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If you can keep your head when all about you   
    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,   
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
    But make allowance for their doubting too;   
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;   
    If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;   
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
    And treat those two impostors just the same;   
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
    And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
    And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
    And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
    To serve your turn long after they are gone,   
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
    Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,   
    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
    If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,   
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,   
    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!

   ‘Rewards and Fairies’
    by Rudyard Kipling
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It was a grey morning when 
Abraham Lincoln took the stage at 

the newly created Gettysburg National 
Ceremony. The recent developments 
of the war was on his shoulders but 
he was cautiously optimistic. He had 
been invited to give a few appropriate 
remarks for the opening of the new 
national cemetery following the Battle 
of Gettysburg. And just 2 minutes 
and roughly 275 words later, he had 
delivered a speech that would become 
one of the most famous in American 
History.

“Four score and seven years ago …”

The Background 

The United States was founded upon 
the belief that “All Men are created 
Equal” and the beliefs of liberty 
and democracy. However, slavery was 
something that defied those beliefs. 
Thomas Jefferson had included 
a condemnation of slavery in the 
Declaration of Independence but later 
it was removed as he feared he would 
lose the support of the Southern states 
in creating the new nation. As the 
nation progressed, the northern states 
industrialized while the southern 
states developed a plantation economy 
that heavily relied on slavery for labor.

In time, the USA came to be 
divided based on the issue of slavery 
creating slave states and free states. 
For a while, the number 
of slave states and free 
states remained the same 
so that neither party 
had an advantage over 
the other in deciding to 
abolish or retain slavery. 
Compromises between 
the leaders of each state 
maintained a fragile peace 
between the two groups 
but this peace didn’t last 
long and eventually the 
free states outnumbered 
the slave states.

Lincoln became one 
of the leading figures 
of the Republican party 
that was formed in 1854. He knew 
that slavery was a moral evil 
and he regularly spoke out against 
it in speeches that questioned why 
the great nation of the United States 
of America actively supported the 

enslavement of 4 million men, 
women and children. Slaves were 
denied the basic right to freedom and 
were considered the property of their 
owners. Having been forced to work in 
labor intensive plantations, enslaved 
families would be broken up and 
would never see each other again. 

In 1860 Abraham Lincoln was 
elected the President of the USA. The 
Southern states were uneasy about 
his appointment due to his views 
on slavery and feared that he would 
abolish slavery. In 1860, the state of 
South Carolina seceded followed by 
10 other states, which formed the 
Confederacy. The states that opted 
to remain were called the Union. 
The slave states cited the hostility 
of the Northern states to slavery as 
a primary reason for their secession. 
Lincoln represented the United States 

of America and above all he wanted 
to preserve the Union. In his view 
the secession was ‘an illegitimate 
rebellion’ and he knew that war 
would be inevitable as long as the 
nation remained divided. The years 

ahead would be the hardest of his life.

On April 12th 1861, the Confederacy 
made their first move with the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter near 
Charleston, South Carolina by the 
South Carolina Militia. It was the start 
of the American Civil War. The Union 
did not fare well initially as the Union 
army generals were cautious and the 
cabinet wasn’t united. Furthermore, 
the brilliant general Robert E. Lee 
led the Confederate Army into 
several early victories over the Union, 
resulting in major losses on the 
Union side which affected Lincoln’s 
popularity and created political 
opportunities for the Confederacy to 
sway the people. Despite this, Lincoln 
held on hoping for the win that would 
turn the tide of war.

170,000 men.....dead.

The Gettysburg address was 
delivered a few months after the 
bloodiest battle of the war. The battle 
cost the lives of 28,000 confederate 
soldiers; who were led by General 
Robert E. Lee, and the lives of 23,000 
Union soldiers led by Major General 
George Meade, approximating to a 
total of 170,000 soldiers from both 
sides. The Union won a decisive 
victory but failed to intercept the 
Confederate retreat.

The thousands of dead Union 
soldiers who were 
buried in unmarked 
graves inspired 
the creation of a 
national cemetery at 
Gettysburg. It was here 
that Lincoln delivered his 
speech.

He saw this speech as 
an opportunity to make 
a broad statement to the 
American people on the 
enormous significance 
of the war. It is famously 
believed that he wrote the 
speech on the train while 
travelling to Pennsylvania, 
but it’s now thought he 

wrote half of it before leaving the 
White House and he completed the 
rest later that night. 

He delivered his speech to a crowd of 
roughly 15,000 people after the main 
orator, Edward Everett delivered a 

By Jayath de Silva
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2-hour long oration on the Battle of 
Gettysburg and its significance. 

He began by acknowledging the 
founding fathers who created a new 
nation on the belief that all men are 
created equal. His speech spoke of 
liberty and extolled on the moral evil 
that is slavery and established its 
destruction as an implied goal.

He spoke of the soldiers who 
sacrificed their lives for the Union and 
reminded the audience of the purpose 
of the day which was to ‘dedicate a 
portion of the (battle) field, as a 
final resting place for those who 
here gave their lives that that 
nation might live’. He honored 
the soldiers for their sacrifice for the 
greater good of the nation, and finally 
he spoke to the duty of the living.

The ground of the battlefield was 
made holy by the brave men who 
had fought and died at the battlefield 
and there was no further dedication 
or consecration that could be made 
by the audience or by him. Lincoln 
spoke, saying the world will not 
remember what was spoken 
here today but it could never 
forget the actions of the soldiers 
who dedicated their lives to the great 
cause of preserving the Union, and 
reminded that it was up to them, the 
living, to dedicate themselves to the 
great task ahead to which the dead 
gave their lives; to complete the 
unfinished work of they who fought 
here and lay bare the true significance 
of the battle, so that the new nation 
under God shall be reborn in freedom, 
and that the democratic ideal by which 
the nation was formed (government 
of the people, by the people, for the 

people) will not ‘perish from the 
Earth’.
In just two minutes Lincoln 

summarized the reason as to why 
they must fight on through the 
misery and suffering of the Civil 
war; to uphold the democratic ideals 
of the nation, to ensure the equality 
of all its people and to make sure the 
sacrifices of the dead in defense of 
those principles would not be in vain. 
He described the war as a test the new 
nation must endure, and called for the 
people to soldier on, so that they may 
emerge into a new and glorious future.

