moon, 

Spreading all the moralities and acquir-
ing all the evidence that make every 
heart happy.

  By Ruchini Ruwanadee    
  Level 1
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Apology

Dear children of nature,

With your prized tusks

And glinting horns,

Your shining fur

And sturdy bones

Your priceless teeth

And colourful beaks;

I apologize,

For all humanity;

For every bullet

That pierced your flesh,

For every wire

That bound your legs,

For every minute

Of writhing agony,

For every cub,

Left unfed

For every pack

Left one less

For every tear

You were forced to shed

For every cruelty

Brought upon you

Mercilessly

Just for the pleasure

Of seeing your precious life

Drain out of your eyes

Or the thrill of chasing you

As you run for your life

Or a moment on a high horse

To be respected and feared

By similar cruel creatures.

I apologize,

With all my crying heart

And wish you peace

As you lay to rest

Never to return                                                 
To a world like this.

  By Yohara Ranasinghe                              
   Level 2  

Out of Box

How’s life? If I ask you how life is 
what will your answer be? Are 

you happy about your life? Well, most 
probably you’ll say yes. Of course 
saying yes is simple. Then if I ask what 
do you think about your future or what 
you want to be in future, do you have 
a clear answer? Well, some may have 
some may not. Your life depends on 
your future. So, you must be clear about 
your future. According to my point of 
view, this is a matter of EDUCATION. 
Well according to me this education is 
based on two aspects; books & out of 
books.

Knowledge gained from books 
raises one’s awareness about different 
fields. We humans have a very 
healthy relationship with books. From 
the Nursery until the University, 
sometimes after too, people play a lot 
of games with books. To record the 
scores of the games then come the 
exams. If you played well, you could 
record your scores with less fear. Then 
the average of your scores would be 
much better. Well, it might not bother 
you much but people around you are 
busy bothering about it. Here I strongly 
admit that someone’s progress should 
only be bothered by their parents or 
guardian. Others can’t judge them. The 
best thing is, even the parents can’t 
pressurize him or her about the progress 
‘cause that’s not his or her LIFE! Then 
elopes the other fact; out of books. I’ll 
say like this, as explained earlier if I 
summarized that, “Life is education. 
Education has two aspects.” Then if 
the progress from the part of books is 
said to be not enough, then think, life 
has the other option.

Then, continue from where you 
stopped. You’ll see so much to learn. 
Your curiosity which cannot be tested 
through printed papers, your favours 
which one day could change the world. 
So to realize the person inside you, 
you must step to the practical world. 
Anyone can ask you why are you 
choosing this, this’s not the trend; you 
can’t be successful through this path. So 
why? Do these people offer you the life 
you prefer? No friend, they can’t. They 
can only say, judge & keep looking at 
you. Even your closest ones, they can 
only help you but the decision is with 
you. You have to decide whether to 

choose your dreams or tangle with some 
other thing for the sake of another one. 
If you want to dance or sing, master 
that art. If you want to do business, be 
a master of your own business. If you 
want to treat people, be a doctor not 
for money but to earn the health of the 
country. If you want to be a scientist, 
investigate beyond what you know. Be 
a master in what you wish for. All you 
need is courage with proper guidance. 
And these can’t be gained from exams. 
They can only provide you with a 
qualification but the life after that is 
totally in your hands.

So, think what your aim is, work for it 
because hoping the best without hard 
work is pointless. Combine your book-
knowledge with what you gained out of 
books. This journey won’t be easy for 
sure. You’ll fall, you’ll be pulled back. 
But hold yourself. You should never 
give up. Then you can conquer your 
life and be happy. Your future’s secured. 
So simply, what you have to do is just 
thinking OUT OF BOX.

  By Hansika Maheshi Hathurusinghe
   Level 1