Lincoln’s speech came to be seen 
as one of the greatest and most 
influential statements in American 
history. His firm determination to 
preserve the ideals upon which it 
was founded despite all the trials and 
tribulations in the way, was reflected 
in his speech. Lincoln endured 
much throughout his presidency. 
He was deeply affected by the loss 
of his beloved son William Wallace 
Lincoln in 1862 and he suffered from 
his own mental demons including 
depression. The stress of leading 
the country through 4 years of war 
since 1861 was beginning to show 
when the war began its conclusion 
following the Battle of Appomattox 
Court House. General Robert E. Lee 
surrendered to the Union General 
Ulysses S Grant. One by one, the 
Confederate states declared surrender 
and in the upcoming months slavery 
was abolished, and 4 million enslaved 
black people were freed.

Lincoln looked forward to the era of 
peace that was to come after leading 
the country through its deepest crisis. 
The presidency had visibly aged him 
and he said “Sometimes I think I 
am the tiredest man on Earth.” 
He was optimistic for the future and 
sought to reconcile the divided nation.  

But that was never to come.  He 
attended a play at the Ford’s Theatre 
just 5 days after the Union Victory 
at Appomattox Court House and 
was assassinated by the Confederate 
sympathizer John Wilkes Booth. 

Abraham Lincoln led the country 
through a war that saw the deaths of 

750,000 soldiers and a further 80,000 
civilians and slaves. His oration 
reflected his devotion to the people 
and principles of the USA and his 
determination throughout the war 
enshrined him as one of the greatest 
leaders in US history.

The text of the Gettysburg 
Address (The exact version of 
the text is disputed but the ‘Bliss’ 
Version is considered to be the 
most accurate)

“Four score and seven years ago 
our fathers brought forth on this 
continent, a new nation, conceived 
in Liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created 
equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil 
war, testing whether that nation, 
or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are 
met on a great battle-field of that war. 
We have come to dedicate a portion of 
that field, as a final resting place for 
those who here gave their lives that 
that nation might live. It is altogether 
fitting and proper that we should do 
this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not 
dedicate—we can not consecrate—we 
can not hallow—this ground. The 
brave men, living and dead, who 
struggled here, have consecrated it, 
far above our poor power to add or 
detract. The world will little note, nor 
long remember what we say here, but 
it can never forget what they did here. 
It is for us the living, rather, to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work 
which they who fought here have thus 
far so nobly advanced. It is rather for 
us to be here dedicated to the great 
task remaining before us—that from 
these honored dead we take increased 
devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of 
devotion—that we here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in 
vain—that this nation, under God, 
shall have a new birth of freedom—
and that government of the people, 
by the people, for the people, shall not 
perish from the earth.”

—Abraham Lincoln
The Gettysburg Address



4 The Gavelier

How does 
the virus 
spread?

Covid - 19  Outbreak

Opening a door, rubbing your 
eyes, having some snacks 
without washing your hands. 

All of these moments happen regularly 
often without much notice and 
represent opportunities to spread 
the virus. Paying attention to little 
moments like these can help us all be 
safer especially at times like these. The 
more we know how a virus spreads, 
the more we can incorporate safe and 
healthy practices into our lives. 
  Viruses are a common cause of 
respiratory infections, ranging from the 
common cold and influenza to measles 
and COVID-19. Viruses are organic 
particles containing genetic material 
that requires a live host cell, such as 
human lung cells, to reproduce new 
genetic material. 
  The SARS-CoV-2 virus is a 
round virus with spikes sticking out 
from all sides. These spike proteins 
bind with receptors in the cells of the 
human body giving a signal to the 
cell which causes the cell to take in 
the virus. Once a single RNA is in 
the body of an individual, he/she is 
considered “Infected”. Once a cell 
is infected the virus replicates itself in 
the cell until a large number of copies 
of the virus are produced, which finally 
results in the bursting of the cell. The 
released virus is now able to infect more 
and more cells. 
    For a respiratory virus to spread 
from one person to another, four 
elements are necessary. A source (an 

infected individual who is carrying 
the virus), point of exit (a way for the 
virus particles to leave the source), host 
(someone who is susceptible to the 
virus), and a point of entry (a way for 
the particles to enter into the host).   
   The source could be contagious when 
it’s pre-symptomatic, symptomatic, 
and asymptomatic. The process of 
a virus leaving the source is called 
viral shedding. Different viruses have 
different methods of transmission and 
can leave the body through saliva, 
blood, and respiratory droplets from 
activities such as breathing, talking, 
sneezing, and coughing.
The risk of contagion from respiratory 
droplets depends on various factors 
such as size, distance, time, quantity, 
content, and viability. Respiratory 
droplets have various sizes ranging from 
5 micrometers to 1 millimeter. Smaller 
droplets under 5 microns are called 
aerosols and are inhaled into alveoli 
directly whereas larger droplets tend 
to be trapped in the upper respiratory 
tract.
   It only takes  a few particles that 
have reached the alveoli to cause the 
disease. The size of the droplets affects 
the number of viral particles present 
and also impacts the distance the virus 
travels. Larger droplets travel through 
the air and fall within about 6 feet of 
the source. Smaller aerosols can travel 
further.                 
    Distance is also affected by the 
velocity with which the droplets leave 

the source. Sneezing and coughing 
generate droplets at a higher velocity 
than when talking or breathing. 
Time is another key factor. If the source 
coughs, large respiratory
droplets will only be airborne for a short 
period. If a susceptible host walks in 
five minutes later the larger droplets  
are likely to have landed, but the 
aerosols would remain and could infect 
the host. 
  The quantity of viruses coming out 
depends on whether it’s through 
sneezing, coughing, talking, or 
breathing. Sneezing releases the 
highest number of particles whereas 
breathing generates the lowest amount 
of viral particles. 
   The viral load in the source  also  
plays  a key role in determining 
the viral content in the droplets.
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The viability describes the ability 
of the virus to survive in a particular 
environment. Usually, the viability of 
a virus decreases immediately upon 
exiting the body of the source. The 
material on which the virus lands also 
have an impact on the virus’s viability. 
Generally, viruses live longer on 
metal surfaces than on cardboard 
surfaces.
   Respiratory viruses enter the 
body in four main ways i.e. direct 
contact, droplet transmission, 
indirect contact, and airborne 
transmission. Direct contact 
happens when there is physical 
contact between the source and 
the susceptible host. Droplet 
transmission happens when a 
respiratory droplet falls onto 
someone’s eyes, nose, or mouth. If 
a susceptible host is standing close 
to the host large droplets could 
fall, whereas if the source is farther 
away aerosols could not come into 
contact with the host. Indirect 
contact happens when a source 
leaves infected respiratory droplets 
on various physical objects such as 
cash, door handles, etc. 
  Merely a host touching such a 
surface is not sufficient to get 
infected. The host needs to
do something like touching his/her 
mouth, nose, or eyes that let the virus 
enter his/her system.  This is the main 
reason why surfaces must be regularly 
disinfected in times of such pandemics.

 Airborne transmission takes place 
when the host encounters lingering 
airborne aerosols containing viable 
viruses or by breathing droplets of 
infected respiratory particles by staying 
near an infected individual.

If an individual comes across 
infected respiratory droplets, 
does that mean that he/she will 
be ill? 

Not necessarily. One or two particles 
doesn’t make a person sick. The 
minimum amount of virus needed to 
cause
 infection is called the infectious dose.
 The lower the infectious dose, the 
lesser the amount of virus needed to get 

a susceptible host sick. Currently, 
the infectious dose  of  SARS-
CoV-2 is unknown. Even if a 
person doesn’t 
take in an infectious dose, a 
person could be infected but 
doesn’t necessarily show any 
symptoms. The individual’s 
immune system will fight against 
the virus. As it fights, a person 
could be asymptomatic, show 
mild symptoms, or show severe 
symptoms.   
   
Reference – ACS Chemistry in Practice 
– Reduce the spread of Viruses.

Gav. Isiwara A. Ratnayake
Vice-President Education 
(2019 - 2020)

Covid - 19 Outbreak
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Although it might not look it, 
CCS is a place brimming with 

many talented individuals. In “tête à 
tête” we have one-on-ones with those 
exceptional students at CCS.

To kick-off this segment we have a 
very special guest, who I might add, is 
one of the most humble and pleasant 
people that I have known at ICHEM.

She is non other than, the fabulous, 
Ms. Lihini Jayasinghe.

Q: Tell us a bit about yourself, who 
you are, where you are from, what you 
do?

A: I’m Lihini Jayasinghe, I’m from 
Kandy, I attended two schools, both 
of which are in Kandy; Springfield 
College and Gateway College. 
Currently I’m a final year CCS 
undergraduate and I also work as an 
intern at the Sri Lanka Institute of 
Nanotechnology. 

Q: So Lihini, as a child, who or what 
did you want to become? And why?

A: So this is a trick question. As a 
child I had the most cliché goal of 
becoming a doctor, but then again 
it was quite short lived because at 
a certain point, at a young age, I 
realized that that was certainly not 
what I wanted to do.

But I think that not many of us are 
lucky enough to find our passions at a 
very young age and I was one of them. 
I had no strong interest to a particular 
field or subject per se. I ended up 
making my way through the field of 
science during my school years to a 
point where there was no turning back. 
Anyways, if you were to ask a child 
who you want to become, I don’t think 
you will get a genuine answer because 
he or she will give you an answer that 
portrays their parents opinions and 
expectations more so than their own.

Q: So having said that, what made you 
choose chemistry?

A: Okay so this is interesting, I 
absolutely hated chemistry at school 
and I never really understood it as a 
subject. But I remember my best friend 
and I used to sit at the back in school 
and we never paid any attention, we 
used to find something utterly silly and 
waste the period away giggling about it. 
So what happened was my perception 
on chemistry changed when I joined a 
private chemistry tutor. I joined in the 
hopes of upping my ALs which was 
surely heading downhill, at least in the 
subject of chemistry; the other subjects 
I was doing all right. So he made 
me fall in love with chemistry 
as a subject because he had this 
way of teaching that made what 
was once so hard and complicated 
into something really simple and 
interesting. Its quite amazing how one 
single person was able to change my 
entire perception towards this massive 
field of chemistry.

Q: Lihini, you have been an absolute 
superstar here at CCS; you were 
the batch queen, you are the batch 

top of your batch, you won the 
prestigious RSC research bursary, 
you did a research internship at 
Oxford university and I heard that 

you were offered several international 
scholarships after your ALs as well. 
Have you always been a high-achiever?

A: Well I wouldn’t necessarily call 
myself a high-achiever but whenever 
I invest myself in something I give my 
100% to it. I fear failure knowing  
that I could have done better. 
So whatever I have done so far in 
life, I have given my all to it. When 
you give a 100% to anything, you will 
achieve what you expect. So in the end 
it comes down to how badly you want 
something and about prioritizing your 
objectives. So I would say that it isn’t 
high achieving, it’s just hard work and 
motivation.
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 Of course there have been countless 
times where I have lost focus. I’m not 
always motivated and hardworking, 
but it’s all about getting back on track, 
refocusing and recharging your mental 
energy to achieve your goals.  

Q: The Royal Society of Chemistry 
research bursary, which is a very 
prestigious bursary that is only awarded 
to two undergraduates in the British 
Commonwealth, you received it in 
2019. How did you manage that? 
What’s the story there?

A: Well it started when the notice 
about it caught my attention and 
interest, it was on the notice board at 
ICHEM, also the week before that, we 
had the felicitation lunch for the people 
who came down from RSC and I got 
the chance to speak to them about the 
universities in the UK, so that interest 
was also there. 

I thought that it was a very good 
opportunity. So I picked the field of 
biochemistry, at that time I thought 
that that was what I wanted to do in 
the future, and I wrote to multiple 
professors from various universities 
in the UK. Out of all the emails that I 
sent, I think I sent about fifty 
emails, I only got one reply, 
which was from Professor Hagan 
Bayley at the University of Oxford, 
I was actually thrilled by the mere 
fact that I got a response, it was the 
greatest thing ever. So he asked for two 
recommendation letters and agreed to 
have me in his lab if I got the bursary. 
At that time, for him to tell me that I 
can come work in his lab, I felt was a 
great achievement.

I applied for the bursary through Prof. 
Bayley, I didn’t think that I 
would get the bursary. I knew 
the chance was going to be very 
slim, but a couple of months 
later I heard from Dr. Alice 
Barker from RSC, saying that 
my application was successful 
and that I will be receiving the 
bursary, thus making my Oxford 
dreams a reality. 

Q: I believe you managed to 
cross off quite a few items from 
your bucket list during that 
time.

A: Yes. Even the whole 
travelling alone part was quite 

exciting, I had to do everything on my 
own which was a good life experience.

It was an amazing experience to be 
working in one of the world’s best 
universities, to use their instruments 
and to meet new people from different 
nationalities. The highlight of my 
adventure was when I received an 
invitation from my supervisor 
to dinner with Prof. Frances 
Arnold, who was the Nobel 
laureate in Chemistry in 
2018, I was absolutely mind blown. 
That was one of the most intimidating 
but unforgettable dinners I have ever 
attended, imagine being seated there 
with the best of the best, not just in the 
university, but in the whole wide world 
and I got the chance to sit right next to 
her too!

Q: So tell us a bit about what you 
worked on whilst at Oxford with Prof. 
Bayley and what the experience was 
like working in a lab in Oxford and how 
it compared with Sri Lanka.

A: I was working on screening 3D 
micro-tumours, basically cancer cells 
such as ovarian cancer cells and HeLa 
cells etc. I was directly working with 
Dr. Nobina Mukarjee, who was post-
doc in the Bayley group. We conducted 
drug effect studies on those cells. 

As for the lab experience there isn’t 
that much of a difference, except 
that they have all the appropriate 
instruments and that maintenance 
comes on time, I mean in Sri Lanka 
usually if something breaks, it breaks 
for good! There they have all these 
protocols and hence everything is 
immaculate.

Q: Going from a third year student 
at CCS to working in advanced 
biotechnology, how did you bridge 
that gap in both practical and academic 
experience?

A: I was very nervous and I didn’t 
believe in myself at all at first, being 
Oxford and all. But I think I joined the 
right group, the Bayley group is one 
of the best in the university, and they 
supervised me very well, they taught 
me very well and what I found 
interesting was that they 
treated me as an equal, like I 
was a PhD student, like I was 
a post-doc, like I was one of 
them. That sparked interest in 
me to learn more, even though 
I was just a third year student 

at CCS, I totally forgot 
about it there because 
of the level of inclusion 
that I received from 
them, and I started to work 
really hard and to really get into 
the element of their research.

Q: Was there a point where 
you struggled during the 
research?

A: Yes. Even under the Bayley 
group there are several sub 
groups working on different 
areas. It was all very 
broad, massive and The Bayley Group

Lihini and Prof. Hagan Bayley
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difficult to understand. So there 
I struggled, but Professor Bayley was 
very nice and he gave me an entire 
week to do my own research to pick 
an area of interest. Afterwards I got on 
track.

Q: Lihini, how did you join SLINTEC 
and what are you working on now?

A: When we were supposed to pick 
our research topics at ICHEM, I got 
late, by a day, and the only one that was 
left, because it’s first come first served, 
was a project at SLINTEC.

I joined the graphene group at 
SLINTEC, which is the only place 
in Sri Lanka with the technology to 
convert graphite to graphene. What 
I do is that I take all the graphene 
derivatives and I do testing to utilize 
them in possible applications.

Q: If someone is to get into 
SLINTEC, what advice would you give 
them?

A: I would say that it’s really good if 
you could join because the exposure 
that you get here, you can’t get in any 
other research institute in Sri Lanka. 
Especially instrument-wise, we have 
instruments ranging from an SEM to 
a TEM to a RAMAN to Sri Lanka’s 
only NMR. So it is definietly a great 
opportunity for anyone.

Q: What is your preferred research 
area going forward?

A: Well that is also another trick 
question, because I’m still exploring 
my research area. At Oxford I was 
working in advanced biotechnology, 
when I came back I started working 

in a completely different area, which 
is industry-based material science. So 
I am still exploring what my 
research area is going to be 
in this massive ecosystem of 
science.
Q: Now that we have gotten to know a 

bit about your academic achievements, 
we will move onto some fun questions. 
I think our readers will want to know 
a bit about who “Lihini” is, can you 
describe her in three words?

A: Reliable, Open-minded; because it 
is a changing world, Go-getter

Q: Now, I believe that you have a lot 
of friends, who would you say is your 
best friend? 

A: You are putting me on the spot 

here, Sasanka. (laughs) Someone put 
you up to asking this didn’t they? Well 
I don’t make friends easily, but when 
I do I’m very close to them, so I would 
say that I have several best friends.

Q: A very diplomatic answer there. 
What are your interests other than 
Chemistry? What are your hobbies?

A: I would say that I do a little bit of 
everything; I play badminton or tennis 
in the weekends with my friends or 
either read a book or chill with a movie, 
basically I go with a moment 
instead of a particular interest. 

I do have a weird hobby though, if you 
could call it a hobby, I collect candles.

Q: You mentioned books, what was the 

last book that you read?

A: ‘Guru geethaya’

Q: What would you say is the best 
book that you have read so far?

A: The Secrets of Simplicity by Mary 
Carlomagno.

Q: Well I came across some photos 
that you had taken and I must say that 
you have a good eye and talent for 
photography.

A: Oh yes…I guess I do have another 
hobby which is taking random pictures. 
I do love taking pictures, not only of 
scenery but of my friends, animals and 
especially I have a thing for sunsets.

Now for the “fun” fun questions; 
Q: Who is your favourite speaker?

A: Lakshman Kadiragamar.

Q: Who is your celebrity crush?

A: The one and only, Chris Evans.

Q: If you had the chance, which 
famous person would you want to meet, 
except Chris Evans?

A: (Thinks hard) Marylin Monroe.

Q: Kiss, Marry, Kill; Chris Evans, 
Matteo Boccelli, Brooklyn Beckham.

A: Obviously marry Chris Evans, 
Kiss Matteo Boccelli, Kill Brooklyn 
Beckham.

Q: If Chris Evans was to take you and 
a plus-one out on a date, who would 
you invite; Malsha Fernando or Heshan 
de Silva?

A: Oh no! both of them are a threat. 
You know what, I’ll send both of them Tennis in the weekends

The Opacarophile

Lihini’s favourite sunset - Kandy
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and I’ll stay at home.

Q: If it were to be your final meal, 
what would you have?

A: A plate of cheese and a glass of 
Sauvignon blanc.

Q: If you were to be reborn in a new 
life, would you rather be born in the 
past or in the future?

A: In the past, around the time Chris 
Evans was born.

Q: Would you rather know how you 
die or when you will die?

A: When I will die.

Q: If you were to have a superpower, 
what would it be?

A: This is very evil of me to say, 
but I would like to have the power 
of manipulation. Just think of the 

possibilities.

Q: What would you do with it may I 
ask?

A: Well I would start small like getting 
tea to my bed and then go big, who 
knows, I might meet Chris Evans at the 
end of it.

Q: If you were never to get a regular 
job, what would be your backup plan?

A: Anything that includes working in a 
vineyard.

Q: Describe the colour yellow to a 
blind person.

A: A happy colour.

Q: So the final final question: where 
would you see yourself in 10 years?

A: Well I will say what I would like 
to be in 10 years’ time. Hopefully 

in 10 years’ time I would be in a 
position where I am happy with what 
I am. There is a lot of depression and 
unhappiness in people’s lives in our 
society because they are not content 
with the careers that they have chosen 
to follow, that is something that I 
have come to realise growing up. So 
hopefully I won’t end up in a career 
that puts me in a position where I am 
not content in life. I hope that in 10 
years I will be happy and content with 
what I have achieved.

So that brings our interview to an end. 
Thank you Lihini for being here.

Thank you for inviting me.

Interviewed by Sasanka 
Yakandawala.

Good morrow, reader! Ever feel 
like you cannot express yourself 

well enough? Ever struggle to keep up 
with, or spark up a conversation? If so, 
the following is for you. This month’s 
Speech Tips focus on good flow and 
mood of speaking, which I believe are 
essential skills for everyone to master. 
Hence, making mental notes is highly 
advised. But let us not delay any longer 
and start off, shall we?

Don’t Apologize!
If you notice you’ve said something 

incorrect, don’t go into apologies 
immediately and directly. This creates 
a break in your flow, and might throw 
you off balance a little. The majority 
of the audience usually won’t notice it 
anyway. Therefore, unless a fact or a 
figure needs to be corrected, keep up 
your confidence, and carry on. Or better 
yet, improvise.

Tickling a Funny Bone
Not everyone is naturally funny, but 

with practice, you can incorporate some 
well-thought, witty lines into your 

speeches now and then. Humor gives a 
speech character. A little self-depreci-
ating jab (keyword: little!) usually gets 
a good laugh when done right, as do 
most classic joke formats. But, if you’re 
not confident in your jokes, don’t try 
to force them and don’t wait too long 
for the audience to laugh either. If they 
don’t, move on! Even professional co-
medians hit dead spots. If you’re mak-
ing a joke at the expense of someone 
else, make sure they can take it to avoid 
awkward situations.

Listen to Good Speakers
As well as inspiring a positive mind-

set, by listening to good speakers 
deliver their lines and following their 
mannerisms can help manifest a good 
speaker’s characteristics within you.  
Observing how several other speakers 
use hand gestures, the way they carry 
themselves, hearing the tonal variations 
they use, their engagement with the 
audience is bound to help you come up 
with new and creative ways to improve 
yourself, that are unique and exclusive 
to you alone. The internet, of course, is 
a great place to start, but other media 
such as TV and the radio can also help. 

Broaden Your Imagination
You can try to create different sce-

narios and imagine how you would 
handle them. For example, if your 
talk was to be aired over the radio, you 
would only have your voice to get your 
audience invested in what you have to 

say. How would you use this to your 
advantage? Or imagine you had to use 
sign language; how would you use your 
expressions and gestures to convey 
your emotions? These types of mental 
exercises can aid in improving specific 
areas of your speech delivery.

And with that, you are well on your 
way to being a professional speaker! A 
lot of practice, and contemplation on 
the tips is important, but with time you 
all will get there. Good morrow, speak-
er, and may luck follow you on your 
journey!

Yohara Ranasinghe
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KNOW EX 
          CO
A new board of gaveliers have taken 

up the reins to lead the club. But 
who are they and what are they like? 
Sasanka Yakandawala, A man of 

many interests speaks to us today a 
bit about some of them. Get to know 
his goals and passions in this seg-
ment as he reveals some interesting 
things about his life.

Q. Good Evening Sasanka! Thank 
you for joining with us today. Let’s 
start with your background. Could 
you tell us a little bit about yourself?
A. So I’m Sasanka Yakandawala. I 

was born in Kandy and I have lived my 
entire life there except for about 5 years 
in Kurunegala. I studied at Dharmaraja 
College and I am the Vice President of 
Education of Gavel CCS.

Q. When you take Colombo and 
Kandy there are a lot of opposites. 
What are your thoughts on Colombo 
compared to Kandy?
A. Well there are a lot of opposites but 

the thing I find most vexing is the wa-
ter in Colombo. I don’t like the tap 
water there because it tastes and 
feels different. 
In addition, the hustle and 

bustle in Colombo is a bit alien 
to me who is more used to the 
peace and quiet of Kandy. On 
the other hand though, there are 
thousands of things to do in Co-
lombo. There are hundreds 
of good restaurants 
to eat at, hundreds 
of events taking 
place every day 
and there are 
movie theaters, 
dramas, orches-
tral concerts, 
etc. that 
you don’t 
really find in 
abundance 
in Kandy. 
That’s a plus 
point for 
Colombo I 
guess. 

Q. You are 
an active 
member in the 

magic club and you’ve taken part in 
several shows as well. What draws 
you to chemistry and is there a par-
ticular experiment in the magic club 
that you did and you are particularly 
proud of?
A. Well chemistry is the bread and but-

ter of science. It’s an integral part of our 
daily lives; everything from our phones, 
the clothes, to the food that we eat, it’s 
all because of chemistry.The versatility 
of chemistry is what really draws me and 
it’s what I really find interesting.
The magic club, it’s quite fun and you 

just have to come up with various fun, 
interesting tricks using the chemicals at 
hand. We have a bit of freedom in the 
lab so you get a lot of lab experience as 
well. If you are interested in chemistry 
and you want to have fun, you should 
definitely join the magic club.
As for an experiment well, I am pretty 

proud of making Ferro fluid, although it 
was only about 60% successful, as a first 
attempt. I am doing some research into 
improving it so the next time I am going 
to try and perfect it.

Q. I’ve seen that on social media 
you are vocal about social and envi-
ronmental issues. What made you be 
more open to what is happening in 
our world right now?
A. Well I don’t talk that much about 

the environment but social aspects I fol-
low closely. I’ve really got interested in 

those kinds of topics when I went 
to SLMUN back in 2014 or 2015. 
It’s when I really started taking 
interest democracy, diplomacy, 
international relations, politics 
and the sort.

Q. You’ve studied at the 
Bandaranaike Center for In-
ternational Studies. What was 

that like and what did you 
do there?

A. I studied at
BCIS Just af-

ter my A/L s. I 
followed a diploma 
in international 
relations as well as 
a language course 
in Chinese. It was 
quite fun because 
that was my first 
time really work-
ing with people 
from Colombo 
and it was the 
first time that I 
actually attended 
classes there. I 
also learnt a lot; 

the international relations field is quite 
interesting and it made me realize how 
interdependent all the countries in the 
world are. The entire course made me 
realize how small but complex the world 
had become as well as the problems and 
issues facing it.

Q. What compelled you to study 
Mandarin? 
A. China, and the Chinese language, 

as a whole is going to play an integral 
part in the coming decades. So I wanted 
to have that asset in my arsenal. Just as 
English became the universal language 
Chinese will be as important, or more 
important in the future. That’s what 
compelled me to follow Chinese as a 
language. That and my general interest 
in linguistics and culture as well.

Q. Let’s talk about reading, on your 
twitter bio you say that you are a 
book lover. 
A. Yeah, I’ve been reading since I was 

small. I have to give my mother credit 
for that actually. Whenever she had 
some free time, she would cuddle me 
and my younger brother on either side 
and read books to us. I still remember 
some of the stories from the books that 
she read to us and that’s where my 
interest in reading comes from. We also 
had this family tradition of going to the 
annual book fair and we’d buy quite a 
lot of books every year and also we gift 
each other books on our birthdays.

Q. Is there a particular series that 
you treasure?
A. The Lord of the Rings. Not just 

that book, but all the books written 
by JRR Tolkien in the Middle Earth 
Universe, those are some of my fa-
vorites. A more modern one would be 
the Inheritance cycle by Chistopher 
Pavolini. Those would be on the top of 
my list plus the Russian classics such as 
War and Peace and Anna Karenina and 
Crime and Punishment, The Brothers 

YOUR
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Karamazov.

Q. Do you have any 
items on your bucket 
list that you would 
like to share with us?
A. Well I would like 

to write a book. I am 
currently working on 
that, I’m developing 
the characters as we 
speak. It’s not going to 
be a huge project but 
it’s also not going to 
be small. I might start 
off with fan fiction but 
it might develop into 
something original if I feel like it, and if 
I have the time. Ah! And I would like to 
collect vintage cars, I like vintage cars. 

Q. So, the first car in your collection 
would be the Love bug? 
A. Yes, that was my grandfather’s car 

and he had it for over 30 years. He gave 
it to me on my 18th birthday so that will 
be my first and hopefully in the future I 
will have a few more.

Q. What about travelling around the 
world? Is that one of your goals?
A. Well, I would like to visit Japan. 

Japan is such a wonderful country with 
its history and traditions. Those are what 
really interests me and I would like to 
see them for myself. I also would like to 
hike every possible trail in Sri Lanka in 
the near future. Ohh… I want to go sky 
diving. 

Q. That’s pretty hardcore. Do you 
usually engage in or have an interest 
in adrenaline pumping sports?
A. I am careful actually and not one 

to put my life at risk willy nilly but it’s 
something I would like to do before I 
die, and … if I were to die skydiving, I 
guess it would still count. 

Q. You have practiced Mixed Mar-
tial Arts. What do you think about 
MMA? Is it for everyone?

A. Actually, I am not practicing MMA 
at the moment. I was in it for a few 
months but afterwards I had to stop 
because the schedule at IChem got a 
bit more hectic. I still do spar with my 
brother occasionally, but it’s more of him 
teaching me than the other way around. 
The short period that I did do it, I really 
enjoyed because people at the place 
where I went to train were super nice 
and really friendly; they were a great 
bunch, and that made it fun. 
The sport doesn’t have a nice image in 

the public, but you are just there to have 
fun and how you do that is beating each 

other up. I think 
everyone should 
learn it because not 
only does it give you 
skills in self-defense 
but it also improves 
your self-discipline 
and the mindset 
of never giving up, 
taking a hit. I would 
like to restart it 
when my schedule 
relaxes a bit.

Q. Do you any 
have other inter-
ests?

A. Well I fool around with my dog, 
Caesar, Occasionally I tinker with the 
Love Bug. Sometimes I go for a drive. I 
do watch movies and TV series 

Q. By the way, why is your Ger-
man Shepherd called Caesar? Even 
though it’s a girl?
A. Well the actual story behind that is 

quite embarrassing actually. I wanted 
a male puppy. The people who we got 
her from had mistakenly tagged her as 
a boy, I only thought of checking the 
gender after we brought her home and 
that’s when we found out that she’s a 
girl. By that time, we had already named 
her Caesar and I was set on the name. 
I actually changed it to Caesarin for a 
while but that didn’t actually stick with 
the rest of the family and so we 
just kept calling her Caesar. 

 
 

            

 
Q. You’ve also spoken about how 
you dieted for a while to improve 
your health. What was that experi-
ence like and how did it change you? 
A. When I was done with my ALs I 

weighed a lot and I was really unhealthy. 
I consulted a doctor and he gave this 
great dieting regime which I actually 
followed to the letter. In about 6 or 7 
months I lost about 25% of my former 
body weight.
Right now, I am not dieting, I am just 

maintaining my weight. But the whole 
experience made me realize how much 
food we are consuming that is not actu-
ally necessary. When I was dieting, I was 
only allowed to eat 3 regular sandwich 

slices of bread with an egg or dhal. The 
funny thing was I thought it was going 
to be really hard but actually it was 
enough to sustain myself until lunch. 
Although I used to eat nearly a loaf of 
bread earlier I didn’t feel abnormally 
hungry and it made me realize how 
much we are essentially wasting food. 
There are people who can’t eat but we 
are eating just because it’s there. That 
was like you know a real eye opener 
there.

Q. Rapid Fire Round 

Batman or Superman – Neither…      
  Ok Batman.

Favourite Color – Red

Spicy or Mild – Spicy

Pepsi or Coke – Neither

Wine or Beer – Ok that’s hard     
  (laughs). It really depends on the  
  occasion. I prefer whiskey actually.

Favourite spot in Kandy - ‘Wewa  
  rawuma’

Freckles or Dimples – Freckles

Facial hair or clean shaven – In  
  reference to me right? I guess it   
  depends.

Kiss Marry Kill - Emma Watson, 
Jessica Alba, Gal Gadot – Kiss Emma 
Watson, Kill Jessica Alba, Marry Gal 
Gadot.

Q. What do you fear most in life? 
What makes you frightful of the 
future? 
A. Dying without a legacy.

Q. Who is your favourite speaker? 
A. Winston Churchill.

At some point 
in my life, I 

would like to 
change how 
this country 

works, for the 
better. 
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Q. Who is your celebrity crush? 
A. I don’t really have a celebrity crush. 
I don’t have crushes on celebrities, I 
usually have crushes on characters, not 
the person playing the character.

Q. Can you name one? 
A. Well, the latest crush that I have 
would be on General Amaya, from the 
Dragon Prince. It was on Netflix.

Q. Do you have anything that you 
are passionate about? 

A. At some point in my life, I would 
like to change how this country works, 
for the better. You could say that that is 
something I am passionate about……
and the child in me is passionate about 
being transported to a fantasy world with 
Elves, Magic and Dragons, and making a 
life for myself there, maybe there might 
be an opportunity for that in the fu-
ture….and that is where my bucket list 
of writing a book comes from I think.

Well that brings us to the end of this 

interview. Thank you for being with 
us Sasanka!  
A. Thank you for having me!

And there you have it. Sasanka 
Yakandawala, a person who seeks to 
drink from life’s cup and is set to en-
joy it. We wish him all the very best!

Interviewed by Jayath de Silva

Halloween is a weird day here, in 
this country. Some people do 

the usual trick-or-treating and call it a 
day. Some eat outside, play a game or 
two, take a day off. Most sleep or work 
through it as if it was any other day. 

The Gavel Club of CCS however, be-
ing comprised of the perfectly normal 
humans that we are (myself included), 
decided to host an Extra Spooky Spe-
cial Gavel Meeting on the 2nd of No-
vember. This was an absolute whopper 
of a meeting, and that’s the only way I 
can accurately describe it.

Appropriately, it was a Sunday night, 
and I was feeling ready to face the 
madness. However I soon realized that 
my expectations were grossly lame. An 
unimaginably creative collection of cos-
tumes were flourished. Snapchat filters 
were applied. Makeup was smothered. 
Nightmares were fuelled. But oh, the 
night was still very young and everyone 
was dressed up and ready to make it 

one they’ll never forget. 

Teaching assistant and legendary 
ex-gavelier Ashen Samaranayake made 
a rare appearance that night cosplaying 
Oliver Babish, which everyone was 
positively thrilled about.

A comprehensive yet highly entertain-
ing lesson, of sorts, was presented by 
Gavelier Ayesha, elegantly as always, on 
the origins of Halloween and traditions 
behind it, perfectly setting the mood 
for the tsunami wave that would sweep 
everyone off their feet afterwards.

And so, start off, the meeting did, with 
a single story told by 25 people, each of 
them adding their own plot segment to 
the story. My brain cells were struggling 
to keep up with all of my laughing that 
they had to handle, for the story was 
about a person that goes into a house 
inhabited by a werewolf, and eats a bag 
of hot chips while climbing the same 
set of stairs thrice, all while letting out 
noisome flatulence. 

At that point, it was safe to say that I 
would never forget how creative some 
people could get with storytelling. This 
proved to be true for the rest of the 
night as gaveliers narrated tales of their 
experiences with fear, from the legend 
of La Llorona, all the way to Sasanka’s 
Brother’s Fear Files. I was personally 

hosting this session and amidst the 
sheer variety and the remnants of the 
flatulence in my head, I could barely 
think straight. In hindsight, the session 
was nothing short of magnificent.

However after all was said and done, 
the night ended with a chaotically 
fun session of games, where Gavelier 
Gimhani, apparently drowned and 
turned into an undead creature, while I 
struggled to draw sandcastles. 

Yet fun was had, and hollering laughs 
were resounded throughout the Google 
Meet room that night. Our stunningly 
sharp spooksmaster gavelier Uthsara 
saw to that.

After dinner and much pondering, I 
concluded that Halloween was indeed 
a weird holiday here, and it was a topic 
worth writing on. I don’t usually cele-
brate Halloween, but this time I’m glad 
I did. 

And in Gavel CCS, it is without a 
doubt, the kind of weird day that you 
would never want to miss. 

- Senan Alwis

(Most Terrifying Gavelier in the    
Universe).

SENAN’S 
CORNER
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Do we actually want you to annoy a large 
herbivore with deadly horns?

Not really.

Nag a ram, is a word or a phrase formed by 
rearranging the letters of another word or a phrase. 
Even the ancient Greeks used them to fool their friends.

 Can you figure out this Anagram?

UNABLE 

hint: signs from dying stars.

Anagram

Answer to last month’s Anagram :
     RELATE IT - LITERATE

Speeches To Success 
– How Gavel CCS    
Strengthens Your Future

You’re in your fancy formal attire, 
nervously shifting the sheets of 

paper in your file. Your name is called 
out. You enter the room. A panel of 
interviewers look back at you, and one 
of them asks, “Tell us about yourself. 
Why you are here, and why should 
we hire you for this job?”. As you see, 
my friends, even if we have met all 
the academic qualifications in order 
to get this job, if you cannot answer 
these questions well, there is a low 
possibility of actually getting this job.  
Communication is crucial, whether it is 
to pass an interview, to get your point 
across during an argument or even to 
express your love towards someone. So, 
“why should I join the Gavel Club,” 
you may ask. 

It is not your regular effective speech 
lesson that you were forced to go to 

during school. This is a place where 
everyone is allowed to express their 
point of view or what they actually feel 
on a particular subject. The folks in 
this club, as jolly as they are, will never 
judge you. So the two hours spent in 
the meeting are completely judgement 
- free and focus on constructive 
criticism, only to help you improve and 
grow into the great speaker that you, 
and only you, could be.

Once you join this club, you wouldn’t 
feel like missing any of the meetings. 
It is a great place to make new friends 
and get to know a bit more about your 
peers. Also, you can learn to present 
ideas logically and in a convincing 
manner, and along with that, to be a 
better listener.

I believe that one of the greater 
advantages of this club is overcoming 
nervousness. This generation, in 
my opinion, is more comfortable 
communicating electronically, via 
text, rather than speaking face-
to-face. So through this club, 

interpersonal communication skills 
will be developed, which additionally 
helps upgrade your doubtlessly great 
personality, into an astoundingly 
amazing one. 

So, why not take a break from 
studying for those exams and working 
on those due assignments, and join 
the next meeting, eh? Feeling blue 
during this period of quarantine and 
isolation? Well, come on and join the 
next meeting. Trust me, it’ll be worth 
it. And if you’re not already a gavelier, 
experience the benefits of this club for 
yourself, and bear witness to how truly 
special a place this is. You’ll be a part of 
this lively bunch where your mistakes 
don’t count, where you’ll be able to 
stupefy that board of interviewers 
with your speech, and where an entire 
family’s got your back. Here’s to 
success. Viva la gavel!

- Gav. Ayesha Hettige
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Minoli Rupasinghe
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14 The Gavelier

Fighting with hungers of Fighting with hungers of 
loverslovers

With a thousand dreams in my mind,
I started work in the morning, 
sat down to remember the trinity,
For the slightest day to the day
Everyone who went here and there,
They laughed at me sincerely,
but my heart was on fire, 
No one can understand me myself, 
my hands were shaking and headache 
was coming,
There was eyes with me with blur pic-
ture with my sons face, 
My son remembers you,
Not strong enough to scream or shout,
To get up my bunch, 
For my grandson’s hunger..

Ruchini Ruwanadee
Level 1

Breaking Bad

U.V. Upeksha Nilnuwani
Level 1

City Violinist 
  

Absence feelings gently bounce, 
In deep heart,
Make me laugh when I want to cry,
Make me live when I want to die.

Dawn to twilight, 
Standing on city roads,
Glimmering sun rays say hi,
Gloomy clouds say bye.

Playing and twirling, 
With my own rhythmic way, 
Drawn a sense of a bliss, 
My youthful hose woefully miss.

Melody ends,
I gently bow,
Desiring something more and more,
Words fail music speaks in heart core,
More than five decades, 
Strolling with my shadow, 
Passion is like a violin string,
I hope it gives me wings. 

Tweed cap and torn jacket, 
Survive me in foggy morning, 
Plod with violin, miles in scenic routes, 
Distinctly it reveals from my old boots.

Wrinkly hands and legs,
Weakly bones and joints,
My soul burns in noon jewel sun,
Darkness slightly comes I never run.

The night summons,
With twinkling stars,
Glint of city lamp goes,
Hounds harshly roars. 

Sagging chin and jawline, 
Mouth moves inferiorly, 
No beauty shines in my face,
Dismally only two coins in case,
Hunger and thirst approach, 
I find my strength in pain, 
Play all day with my shivering hand. 

Burning me, no longer I can stand, 
Affection fades from my youngest, 
No act of kindness, 
Carrying the burden of my sins ,
But  pleasure of tune always wins.

No homestead,
No family shelter, 
Worryingly miss my love ones,
To me horrendous chapter comes.

Problems with rat race,
Days pass away swiftly, 
Miserable memories hurt me,
Life is a nightmare as I see.

Violin chords bring,
Harmony in soul,
Bless from heaven in dream,
Let my downcast life gleam,
No hatred no guilty, 
No regrets no pain.

Endless immensity troubles like shore,
I m fearless to pull through life more,
The glee of mortal, 
Death cannot take away,
An heavenly angels by my side, 
Proud city violinist in life ride.

Amanda Karunaratne
Level 1 
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Music is a universal language

Poet Henry Longfellow once said,” 
Music is the Universal Language of all 
mankind”
Do you agree music is a universal 
language?
Yeah, I agree with this.
Music is incredible in its ability to be 
able to have so many sounds, emotions, 
instruments. Technically, it’s not an 
actual language, but you can connect 
with people on such a high level that 
sometimes words
connect even take you to that place of 
communication.
Every language has a set of words we 
call it a Vocabulary. It’s an important to 
have a vocabulary in whatever language 
you use. It can create sentences that 
convey messages. The tone and the 
style of the sentences convey different 
emotions. Music is exactly the same 
way.
There are 12 notes. They are combined 
to create phrases that also convey 
emotions. It can also be written like 
most other languages and it brings 
us together, it connects us with other 
people and allows us to express 
ourselves.
Music is one thing we can all agree 
and understand, making it universal 
language of mankind. While we may 
not be able to understand exactly 
what people are saying across different 
languages, we can share the same basic 
emotions in similar way through music.
However, music has the power to evoke 
deep, primal feelings at the core of the 
shared human experiences. We can 
use it to express anything and share it 
throughout the world.

It not only crosses culture, but also it 
reaches deep into our evolutionary past. 
In that sense, Music truly is a Universal 
Language.
I will leave you to think about 
something.
Music emotion is rooted in chord. Just 
think about this.

Minoli A. Rupasinghe
Level 1 

For gnomes who love 
chemistry, avoiding the 
Bunsen burner remains a 
major challenge…

U.V. Upeksha Nilnuwani
Level 1

Things I’ve lost

That sweet, milky scent
Tickling noses
Pinkish cheeks
Glowing like roses
Milky teeth
And shining smiles
Bubbling laughter
Contagious & wild
Chubby little legs
Pumping fast
Not letting anyone
Race me past
Tears that fell
Over every bruise
Kisses & hugs
Smothering my blues
Colourful thoughts
Vibrant and true
Friends; real and not
In every hue
These are the things 
I ponder on the cost
The things I wish
I’d never lost.

Yohara Ranasinghe
Level 2
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The Key of the Main Door

 We all live for our dreams. Education 
is the key of the main door into our suc-
cess; success in achieving our dreams.

 True education is beyond paperwork, in 
the sense it ought to give an extra value 
addition into life as it should include 
means to cultivate moral values, positive 
thinking, attitude of helping, attitude of 
giving to society and ethical values. Only 
such students molded through such 
fruitful education can bring changes 
into the society. If we take the formal 
definition of education into account; 
“Education is the systematic procedure 
of helping to learn or gain knowledge.” 
There are two types of education 
methods: formal education and informal 
education. In most countries schooling 
is obligatory up to a certain age. The 
main purpose of education is helping to 
advance one’s life.
In accordance with my point of view I’ll 
be providing few reasons as to why edu-
cation is important. First and foremost, 
with education comes a great job, social 
reputation as it is a must for a promising 
and secure future and a stable life. It 
makes you eligible for a high paying job 
and with this comes money. The more 
educated you are, the more your demand 
in the job market! On the other hand, 
education is important if we want to
become a self-dependent person. Such 
independence can be defined in two 
ways. As I mentioned before, money is 
one of those benefits and if we’ve got 
enough cash in your pocket to carry on 

our day to day functions that makes us a 
financially independent person.

Therefore, it is understood that almost 
one-third of success in life depends 
on your education. To summarize the 
above, a good education makes an 
individual develop personally, socially 
as well as economically. Education helps 
us in carrying out our daily functions, it 
makes us dutiful and helps us to acquire 
new skills and knowledge.

Lasani Gunawardane
Level 1


